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INTRODUCTION 


In the place they occupy in the national literature 
and in the relation which they bear to one another, 
the German Nibelungenlied and the Qiidnm resemble 
the Iliad and the Odyssey of the Greeks. In the 
Nibelungenlied the tragic fate of Troy has its counter- 
part in the total extinction of the Burgundians, while 
in both the Odyssey and the Gudrun the accompani- 
ment to battles and adventures is always the beat 
of the waves. 

The Gitdrun is based on a legend preserved in the 
folk-lore of the races which peopled the shores of the 
North Sea, and may have been suggested by the ever- 
renewed strife between spring and winter, light and 
darkness. 

The battle between Hagen of Ireland and Hetel 
of the Hegeling land is mentioned in the later of the 
two Eddas. There, when the pursuing father, having 
fought the foe from dawn to dusk, has wthdrawn 
to his ships, his daughter Hilda visits the battle- 
field by night and restores the dead to life by her 
magic arts. Day after day the battle is resumed, 
and every morning the slain warriors arise to renew 
the conflict, which is supposed to endure till the 
gods at last perish. 

A skald of the time of Ragnar-Lodbrok gives a 
rendering of the saga more closely resembling the 
German one. Another version occurs in the rvritings 
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foe. So dominating is her personality that the warriors 
arc afraid to face her after the defeat on the Wiil- 
pensand. Even the redoubtable Wate, who bore the 
news, "rode fearfully.” 

But it is in Gudrun, of the third generation, that 
the heroic qualities blossom fairest. She is frank and 
courageous throughout — a good lover and a good 
hater. Scorning false modesty when Herwig’s knightly 
prowess mns her heart, she makes an open and dig- 
nified avowal of her love. And when carried away 
captive, she holds her head high and undaunted 
amid insults and the most barbarous ill-usage. She 
is generous, though never soft. \Vlien the tables are 
at last turned on her oppressors, and the chivalrous, 
but undcsired, Hartmut is about to perish at Wate’s 
hand, she 3nelds to his sister’s entreaties and calls 
on her lover Herwig to part the fray. But when 
Gerlint, the "she-wolf,” falls at her feet cr3ang, "Now 
deliver us, 0 Princess, from Wate and his men. If 
thou hinder it not, my end is at hand I ” she answers, 
"I hear thee pray me to show thee grace. How can 
I do that? Nothing in this world hast thou ever 
given me that I asked for. Thou wert ever pitiless 
toward me: wherefore I hate thee from my heart.” 
Practical good sense, also, must be added to her 
virtues. It was through her wise and masterful match- 
making that the hate between the Hcgelings and the 
Normans was ended, "and they forgot that ever 
their knights had slain one anotlier.” 

German scholarship places the date of the Gmlrun 
somewhere in the last decade of the twelfth century, 
a period bounded on the one side by the Nibcluiigen- 
lied, by which it was influenced, and, on the other, 
by the Sigiine und Schionatulander of Wolfram von 
Eschenbach, which it influenced in turn. 



INTRODUCTION 

From the beginning the popularity of the Gudrun 
never equalled that of the Nibelinigenlied, probably 
because tlie heroes figuring in it were not such 
favourites with the inland folk as Siegfried and his 
circle, and perhaps, also, because the moutli of the 
Scheldt, where Hetel ruled, was an unfamiliar region. 
Soon it disappears altogether and it is rather startling 
to think that, but for the enhghtened initiative of 
one man, this poem which now ranks so high in 
world-Uterature would have been lost. Its preserva- 
tion was due to the passion of Kaiser Maximilian I. 
for all things mcdia:val. Shortly after 1502 the great 
collection of old poems called the Avibrascr Hand- 
schrijt was begun by his order, and when this store- 
house of genius was discovered in 1825 the Gtidrim, 
which was found there in one handwriting only, was 
given again to the world. 

I have followed the media:val text as edited by 
Bartsch, and have rendered it into slightly archaic 
English prose, partly because that seemed to me to 
be the best way of preserving the atmosphere of the 
original, and partly because some years ago the 
Nibeluiigcnlied was rendered by me in the same 
manner, and I should like the two sagas to be 
companions in English as they are in Germa'j. 

MARGARET ARMOUR. 
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NOTE 


The poem of Gudrun is extant in only one lilS., 
copied between 1502 and 1515 by a Hans Reid of 
Bozen at the order of Maximilian I. This was 
probably copied from a thirteenth-ccntnry MS. The 
real original dates back to the last decade of the 
twelfth centur}'. 

The principal editions arc those of Bartsch (1865 
and 1885), Martin (1872 and 1902), and Sj-mons 
(1883). The metrical translation by Mary Pickering 
Nichols (1889) is worthy of note. The translation 
used for the present edition was first published 
in 1928. 



FIRST ADVENTURE 


THE KING OF IRELAND HOLDS A HIGHTIDE 

There grew up in Ireland a great and high-bom 
king; his name was Siegebant and the name of his 
father was Ger. His mother was called Uta, and was 
a king's daughter. Her love, by reason of her great 
virtue, was worthy of the land's ruler. 

To Ger, the mighty king, as is well known, many 
castles were subject. He was overlord of seven princes' 
realms, and had therein four thousand knights, or more, 
with whom to win daily both wealth and honour. 

Young Siegebant was bidden to the court, that he 
might leam there, against the day he had need of 
it, to ride with the spear, hurling it, and covering his 
body with the shield, that w’hen he stood before the 
enemy he might the better prevail. He grew to be old 
enough to bear weapons, and was skilled in all 
knightly matters ; wherefore vassals and kinsmen had 
cause to praise him ; nor found he any weariness therein. 

Death divided Ger and Uta soon after, as it 
divideth the noble still to their great sorrow. Yea, 
in all kings' lands we must daily await the proof 
thereof, to our deep grief. 

Because Siegebant’s mother was now a widow the 
good and famous knight wooed none with the pur- 
pose of marriage, and many a noble king's daughter 
longed for him in vain. 

Then his mother counselled him to take a wife, 

B 880 j 
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that his land and he himseK might profit thereby, 
and that, after great heaviness and his father’^ 
death, he and his kinsmen might enjoy again mirth 
and much gladness. 

His mother’s teaching pleased him well and he 
followed it, as is meet with the counsel of friends. 
He bade them woo for him one that dwelled in 
Norway, the best in any land, and his kinsmen helped 
him thereto ndth good rvill. Tliey tell us tliat she was 
betrothed to him, and that many fair maidens and 
seven hundred knights followed her from Friede- 
schotten. They went wth her gladly, for they knew 
the young king by report. They that journeyed rvith 
her brought her into the country with all the honour 
due to a high-born maiden, after the custom of kings; 
and all who rejoiced to see her hasted forth to meet 
her, that the road was full of folk to the distance of 
three miles and a half at the least. From the press 
of the people on all sides flowers and grass were 
tcoddeu down by the way. It fell at the time when 
the green cometh forth, and when all the birds in 
the wood sing their best songs. Many merry youths 
rode with her, and many sumpters hare the raiment 
which her followers brought from their home. A 
thousand mules came with her, laden with treasure 
and apparel. 

When the west wind drove her forward on the 
high waves she was received right sweetly on a march 
between two lands. Good lodging was given her bj' 
the young king. The noble maiden was welcomed 
with tourneying, and when, after much striving, this 
was ended, she was conducted into Ger's land, where 
she became mig^y and far-famed in after days. 

All the service they could render her they gave 
willingly. Rich saddle-cloths r^ched dotvn to the 
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grass over the hoofs of good horses. Ah, how merrj’- 
of his cheer was the Prince of Ireland ! When it was 
time for him to kiss the beautiful maiden the folk 
pressed in about him, and many a rich boss on the 
clashing shields resounded, for they could not be 
kept apart. On the morrow envoys were sent forward 
to tell of her coming into the king’s land, where, by 
the side of that knight, she was to wear the crown. 
Later she became the queen there and deserved 
much of the hero. 

That they should be wedded straightway seemed 
fitting to none, for she was a king’s daughter, and he 
not yet dubbed a knight. He must first wear a royal 
crown. His kinsmen helped him towards tliis, and 
afterwards he won a fair name. Five hundred 3fouths 
got their swords at the same time. Whatsoever they 
needed was given them : horses, vesture and all manner 
of apparel. The young king’s honour suffered no 
scathe. .He ruled long in Ireland on such vise that 
it was never abased. He judged whom it behoved 
him to judge, and avenged the wrongs of the poor. 
He gave freely of his riches, and was a valiant knight. 
His lands brought him in great wealth, and had his 
wife, the queen, ruled over thirty kingdoms, her 
natme was such that she would have given it all awaj^. 

Thej' tell us that at the end of three years, she 
bare the king a beautiful child, who was christened 
and after^vards called by his name, Hagen: the story 
of whom is well kno^vn. 

They had him well reared and diligently seen to. 
Did he take after his kinsmen he could not fail to 
be a knight indeed. Wise women and fair maidens 
had charge of him: to his father and mother he was 
the food of their eyes. 

Wlien he was gro\vn to his seventh year he might 
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often t«? s'H'n nniont; the Icnitjht!-, for he wtaritfl \nth 
the women nml lil.'H to Iv wi'.ii the mt-n, lint to 
these he nflenennis U-c.-sme a stra!!"<T, for he v.a;. 
home far tJicni. Whire%Tr tin- rlhh! wv.- weajwns 
at coutt {and matjy he sate) fie vondd a'k to lx- clad 
in fichnot an<l coni of mail. To llh'-, nV-n Im |>cc.'ime a 
stniDf'er, althom^h his fieart was t'-j tfirrron. 

One day Siegelj.int sat on the {lalace steps, ami liis 
nifc spake to liim timler a cetiar: 

“We have honour in pienty: Init at om: tfurn; I 
nian'ti, nor will I Ijc silent concerning it." 

He asked wfiat it was, and the noble woman said: 
“It irkotli me iieart and soul, yea, prieved am I, 
liia.t I .sec thee so seldom mnonj; thy Ixdd knijjhts, 
to the joj' of tny hri^dd eyes." 

Tlie kinj; nn.swered, "Wliercfore woiildst thovi see 
me at tiic head of my kiih;hts? 'leli me. rny ejun'ii. 
For tlty sake 1 will readily undertala* much." 

She answered, "Ko living man i.s so mighty as thou 
art, nor hath so many ca'<!lc.s amf wide lands, nor so 
great abnmlancc of .silver and precious stones and 
lieat'j’ gold. Tbcrcwitfi oiir deeds accord not ; wliicb 
makelb my life u worthless thing to me. When 1 
was a maiden at Fricdcscfiottcn (iiear me, O king, 
without anger) I saw mj' father’s men striving daily 
after honour. A lung mighty in name as thou art, 
and as I hear thee called, should often be seen 
tourneying with his knights, that he may win fame 
for himself and his land. It showctli a weak nature 
in great princes to amass measiircle.ss wealth, and 
not to share it willingly witJi tlicir warriors. How else 
siiall the deep wounds be healed which these receive 
in their lord's battles?" 

The. king answered, "Lady, tbou sbamc.st me. 
Diligently, and with a steadfast heart, I will so do 
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that none shall need to teach me henceforth the 
customs of noble kings.” 

She said, “Summon then the km’ghts of thy 
realm, and bid them be given treasure and apparel. 
I, also, will send for my kinsmen, and welcome them 
kindly. We shall be the merrier for it." 

Said the King of Ireland to his %vife, " I will do thy 
wall gladly, even as many a man before hath agreed 
to call a hightide to please a woman. I %\'ill summon 
our kinsmen to court.” 

The queen answered, "I am well content. To five 
hundred women I will give raiment, and to four- 
and-sixty maidens fine vesture.” To which, when he 
heard it, the king agreed. 

Eighteen days after he had resolved to give a high- 
tide he sent word to all his friends and kinsmen, 
that those who were minded to ride into Ireland 
should wait and look forward to the time when 
winter should be over and the summer come. 

They tell us how he had seats builded of wood 
brought from virgin forests, and gave orders to make 
benches ready for six thousand knights, to which 
work the king’s butlers and stewards sufficed. 

They began to ride from many quarters, till there 
came in gallant array to the court of the Irish king 
eighty-and-six thousand guests, who were well cared 
for by his command. 

From the store-room of the Idng were brought 
forth garments for all that desired them. They also 
received shields and Irish horses. The noble queen, 
too, adorned many with raiment. To at least a thou- 
sand women she gave gorgeous apparel, and to many 
damsels what became them well — costly silk robes 
trimmed with gold-embroidered bands, and decked 
with precious stones. The lovely maidens looked 
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well in their attire. Apparel was given to all w'ho 
wanted it. 

Then the horses were seen prancing, held by squires 
bearing shields and bright spears. High-bom Uta 
sat at the window in gracious state, and the host 
gave his guests leave to toume}'. Many a bright 
helmet grew dim. The noble women sat so near that 
they could see all the knightly sports. 

The tourney lasted long, as often happeneth. The 
king showed himself among his guests, and for this 
the queen, his wife, praised him, as was meet; for 
she saw him from where she sat with her women, 
above at a window. And when he had tilted as be- 
seemed a prince, he bade his guests cease from their 
toil, which he could afford to do with honour, and 
led them towards the women. 

Thereupon fair Uta greeted both strangers and 
friends sweetly, thus winning the good will of many 
welcome guests. None needed to shame them of her 
gifts. The knights tarried awhile by the W'omen, for 
each knew that his host desired to show him honour 
at the hightide. But towards evening the valiant 
strangers were bidden return to their tourneying. 

The hightide endured till the ninth day. Wiat- 
soever knightly sports were practised, the minstrels 
had little need to complain. They worked that they 
too might profit. Loud sounded the trombones and 
trumpets. Fluting and harping, twanging and singing, 
whistling and fiddling — they did all with a woll, and 
won thereby the more goodly apparel. 

On the tenth morning — ^list to the w’onder — after 
aU their joy, many must weep. New marvels arose 
at the hightide. Heart’s heaviness followed on 
their gladness. 

While the host sat merrily among his guests, there 
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came one of the minstrels who was skilled beyond 
belief; he played better than them all, that the 
princes could not but mark him. A beautiful maiden 
led the child of the Irish king thither by the hand, 
with whom went women of the court w'ho tended 
him well, and kinsmen of the king who reared him 
with care. 

They heard a loud noise in the hall. All the folk 
began to laugh, and they that had the care of young 
Hagen pressed up close to tlie minstrel, that they 
lost sight of tlie damsel and the child. 

Tlien misfortune drew nigh to the king, where- 
from he and Uta suffered heart’s heaviness. The 
Nvickcd Devil had sent his envoy far into the land, 
and it ended ill for them all. 

A great griffin came fljnng down, that Siegebant 
might lose what he had reared with love. Through 
the stark griffin he lost his young son. Over the spot 
where his %vings bare him he threw a shadow as of 
a cloud; certes he was strong. By reason of their 
merrymaking the folk took little heed, and the 
damsel stood wtliout the hall quite alone. The trees 
fell before the strength of the griffin, and when the 
maiden saw the bird flying she saved herself and 
let the child go. So strangely it fell that one might 
WTite it a miracle. 

The griffin swooped down and caught the child 
with his claws, showing plain that he was grim and 
evilly disposed. Bold and good heroes wept later. 
The child started to scream loud, for he was sore 
afraid. High the griffin bare him witli its strength, 
far up into' the heavens towards the clouds; which 
caused the king of Ireland to mourn. 

The friends of Siegebant heard the news, and 
sorrowed greatly because of the child’s death. Heavy- 
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hearted were the king and his wife; \vith one accord 
they all grieved for the fair child. 

The noble company brake up in sorrow; the 
strength of the grifiSn had so dismayed them that 
they separated mourning. Inly sad were they aU. 
The host wept sore: his breast was wet with tears; 
but the noble queen wth seemly words bade him cease. 

"Did all the world lie dead," she said, "it must 
be even as God hath ordained." 

The guests would have ridden away, but the queen 
said, "Tarry, noble knights, here at court, and scorn 
not our silver and gold. We would give you thereof, 
for we love you well." Whereupon the knights bowed 
before her, and began to thank her. 

By order of the king they were given many rich 
silks uncut. Some among them had ridden from far 
lands. He ga^e them horses also, some for women and 
some of the jlrish breed, very high and strong; and 
gold thereto! and unweighed silver. The king bade 
his guests ba well and kindly cared for. 

The queen said farewell to many women and high- 
born maidens! whose bodies were adorned \vith her 
gifts and whoWore goodly apparel. 

So the higMtide ended, and they left Siegebant’s 
coxmtry. ' 
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God worketh great wonders: none shall gainsay it. 
Before this, three king’s daughters had been home 
thither by the griffin’s prowess, and were nigh to 
that place. How they had been fed for so long none 
knoweth, unless God in his mercy had provided 
for them. 

So Hagen needed not to tan^' there alone. He found 
the fair damsels in a cave, who, when they spied him 
creeping on the mountain, deemed it was a wild dwarf 
or some wondrous thing come out of the sea; but 
later, when he had drawn nigh, he was welcomed by 
them kindly. 

Hagen saw them, and they drew back into the cave, 
for their souls were fuU of dread, till they found it 
was a Christian. Afteiwards by his labour he 
lightened their hearts of much sorrow. 

Then said the eldest, “How darest thou approach 
us, since God hath given us this shelter? Seek thy 
comrades in the wild sea. We have trouble enough; 
right woeful is our state here.” 

The noble child answered, " Let me bide with you, 
for, trow me, I be a Christian bom. One of the wild 
griffins brought me to this rock. I would fain dwell 
rvith 3mu, for in good sooth I cannot dwell here 
alone." 

Then they welcomed the little child kindly, and 
were advantaged later by his service. They began 
to question him whence he was come, which irked 
him greatty by reason of his hunger. 

I suffer sore for\lack of food,” he said, " and would 
mank you to shar«^ with me your meat and drink. 
I have not eaten foif three days, for the griffin hath 
home me hither fuU^an hundred long mUes.” 

One of the maidefjis answered, "It so happeneth 

at we have never \seen either the butler or the 
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steward that bring us our food. ” They praised God 
for his goodness and were wse in their tender years. 

Then they began to search for roots and plants, 
that they might feed the beloved of , Siegebant. Of 
all that they lived upon there they brought him 
abundance. It was a strange dish, I ween, that the 
damsels fetched for him. But hunger forced him 
to eat of the roots, for bitter death is hard to bear. 
Many days he abode by the maidens, and did them 
good service; and they, on their side, tended him; 
ye may trust me for that. 

So in hardship he passed his young years, till in 
the midst of their troubles a new and strange thing 
befell them by the cave. 

I know not from what quarter a pilgrim band came 
sailing across the sea towards the cliffs, but they 
were in sore peril from the fierce waves; wherefore 
the homeless maidens %vere affrighted the more. 

The vessel brake asunder, and the folk perished. 
Then the old griffins came and carried many dead 
men to their nest; b3'^ reason whereof not a few 
women that asked news of them sorrowed sore. 

When the old griffins had fed their young, the 
old griffins betook them across the sea, I know not 
whither. They had left a grim neighbour behind them 
upon the mountain. 

On the shore where the folk were drowned — it was 
a band of pilgrims — ^Hagen saw their stuff lying, and 
thought to find their food among it; but because 
of the cruel griffins, he crept down to the beach 
right warily. 

There he found naught save a man in armour, which 
brought him in peril through the birds. He grudged 
not the labom: to pull off the harness, and the bow 
and weapons he found dose at hand. The boy clad 
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himself therein, tlicn above in the sky he heard a 
wind. He had tarried over-long, and the old griffin 
came up, while he was yet too far from the cave. 

It swooped dowm angrily to the beach, and the 
neighbour it thought to have left at home it had 
fain swallowed then and there. But bold Hagen 
bare him on knightly wse, and with his childish 
strength shot svift arrows from the drawn bow; yet 
could not wound the bird. How could he then escape? 
He essayed it next with the sword, and heard tlic 
maidens wailing and weeping. Despite his youtli 
he was grim enough. He struck a wing from the 
griffin’s shoulder, and hewed a wound stark and deep 
in its bone, that it got not from the place aUve. 

He had conquered: one was dead; but straightway 
came the other, that brought him in grievous peril. 
Yet in the end he slew them all, young and old. 
God in heaven helped him, for with his own strength 
he had, certes, not prevailed. 

When he had wrought the wondrous deed, he 
summoned the maidens from the cave, and said, 
"Come ye forth to the air and sunshine, since God 
alloweth us some joy.” 

They received him lovingly and kissed him many 
times on the mouth. Now that their t 5 T:ant lay dead, 
what was to hinder them from wandering over the 
mountain, near or far, as they willed? 

When he had thus ended their great wretchedness, 
the homeless boy learned to shoot so well that flying 
birds could not escape him. When he went in search 
of food he hit whatever he took aim at. He was bold- 
hearted and fearless, and knew the forest well. Ha! 
what swift leaps he learned from the beasts! Like a 
TOld panther he roamed the hill. He reared himself, 
for he was without kin. 
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How often, also, he went down to the beach for 
sport! He saw live fishes in the waves, and, could 
they have been of use to him, would have caught 
them, but no fire smoked in his kitchen, which grieved 
him daily. 

From his shelter he went into the wood, and saw 
there many beasts bold and swift. Among them 
was one that would have devoured him, but he slew 
it with his sword, that it felt his anger sore. It was 
like a cameleon, and he skinned it and became strong 
thereby, for he grew athirst for its blood; and when 
he had drunk his fill thereof he won great strength ; 
for which many thanked him later. The hero wrapped 
him in the beast's sldn. Tlien close at hand he found 
a lion, that fled from him in vain. Swiftly he overtook 
it, yet wounded it not, but greeted it as a friend. 

He thought on the beast he had slain, and carried 
it home, for the maidens always profited by his 
kindness; and now the unwonted food cheered 
them, mind and body. 

Fire they lacked, though they had food in plenty; 
but he struck sparks out of a hard stone, that the}- 
were provided with what had failed them heretofore. 
There was none to aid them: they roasted the meat 
themselves. 

When they had eaten thereof they were strengthened, 
and their minds, likewise, grew in wisdom bj' God’s 
grace. Their bodies also were as fair and as worthy 
of praise as if each of them had been at home in 
her father's land. Wild Hagen, too, had the strength 
of twelve men, the which won him great glory in his 
time. It irked both him and the maidens sore to 
taiT}'’ evermore in that waste, so the damsels bade 
him lead them down to the sea, and betook them 
thither full of shame, for the clothes they had on 
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were none too fine. They had woven tlicm with tlicir 
own hands, when young Hagen found them in 
tlicir e.xilc. 

For four-and-twenty days they fared through the 
forest, till early one morning the youth saw a heary- 
laden ship that hailed from Garadic. 'Flic homeless 
maidens were weary with their journey. 

Hagen called aloud and gave not over, albeit the 
wind had lashed the waves to a roar, that the ship 
began to crack. They that drew nigh therein, when 
they saw the damsels on the beach, feared they liad 
been wild sea-maidens. 

The master of the vessel was from Salmb, and knew 
Hagen and his kinsmen well, for he was their neigh- 
bour. But none of the pilgrims guessed that it was 
Siegebant’s son from Ireland. 

The count forbade his helmsman to steer for tJic 
shore, whereupon the homeless youth begged him 
for the love of God to carry him from the wild coast ; 
and when he had boldly spoken Christ’s name, they 
were no more afraid. 

The count, with eleven others, sprang into a boat, 
and deemed the time long till he learned whether 
they were spirits of the wood, or rvild mermaidens. 
Never in his life had he seen such fair creatures. 

He began to ask or he won to the shore, “VVliat 
do ye here, if j^ou be Christian children?” For he 
saw their beautiful bodies wTapped round with fresh 
moss. ^Vhereupon the homeless ones entreated to 
be taken with him. 
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Tlie youngest answered courteously, "I would have 
thee know, my lord, that I come from Iscrland, where 
my father was king. Woe is me! From them that 
should have reared me I am all too far removed.” 

Tlien said the noble knight, “God that allowed 
you not to tarry by your kin hath yet done well by 
you. B}’- his grace ye are delivered from sore distress, 
since I have found you here on this coast.” 

How they had escaped death through the grifhn, 
when it bare them to its nest, he would have asked 
them in vain, for they had suffered much that they 
could tell the tale of no more. 

Then said the rich count to the youth, " Friend and 
comrade, since the maidens have told me their story, 
let me hear thine, for I would gladly know thy land 
and thy kin.” 

“I will tell thee,” answered wild Hagen. “I too 
was brought hither by one of the griffins. My father’s 
name is Siegebant. I am from Ireland, and have long 
dwelled tmserablY with these damsels,” 

Then they aU asked, "How hast thou remained so 
long alive beside the griffin?” And Hagen answered, 
"Through the goodness of God, and, certes, I have 
cooled my anger on the bird, and eased my heart.” 

Then said he of Garadie, "TeU me how thou wert 
delivered." 

"I slew them, from the oldest to the youngest; 
not one of them escaped. I barely came off with 
my life.” 

They cried all together, "Thy body must be strong. 
Men and women may well praise thee. A thousand of 
us had never done it. It fell out happily for thee.” 

The count and his attendants began to fear the 
child, for his strength was measureless. And they 
suffered from it later. They would have taken his 
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weapons from him by guile, but he wathfuUy wth- 
stood them. His coming might well have been to 
their hurt. 

The count spake then: "After the many troubles 
I have seen, a good thing hath befallen me. If thou 
art kin to Prince Siegebant of Ireland, I uill hold 
thee captive for ransom. And I would tell thee this; 
thou art come at the right hour, for thy friends have 
done much hurt to Garadie, my land, that lieth all 
too close to them. They made war on it, and slew my 
knights, and took them in battle.” 

" For what they did to thee I am blameless. Take 
me to them, and I ween I will make an end of your 
hate and strife. Of thy grace, let me hope to see my 
kinsmen.” 

The count answered the youth, "Thou shalt tarry 
here, my captive for ransom. The fair maidens also 
shall be of my court. I would fain win honour through 
them in my land.” 

Hagen deemed this both a wrong and a shame, and 
said angrily, "I will not be thy captive. None that 
prized his life would ask it. Good mariners, bring 
me to my country. I \vill reward you gladly, and pay 
you with treasure and apparel. He would have my 
maidens for his court. They need not his help. If 
any be wise among you, let him follow my counsel. 
Turn your sail, and steer the ship to Ireland.” 

The folk would have bound him, as their lord 
commanded, but he stood too near them, and they 
came in peril. He threw thirty of them by the hair 
into the water. The pilgrims learned the strength 
of his body. 

Had not the gentle maidens come between, he 
would have slain the knight of Garadie, High and 
low, they were all one to him. The mariners must 
c88o 
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needs steer for Ireland. They made haste, lest they 
should perish, for they dreaded Hagen’s wrath. They 
were one and all stricken wth terror when they 
saw him angry. 

As he drew nigh to his father’s land (its great 
castle he had known aforetime), he caught sight of 
a high palace by the water, that had three hundred 
strong and goo(iy towers. 

Siegebant and his wife dwelled there, and the 
pilgrims feared for their lives, lest the Irish king, 
being aware of them, should slay them all. But 
Hagen, to his honour, hindered this. 

The valiant man said to the strangers, "I will 
gladly make your peace. Albeit I have no power in 
the land, I wiU send messengers thither, and will 
end the old hate between you and the king. VTioso 
would deserve great wealth of me, and is ready to 
bear the king the message that I send, to him will I 
give precious gold, j'ea, richly will my father and 
mother reward him. 

He bade twelve pilgrims ride forward. "Now ask 
the king,” said the youth, "if he would see Hagen, 
his son, for whom a griffin hath caused him to mourn. 
Well I wot the noble king will not believe it. Ask my 
mother then, that she tell you whether she will have 
me for her child, if she find the mark of a golden 
cross on my breast.” 

The envoys rode from the harbour into the land 
where Queen Uta and Siegebant abode. 

The king heard that they were from Garadie, and 
he and his men were wToth, because they were his 
foes. He asked them how they durst come thither, 
whereupon one of them answered, "Young Hagen, 
thy son, hath sent us. If any be fain to see him, he is 
so nigh that it may easily come to pass.” 
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Then spake Prince Siegebant, "Vain is thy deceit. 
The child is so clean gone from me that I ofttimes 
muse heavily thereon." 

"If thou believe it not, ask thy wife, the queen; 
he hath been much with her. If there be a golden cross 
on his breast, and it be proven thereby that the 
knight sayeth sooth, ye may claim him for your 
child, an }^e will." 

This was told to Queen Uta, who rejoiced at the 
news, for she had many a time been heavy-hearted, 
and she said, "Let us ride forth and learn how the 
matter standeth." 

So the host bade the horses be saddled for himself 
and the chief men of his court. 

Thereupon one of the pilgrims said to fair Uta, 
"Didst thou follow my counsel, thou wouldst bring 
apparel for the beautiful maidens that are come 
hither to tliine honour; they are the court damsels 
of thy son." 

So the 'women brought rich raiment with them, 
and many bold men went with the queen. 

Hagen had come dorvn from the ship and stood 
on the shore; and there they found the knight of 
Garadie by the side of the wanderer. 
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WjiEN Ilagcn saw’ men and women riding, he went 
towards Uicm, for lie was fain (o see who came to 
greet him. 

Ihcn the king bade him welcome to his land, and 
said, Art thou tlic knight that sent the envoys to us, 
and that claimcfh the noble queen for thy mother? 
the news be true, I rejoice from my heart." 
hair Uta spake courteously; "Hid the folk make 

room, and I will soon see whether he hath a right 
to the crowai. " 
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beseemed them, and when they went himg with rich 
broidered girdles, thej' were no longer ashamed as 
heretofore. The host and his knights received them 
courteously. 

Hagen pra3'ed the king and all his folk to show 
favour to the men of Garadie for his sake, and to 
forgive the hurt and \vrong done bj' them, and won 
grace for the pilgrims. When the king had kissed 
them in token of reconcilement, what they had lost 
in former strife was made good to them, which was 
greatly to their advantage and Hagen’s honour. Nor 
did they wage war any more against the Irish king. 

When Hagen had made peace for the guests, their 
provisions and baggage were carried ashore, that 
they might rest there for fourteen days; and for this 
the proud knights thanked him. 

With joyful sounds they rode up from the sea; and 
many thronged to the castle of Baljan, because of 
the wondrous news that the great king’s son was 
still alive. Scarce could they trow it. 

After fourteen days they let the water-weary 
knights take their leave, and the king gave them a 
gift of bright gold. For his son’s sake he desired 
them for true friends. 

Hagen saw well to the maidens in his charge; he 
commanded that they should be well bathed, and 
did them tender observance. They were provided 
with rich garments, for he was wse in his young 
years. 

So he grew to be a man, and practised with the 
warriors, doing whatsoever goeth to make a good 
knight, that, later, he was powerful in liis father 
Siegebant’s country. He learned what was seemly 
for one that was to rule over many heroes, and needed 
not to be ashamed. Fair women likewse praised him; 
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scarce would one trow how freely he gave of all he 
had; and thereto he was so bold that he avenged tlie 
WTongs of his friends. He upheld his honour in all 
things, that tales and songs concerning him were 
heard throughout the land. These recount how the 
noble young prince grew up in a wilderness among 
uild beasts, whereof none that he chased could out- 
run him bj' so much as one bound, or escape with 
its life. Jfany a wonder, I ween, had he and the 
maidens seen by the sea. His right name was Hagen, 
but he was called and known in all countries after- 
ward as the Devil-king by reason of his strength. 
Bold Hagen earned his name well. 

His kinsmen counselled him to take a wife, and it 
so happened that there was one nigh at hand, than 
whom none on earth was fairer. He had reared her 
himself; yea, in sore straits he bad dwelled by her 
side. She was named Hilda, and was from India. 
She had shown him great love in bitter need, when 
first he found her in a cave, and he desired none from 
any kingdom before her. 

His father bade him make haste to be knighted, 
with an hundred of his men, and to every one of his 
companions he gave a thousand marks for horses 
and apparel, the which seemed good to Hagen. 

Then the king sent word to the princes round 
about, and made known to them when they should 
come. They found later how freely he could give. A 
year and three days from that time was the season 
fixed for the hightide. And the knights that wished 
to come made ready, and caused bright and gaily 
coloured shields to be wTonght, and also costly saddles 
and breast-straps and bridles of rich gold. 

The guests of the great king were lodged on a 
wide plain. All that they needed was done for them. 
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Tents were raised far and near, and from all quarters 
his friends were seen riding into the land. 

Hagen, as was meet, commanded that all who 
desired to be knighted with him should be given 
raiment. A thousand of them were from foreign 
countries, and these he enriched with horses and 
apparel. 

Then he said to his friends, "Ye counsel me to 
take tlie name of king. It were well if I loved from my 
heart her who shall wear the crovm by my side. I 
will never rest till I have made good to her what she 
hath suffered.” 

And when his men asked him who the maiden was 
that should rule over them at court, he answered, 
"Hilda of India, who never in this world will bring 
shame on me or my friends.” 

Wien they heard this, both his father and mother 
were of his mind. 

Six hundred youths or more were dubbed knights 
with Hagen; tlien according to Christian custom he 
and Hilda were annointed and crowned, and delayed 
not to ride at the head of their men. 

The king’s friends tilted gallantly by the way, and 
King Siegebant himself tourneyed with them. He w'as 
merry of his cheer, and heeded not the cost. And 
when they had ridden on knightly wise, the scr\'ants 
of the household were not idle, but brought out the 
seats broad and long, with the chairs and tables. 

After the Mass had been sung. Queen Uta rode to 
the court, and many fair women with her, whom the 
young warriors welcomed right gladly. And when 
King Siegebant sat by Uta, and Hagen by Hilda, the 
folk said among themselves that he was fortunate in 
his dear son. In front of their tables the knightliness 
of their men was proven with the clash of many spears. 
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Then, when the Irish king was done eating, flowers 
and grass were trodden to tlie dust by his guests, for 
loud was the din of the tourney. All who were strong 
and hale tilted before the women. Four-and-twenty 
knights behind shields rode on to the plain, and strove 
together in many a gallant joust, while beautiful 
women watched them. This had been ill left luidone. 

The son of Siegebant rode himself in the tourney, 
and his dear one, seeing him, was not sorry. All he 
had owed to her in a strange land he made good to 
her now, for he was a valiant knight. And by the side 
of the host, amid the dust, rode fifteen kings, Chris- 
tians and heathens, that held their lands from him, and 
served well both Siegebant and Hagen. The hightide 
endured long, and the joy thereof was great. Loud 
was the din of the smiting and of the throng. 

Then the host bade his guests cease from their 
labours and go where the %yomen sat. 

Siegebant said to the kings who were beside him, 
“I give my land, the folk and the castles thereof 
near and far, to my son Hagen, and all my knights 
shall have him to their lord."” 

So when Siegebant had thus yielded up his right, 
Hagen begi n to give lands and castles in fee with 
good rvill. They that w'ere to hold them deemed him 
so worthy of trust that they received them gladly. 

Many hands were reached to the young king, that 
took them in his, as was the feudal custom. He gave 
treasure and raiment to his guests from far and near. 
The hightide of so kind a prince would not come 
amiss to poor folk in our day. 

The damsels that he had brought with him into 
that country weie at the court, and one of these was 
sent for and bidden go before Queen Hilda and the 
king. She came from Iserland, and w'as as fair as any 
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coxild wish. A young prince desired' her for 'his wife, 
that had seen her by the queen, and so could swear 
that she was fit to wear a crown. She had been the 
companion of Queen Hilda, and a great kingdom 
was her reward. 

Then his guests bade the king and his men farewell, 
and took the noble maiden ■with them to Nor^vay, 
their home, where she lived happily after her many 
sorrows. 

So Hagen began to rule in Ireland, and sorely 
.punished the wrongdoers that he found among the 
people. Over eighty were beheaded inside of a year. 
After which he carried war into the land of his 
enemies, but for the sake of the poor let nothing be 
burnt. Yet, if any was over%veening, the castles of 
that man were destroyed, and vengeance taken 
with deep death-wounds. In pitched battles he was 
a bold warrior, and over-proud knights were humbled 
by this devil-king; his foemen knew it to their cost. 

So the hero lived merrily and was glad of his cheer. 

His wife from India bare him a fair daughter, who 
was called Hilda, and whose story is well kno^vn. 

This child 'wild Hagen caused to be reared on such 
wise that the sim never beat on her, and the wnd 
seldom touched her. Noble women and the kinsmen 
he trusted most had charge of her. 

Or she reached her twelfth year the royal maid 
was beautiful beyond compare, and her fame spread 
abroad. 

Great and noble princes began to ponder how they 
might woo the daughter of wild Hagen. One of these 
dwelled in Waleis, near Denmark, and when he 
heard of her beauty he longed for her exceedingly. 

, But Hagen scorned him and vowed he would take 
from him both his life and his honour. In his pride 
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Hagen killed all the envoys that were sent to woo the 
princess. He would give her to none that was less 
mighty than himself ; and this news was noised abroad. 

He hanged twenty envoys or more, even all that 
were sent after his daughter. They that could not 
avenge them were heavy-hearted. 

Many that heard it desired her no more to wife; 
yet she lacked not good knights to woo her, for, as 
the proverb saith, “For every man that is proud, 
another is prouder still," and Hagen was to know 
sorrow from them that sought to win her. 
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HOW WATE WENT TO IRELAND 

In Denmark, as is well knoMm, there grew up a hero 
whose kinsmen dwelled in Sturmland, and reared 
him in honour. He was likewise overlord of Ortland. 
Certes, he was high-bom and mighty. 

One of his kinsmen, called Wate, who served liim 
for castles and, land, reared him with care, because 
of the blood tie between them. He taught him every 
virtue, and never let him from his sight. 

Bold Horant, a king in Denmark, was Wate’s 
sister’s son, and aftenvards earned well the crowm that 
Hetel gave him for reward. 

Great Hetel dwelled at Hegeling, near Ortland, and 
owned tlierein eighty castles or more. They that 
had the keeping of them served him daily with 
honour. He ruled over Friesland, land and sea, and 
held Dietmarsch and Waleis in his hand, for he was 
mighty and had many Idnsmen; and thereto he was 
grimly bold, and often laid snares for his enemies. 

Hetel was an brphan and had, therefore, need of 
a \vife. Both his father and mother were dead that 
had left him the land ; and, albeit, he had otherwise 
many kinsmen, he wearied among them. 

The highest of these counseUed the young king 
to wed one worthy of him, but the young knight 
answered, "I know none meet to be queen of the 
Hegelings, nor to be brought to my castle.” 

27 
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Tlien young Morunc of the Nibelung land said, 
“I know oi one noble enough, nnd have heard that 
none on tlic whole cartli is fairer. We jnight gla<U}' 
seek to win licr for Ihy dear one." 

The king asked who this might be, and what her 
name was. 

"Her n.amc is Iliida," he answered, "and she 
dwellcth in Ireland. Her father is called Hagen, and 
is of the famil}' of Gcr. Came she hither, joy and 
bliss were thine for evermore." 

"But it hath been told me,” said Prince Hctel, 
"that her father is wroth if ,any woo her, and that 
by reason thereof man}' a noble man iiath perished. 
1 desire not the death of anj’ kinsman, " 

"Send into Horant’s country' and bid him hither,” 
Jlorunc answered. "He knowclh and hath seen all 
the ways of Hagen. \Vc cannot compass this without 
his help." 

"I wnli follow thj' counsel," said Hctcl, "since she 
is so fair. But when they go to win her tlrou must 
be with them, for I trust thec with good cause. If 
ever she be queen of the Hcgclings, profit and honour 
shall be thine.” 

Thereupon he dispatched envoys into Denmark to 
Horant, his kinsman, and prayed tlic kmigiit to an'sit 
liim wftljin seven days, if he was minded to do him 
a service. 

BTicn the envoys arrived and Horant heard 
the message, he was so willing to render faithful 
serv'Jce that he gladly did what was asked of him; 
by reason whereof he came later in peril and sore 
straits. 

He rode quickly' to the court \%'ith sixty of his 
men, and after learing Ms home went the faster, 
that he might learn wherein he could help his lord. 
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He and his comrades arrived there well apparelled 
on the seventh morning. 

The king went to meet the good warrior, and saw 
that he liad bold Frute of Denmark witli liim. He 
was glad to see them, for they cased him in part of 
his heaviness, and he said with a smile, "Thou art 
welcome, Frute, my kinsman.” 

Tlien Horant and Frute advanced, and he asked 
how it stood with tliem in Denmark. To which they 
both answered, "But a short time ago we gave man\' 
deadly wounds in battle.” 

He asked who had ridden against them. 

"We have fought with them of Portugal. Their 
proud king would not let us be, and did us dail}' annoy 
on our marches.” 

"Let the matter rest,” said young Hetel. "I ween 
old Wate will not yield tlie marches of Sturmland 
wherein he dwellcth. Tlic man that won a castle 
from him would dcscn'c lasting praise.” 

Then tlic heroes went in and sat down in a large 
hall, and Horant and Frute began to speak with 
young men’s wisdom of the w'ooing of high-bom 
. w’omen, while the young king hearkened gladly and 
rcw'arded them W'cU. 

. Hetel asked Horant : " If thou know it, I pray thee 
tell me how it standeth with Hilda, the king’s daughter, 
for I would fain send her my service and my greeting.’’ 

The bold knight answered: “Concerning that 1 
have full knowledge. A fairer maiden I never saw 
tlian noble Hilda of Ireland, wild Hagen's daughter. 
Jleet is she and worthy to wear a crown.” 

Hetel asked him then, “Might her father be won 
to give me the fair damsel? If I deemed him friendly, 
I w'ould woo her, and would not cease to rcw'ard him 
that helped me to the maid.” 
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“It may not be,’’ said Horant. "None rideth as 
envoy into Hagen’s land; nor am I myself in haste 
to do it. All that are sent thither are slain or hanged,’’ 

Whereat Hetel cried, "However much I might 
desire her, if he slew one of my envoys, Hagen of 
Ireland should forfeit his own life. Be he never so 
bold, he would suffer for his grimness. ’’ 

Then spake Frute the knight: "Were but Wate 
thy messenger to Ireland, we might prosper, and bring 
thee the maiden. \Ve must else be hewn to the heart 
with wounds." 

To which King Hetel answered, "Send then to 
Sturmland. Wate \rill surely ride wherever I desire 
him to go. Summon also Irolt and his men from 
Friesland." 

So the envoys hasted to Sturmland, where they 
found bold Wate among his knights, and bade him 
come to the king. 

Wate marvelled what the king of the Hegelings 
could want of him, and asked if he should take with 
him helmet or harness, or any of his men. 

To this one of the envoys answered, " We have not 
heard that he hath need of warriors; only that he 
would see thee.” 

Wate was willing to go. He left his castles and his 
land guarded, and when he got to horse there followed 
him only twelve of his men. He hastened to the 
court and arrived in the land of the Hegelings. 

When the Icnight reached Kampatille Hotel was 
not sorry, and ran to meet him, considering how he 
should receive his old friend. He greeted him gladly, 
crying "Welcome, Sir Wate! It is long since I saw 
thee and sat by thee, what time we waged war on 
our foes." 

“Good friends should hold together,” Wate 



HOW WATE WENT TO IRELAND 31 

answered, "that they may the better withstand 
their stark adversaries.” 

He grasped his hand as a friend, and the tv'ain 
went apart and sat down. 

The king was mighty, and Wate was high and 
proud in all his doings ; and Hetel pondered how he 
could make him go to Ireland. 

At last the young knight said, "I sent for thee, 
for I have need of envoys to ride into wild Hagen’s 
land; and I loiow none better than thou, dear friend 
Wate. As an envoy thou art right eloquent.” 

Old Wate answered, “Gladly and well will I sue 
for aught that may be for thine honour. Trust 
me to bear it through to thy desire, if death 
hinder not.” 

"If stark Hagen agree to give me his fair daughter,” 
said Hetel, “all my friends counsel me that I should 
make her queen of my land, and my heart inclineth 
thereto.” 

Then Wate spake out angrily, "He that said that 
to thee were not sorry if I died this day. None other, 
I ween, hath urged thee to this — that I bring thee 
fair Hilda — than Frute of Denmark; so well guarded 
is the maiden. I -will not rest till Horant and Frute, 
that told thee of her beauty, are joined with me in 
this service.” 

So Hetel sent for them both straightway, and other 
of his kinsmen were also bidden come to the great 
king at his court, and he and Wate spake no more 
in secret. 

When bold Wate saw Horant and Frute of Den- 
mark he cried, " God reward you, ye heroes, that ye 
have desired so mine honour and my journey hither. 
Ye are eager that I ride as an envoy! Now shall ye 
both go with me, that we may deserve the favour 
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of the king. They that destroy my peace shall share 
my peril." 

Horant the Dane answered, “I will gladly go. 
Even if the king let me tarry behind, I would not 
shun danger where fair women can be seen, that may 
bring joy to me and my kin.” 

"We must take seven hundred men -with us on this 
journey," said Frute, "for Hagen alloweth honour 
to none: he deemeth himself so mighty. If he think 
to overcome us by force, we rviU abate his pride. 
Bid them build, 0 King, a ship of cypress-wood for 
the sea, goodly and strong to cany the men; let the 
mast be bound rvith silver, and get together the 
needful food. Let helmets be wrought well and uith 
care, and good hauberks, to take with us. So shall 
we the better win -wild Hagen’s daughter. My nephew 
Horant, who is an artful man, shall stand at his stall, 
where I \viE gladly bear him company, and will 
sell buckles and bracelets, gold and precious stones 
to the w'omen. So shall we avoid suspicion. We ^vill , 
take with us weapons and apparel for sale. And since 
the matter of Hagen's daughter is so perilous that 
none can win her save by war, let Wate himself choose 
whom he would to ride with him.” 

To this old Wate made answer, "I cannot play the 
merchant. Little leisure hath been mine for the 
amassing of goods. I have ever shared them with 
heroes; w'hich I still am minded to do. I have little 
skiE in the bringing of dainty presents to fair women. 
Since I am here by the counsel of my kinsman Horant, 
he know'eth right weE how it standeth with Hagen: 
with his strength he is equal to six-and-twenty men. 
If he hear of this wooing we shaE hardly escape. 
Bid them hasten, O King, to cover our vessel with 
planks, for it must be fiUed beneath with good knights 
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that mil help us to fight, if wild Hagen allow us not 
to quit him in peace. A himdred warriors at the least 
must go with us to Ireland, with their battle harness; 
and Horant, my kinsman, with two hundred men 
shall stand at his stall, and fair women shall visit 
him. Let them also build three goodly ships to convey 
the horses alongside us, and meats, more than we 
shall consume in a year. We will tell Hagen that we 
fled from Sturmland because Hetel did evilly entreat 
us, and -will go to the court straightway bearing Hilda 
and Hagen rich presents. So ^viU the king show us 
favom. We will say, every one, that we be banished 
men, and thus -win grace from wild Hagen, who will 
bid lodging be given to us strangers, and will let us 
want for little in his land.” 

Hetel asked the knights, "WTien will ye forth, 
dear friends?” 

"When summer is come,” they answered, "about 
the May time, our clothes %vill be ready, and we shall 
ride. Meanwhile, let what we have need of be fashioned 
carefully and well — the sails and oars, the ships and 
galleys that we shall take mth us, that the waves 
of the deep sea harm us not.” 

"Ride home to your lands,” said Hetel. "Spend 
nothing on horses and apparel. I \\'ill provide for all 
your men on such wise that no woman need shame 
her to look upon you.” 

So Wate took his leave and rode to Sturmland; 
and Horant and Frute returned straightway to Den- 
mark, where they were called kings. They dreamed 
not of withholding service from Hetel. 

At home Hetel declared his intent, and his car- 
penters worked busily. They built his ships with all 
their skill; the sides were well riveted with silver, 
and the masts were strong and goodly; they covered 

^ 880 
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the helm with bright gold, red like fire, for the king 
was rich. Since it was fixed that they should go, thc}^ 
prepared well for the V05'age. Tlieir cable was brought 
from afar, even from Arabia — so good an one hath 
never been seen — that the}' might the better sail 
from Hegeling across the deep sea. 

Late and early they worked at the sails, for the 
king bade tliem make haste. They chose thereto silk 
of Abalie, tlie best they could find. They that fashioned 
them were not idle. \\Tio will trow us when we tell 
that the anchor was WTOUght of silver? The king 
was set upon high wooing, and by reason of his eager- 
ness many of them had little rest. 

Vfiien the ships were boarded and seated against 
the weather and for war, they summoned them that 
were to fare in search of the beautiful maiden. None 
were bidden save whom the king trusted. 

Wate rode from Sturmland, till he met witli He tel. 
His horses went heavily laden with silver and apparel. 
He brought ivith him four hundred men. Bold Hetd 
won many brave guests. 

Morunc, the swift knight, rode from Friesland, and 
brought two hundred warriors. The king was told 
how that they were come with helmets and harness. 
Without tarrying came also Irolt; they were all 
Hetel’s kinsmen. 

Horant, the bold man, rode from Denmark. Willing 
envoys, a thousand or more, had Hetel won to send 
forth. Had he not been so mighty, he had never 
carried it through. 

Irolt of Ortland had made him ready on such rriss 
that, had the king given him never a stitch, he and 
his men were so well equipped for setting forth, that 
they had not needed to ask aught of any man. 

The king greeted them, as was meet. Irolt he took 
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kindly by the hand; then he went to where old 
Wate sat. 

Wien the valiant knights were to leave the country 
they were bidden see that they had ever3'thing they 
needed to take vdth them. The heroes saw for them- 
selves that the vessels were goodly. So on crafty 
ivise Hetel dispatched his envoys for fair Hilda. They 
had by them on the water two new galleys, strong and 
staunch, two boats for their baggage, and thereto tlie 
best ship that ever sailed the sea from that land. 

And now they were eager to be gone. Their horses 
and equipment were aboard. Wate counselled King 
Hetel to be of good cheer till they returned, for they 
were all glad to serve him. 

But the king spake sadly; "I commend to your 
care the youths that go into peril for my sake; for 
thine own honour teach them daily of thy wisdom." 

To which Wate answered, "Whatsoever we do 
over yonder, fail not thou at home in aught pertaining 
to honour, and guard the kingdom for us; the youths 
will have plenty of my counsel.” 

Bold Frute had charge of the king’s treasure- 
chamber, where laj' gold and jewels and many a thing 
beside. The king gave them all that they desired. 
If Frute asked for one thing the king granted him 
tliirty. 

An hundred men were chosen to lie hid in the vessel, 
lest it should come to a battle, albeit their intent was 
to win tlie maid by cunning. The king gave them of 
his great treasure gladl}^ They took all manner of 
folk witli them, knights and squires, equipped as if 
they were leaving their land for ever. 

Hetel said to the heroes, "Now God in heaven go 
\vith you." 

Horant answered, " Have no fear. WTien we retimi 
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we shall have with us maidens so fair that thou uilt 
be glad to welcome them.” 

Tlic king rejoiced to hear it, nevertheless their 
return was yet far off. 

He took leave of them witli kisses. His heart was 
hca\'>' because of the toil they must undergo. He 
feared for them cverj' hour, for he had not the nature 
that could find comfort. 

By good fortune a north wind blew, that filled the 
sails as the heroes desired, and tlieir ship glided 
smoothly from the land. Any that had skill in sea- 
craft taught the youths. 

Wc know not, and cannot say, where they found 
ni At quarters on the sea for six-and-thirtj’’ days. Ah 
the youths that were with them sware on oath, letter 
by letter, to stand by them truly. 

Albeit they were of their owm will on the rough 
waves, they often suffered annoy; though at other 
times the sea was smooth. Wlioso dwelleth on the 
water must endure misery. 

A thousand miles or more they had sailed across 
the sea to Hagen’s castle at Baljan, where they tell 
us he held shameful rule. But herein they lie foolishly, 
for it agreeth not ivith liistory. 

When the Hegelings drew nigh to the castle they 
were perceived, and all the folk w’ondered from what 
king’s land the waves' had borne them; for they were 
clad in goodly raimen't. 

They anchored their\ship straightway, and lowered 
their sails, and soon th'^e news was told in Hagen’s 
castle that strangers weire come thither. 

They went dow from ^eir ships and carried their 
goods on shore, that if an^ needed or desired a thing 
they could buy it there. Tijhey were rich enow, but 
they spent not their money’ to ^vin trade. Sixty or 
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more of the bold men stood like merchants on the 
strand. Frute of Denmark was the master, and wore 
better clothes than the rest. 

Then because his guests were so rich, the burgo- 
master of the town of Baljan rode out with his 
burgesses to visit the false merchants, that bare 
them as best they could. And when he asked them 
whence they were come across the sea, Frute answered, 
"Our land lieth far off. We be merchants, and have 
rich masters on board.” 

Wate bade them make a treaty for them with the 
king. It was easy to see from his high bearing that he 
was grim to them in his power. 

So they brought the guests to Hagen with the story, 
and he said, “ I grant you peace and safety. He that 
doeth these strange knights any hurt rviU atone for 
it on the gallows. Wherefore have no fear. Nothing 
shall harm you in my land.” 

Thereupon they gave the lung the worth of a 
tliousand marks at least in precious jewels, though 
he desired not so much as a penny, but only that 
they would show what they had for sale that was 
meet for knights and noble women. 

Hagen thanked them and said, " Had I but three 
days to live, I should make good to my guests what 
tliey have given me. If they lack for aught, may all 
men blame me for evermore.” 

Then the king began to divide what they had 
brought him. There were bracelets meet for lovely 
women, and rich embroidered bands; also head- 
dresses and rings. These the host hastened to give 
away. His wfe and daughter knew that such costly 
gifts had seldom been brought to his kingdom by 
merchant folk. 

Horant and Wate were the first to send their 
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offerings to the court. Sixty pieces of the costliest 
silk any\vhere, and forty pieces inwrought with gold 
were carried on shore; purple stuffs and the silks of 
Bagdad were poor beside them. They gave also 'an 
hundred bales of linen, the best they had, and added 
rich linings, to the number of forty, to match the 
silks. If praise be for the buying they must have 
won it by their gifts. They sent also twelve saddled 
horses of Castile, and many coats of mail, and cun- 
ningly mought helmets, and twelve shields inlaid 
with gold. The guests of King Hagen gave freely. 

Horant rode to court with his offering, and stark 
Irolt with him; and Hagen was told that his guests 
had sent another message. It was easily seen by their 
gifts that they were kings. Four-and-twenty goodly 
men were vith them, clad in such wise that Hagen’s 
warriors might have thought they were come to be 
dubbed knights. 

One of the courtiers said to the king, "Receive 
the gifts they bring thee, and leave not the guests 
unthanked.’’ So he did this, albeit he was rich 
himself, and said, "I thank you gladly and vith 
cause.” 

Then they sent for the chamberlains, and bade 
them examine the things with care; who, when they 
saw what they were, marvelled greatly. 

One of them said, “I tell thee, O King, that there 
lie here many vessels of gold and silver, adorned with 
jewels rich and precious. They have given thee, 
beyond doubt, to the value of twenty thousand 
marks.” 

The host answered, "Blessed be my guests! I will 
share it now with my knights.” 

^Vhatsoever they asked, the king gave them. To 
each he gave according to his desire. 



HOW WATE WENT TO IRELAND 39 

• Tlien he bade both the youths Irolt and Horant 
sit beside him, and began to inquire of them whence 
they came. "For never in my life have guests brought 
me gifts so worthy of praise.” 

Horant the knight answered, " I will tell thee. We 
will bewail our evil case to thee, that tliou mayest 
show us mercy. We have been driven from our home. 
A great king hath vented his math on us.” 

Wild Hagen said, "What is the name of him that 
hath forced you to flee from your castles and your- 
country? Ye seem to me such goodly men that he 
had done better, and more wisely, to keep you. He 
asked the name of him that had banished them, and 
whose anger had forced them to flee to foreign 
countries. 

Horant the knight answered, "I uill tell the truth. 
He is called Hetel of the Hegeling land, and is power- 
ful and stark and strong of his hand. He hath bereft 
us of many a high joy; by reason whereof we are the 
heavier of our cheer.” 

Said wild Hagen then, “It hath fallen out well for 
you, for what he hath taken from you shall be made 
good. So long as I have aught ye shall not have to 
ask much from the king of the Hegelings.” And 
further he said, “If ye be minded to tarry here, I 
wfll share my lands mth you and show you such 
honour as King Hetel hath never done, and give you 
ten times more than he hath taken from you.” 

“We would gladly abide with thee,” answered 
Horant of Denmark, " but we fear, yea, hourly I should 
be in dread, that, if Hetel of the Hegelings found that 
we were in Ireland, he would never let us live, for he 
knoweth the way hither.” 

Hagen said to the two friends, “Agree to tarry, 
and rest in peace. Hetel would never dare to seek 
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you in this land \vith evil intent. That were a shame 
to myself.” 

He bade them be lodged in the town, and enjoined 
his burgesses to show them all the honour they 
could. The water-weary knights were soon installed 
at their ease, for the townsfolk did his bidding, and 
forty or more of the best houses were emptied for 
the Danes. The burgesses quitted them gladly. 

Their costly baggage was carried on shore, while 
they that lay hid deemed it had been better to fight 
in battle than to wait till the wooing prospered with 
fair Hilda. 

The king gave orders that his noble guests be 
asked if they would share his bread and wine, till 
they had princes’ lands of their own. 

But Frute of Denmark answered, "That were a 
shame to us all. Were King Hetel rightly minded 
towards us, so much silver and gold have we at home 
that, did we eat nothing else, we could well stay our 
hunger therewith.” 

Then Frute bade them set up his booth. Never 
was such a wonder in the land, that merchant folk 
should part rvith their rich goods so cheapljC They 
might have sold all they had the first day. 

They that desired them bdtfght jewels and gold. 
The king showed favour to his guests with cause. If 
any wanted goods rvithout paying for them they got 
them for nothing. One would scarce believe, if he 
were told, how freely Wate and bold Frute gave of 
their merchandise. They strove hard to win honour; 
__ which reached the ears of the fair women at court. 
Poor folk were seen clad in their garments, and they 
that had run in debt, easily won their pledges back. 

The young princess got news of them from her 
chamberlain, and said to the king, "Dear father. 
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the bold hnights come to her chamber, that she 
might inquire further of them. Which, they tell us, 
they promised her and granted readily. 

The young princess was not sorry, and all the 
women hastened to adorn themselves with gold and 
apparel; they were eager to see how the strange 
knights would demean them. 

When now old Hilda sat by her daughter, the lovely 
maidens took care that naught should be seen in 
them which any could call unworthy of a king’s child. 

Then old Wate was bidden to go to the princess. 
Despite his grey hairs she had some childish fears 
of him ; yet on courteous wise she went towards him, 
and received him the first of all, albeit she was maybe 
loath to kiss him. His beard was broad and his hair 
interwoven wth richly embroidered bands. She bade 
both Wate and Frute sit do\ra. Before her chair 
stood the noble men versed in courtesy, and that had 
done many a brave deed boldly in battle. The heroes 
won honour thereby, and praise was their reward. 

Queen Hilda and her daughter asked Wate in 
jest whether he had liefer sit beside fair -women, or 
fight in grim battle, and he answered, "The last is 
more to my mind. However oft I have sat by fair 
women, one thing I have still held better, and that 
was to fight, when the hour was come, with good 
warriors in fierce battle.” 

At this the lovely maiden laughed aloud. She saw 
well that it irked him to be with women, whereat 
there was more jesting in the hall. 

Then Queen Hilda and her daughter spake -with 
Monme’s men. She asked concerning the old man, 
"What is his name? Hath he anywhere folk, castles 
and land? Hath he -wife or child in his castle? I -ween 
in liis home they are little caressed.” 
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with gold. Where knights were needed, their prowess 
was proven. 

Tlie king’s men wore their shields and their clubs 
and their bucklers at court, and there was jousting in 
plenty: fighting with the javelin and shooting at 
goodly shields. The young heroes were undismayed. 

Then Hagen asked Wate and his men if, in their land, 
they had ever seen such fierce tQting as his knights 
practised in Ireland: whereat Wate smiled scornfully. 

"I have never seen the like,” he said, "Would any 
teach it me, I would gladly stay here a full year, till 
I had rightly learned it. To the master that would 
instruct me therein I would not grudge reward." 

Said the king to his guest, "For the friendship I 
bear thee, I will bid my skilfullest master teach thee, 
that thou mayest learn three strokes to deal when 
there is fighting in fierce battle. Thou mayest per- 
chance profit thereby later." 

So the master came and began to teach bold Wate, 
and soon fell in fear for his life, for Wate stood on his 
defence as he had been a fighter by trade; whereat 
Frute of Denmark laughed. It was well for the teacher 
that he sprang aside like a rvild leopard. In Wate's 
hand the good sword rang loud without pause, that 
sparks of fire were struck from the shields. The 
master had to thank his pupil for this. 

Then said wild Hagen, "Give me the sword, I would 
have some sport with him of Sturmland, and see if I 
can teach him my four strokes, that he may thank me.” 

Old Wate was not slow to approve, and said to the 
king, " I must have thy promise. Prince Hagen, that 
thou wilt do me no hurt. Didst thou hew me with 
wounds, I should be shamed before women.” 

Now Wate could defend himself as none in this 
world would believe. 
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The artless man smote Hagen heavil}-, that he 
began to smoke like a watered firebrand, albeit he 
was the master and the other the scholar; stark enow 
was Wate. The host also drave at his guest with 
mighty blows. 

The folk looked on, rejoicing at the strength of 
both men. The king soon ^scovered Wate’s mastery, 
and W'ould have been WToth, had he not lost honour 
thereb}'. Yet, though they were both strong, Hagen 
proved him the stronger. 

Then said Wate to the king, " Let us fight, as thou 
hadst not promised to spare me. I have now’ learned 
thy four strokes well, and would fain thank thee.” 

Such thanks might he have gotten from a wild 
Saxon or a Frank. 

When it w'as a fair fight the hall began to shake 
with their blows. In any other undertaking tliey 
must have prospered. So fierce was the combat 
tliat their swords sprang loose from the hilts. 

Then they went and sat down, and the host said 
to the guest ; " Didst thou tell me thou wert fain to 
learn? Certes, I never saw tlie man w’hose scholar I 
had liefer be, to loam such skill. YTieresoever such 
sports are practised tliou must win praise in the lists.” 

Irolt said to the king, “This was done that 5’e might 
measure 5’our strengths. We have often seen the like 
in our master’s land. Botli knights and squires practise 
thus daily.” 

Cried Hagen, "Had I known that, no sword had 
come in m}’ hand. I have never seen a scholar learn 
so fast.” \\Tiereat many a mother’s son laughed. 

Tlie king allowed his guests to drive what sports 
they would, which they of Ortland did gladly. \\Tien 
the time himg heavy, they would put the stone and 
shoot with tlie javelin. 
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HOW HORANT SANG SWEETLY 

Good fortune befell them one night, for the bold 
knight of Denmark sang wth so sweet a voice that 
he pleased aU the folk. The birds stopped their 
singing, and the king and all his men listened witli 
delight, that the Dane won many a friend thereby. 

The old queen heard it too, for the melody rang 
through tlie \vindow where she sat on the rampart. 

Said fair Hilda then, “What did I hear? The 
sweetest song that ever I heard in this world hath 
reached mine ears. Would to God in heaven my 
chamberlain could do the like.” 

She bade tliem fetch the knight that had sung so 
sweetly, and th''anked him warmly when he appeared, 
because her evening had sped with joy. The warrior 
was well received^ by Hilda’s women. 

The queen said, “We rvould hear the song that 
reached us erstwmle. I would deem it a favour to 
hearken to thy suWng every night. Thou shalt be 
weU rewarded." \ 

"If thou desire it^ queen, and thank me, I rvill at 
any time sing so goo'd a song that whoso heareth its 
sweetness aright shall Vorget his sorrow and his care.” 

He said he would gdadly serve her, and took his 
leave. He w'on more by his song in Ireland than he 
,46 
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liad ever done at home. So the knight of Denmark 
worked well for Hetcl. 

When the night was over and it was da\\'n, Horant 
began to sing, that tlic birds in the hedges kept silence 
to listen to his sweet notes, and the folk that were 
asleep lay not long abed. 

His song rang out clear, ever higher and better. 
Hagen himself, who was .sitting by his wife, heard it, 
and the}’ must needs go forth from their room on to 
the rampart. And fortune favoured the guest, for the 
young princess heard it also; wild Hagen's daughter 
and her maidens sat and listened, whilst the birds 
round about the palace forgot their song. The knights, 
too, marked how swcctlj' he of Denmark sang, and he 
was thanked by women and men alike. 

But Frutc of Denmark said, "My nephew would 
do well to stop these stupid notes. I hear liim singing. 
For whom is this foolisli morning psalm ? " 

To which Hagen's knights answered, "Tell us now, 
is there any man alive so sick that he would not hear 
with delight the voice that gocth out of his mouth? " 

"Would to God in heaven," said the king, "that 
I could do the like myself." 

Wlicn he had sung three songs to the end, none 
thought it long. Had he sung while one may ride a 
thousand miles, it had seemed to them no more than 
a moment wherein one may turn his hand. 

That morning, after he had finished and risen from 
his scat, the young princess was merrier of her cheer 
than ever before, when thc}^ were clothing her in 
her bright raiment, and she sent for Hagen her father. 

The king went to her pondering, and she caressed 
his chin with her hand, and begged him sweetly, 
saying, "Bid him sing us more songs here at court." 

To which he answered, "Dear daughter, I would 
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give him a thousand pounds to sing to thee every 
night, but my noble guests are so proud that maybe 
we shall hear his songs no more." 

With this the king left her for all she could say. 
But Horant ceased not to sing his best, nor had ever 
sung on such knightly wise before. Both sick and 
whole could think on nothing else. The beasts in the 
wood left off feeding, the worms in the grass, and the 
fishes that swim in the water, lay still to listen. Certes, 
Horant made good use of his skill. None wearied of 
his songs, or heeded the singing of the priests in the 
church. The bells rang less sweetly than they were 
wont. All that heard Horant yearned towards him. 

The beautiful maiden sent for him secretly, that 
her father might not know, nor her mother be told, 
that she had him in her room by stealth. A wily 
chamberlain won her meed of red gold, twelve heavy 
armlets bright and precious, that the master-singer 
might come to her quarters by night. 

He contrived it privily. Certes, the man rejoiced 
that he had won such favour at court. For he was 
come from far lands to rvin her, and because of his 
skill she looked on him kindly. 

She bade her chamberlain stand before the house, 
that none might go in after Horant, till she had heard 
his song to the end. No man w'as there save him and 
young Monmc. 

Then she bade the knights sit down, and said, 
“Sing to me again what I have already heard. I am 
fain to hear it, for no delight or pastime can compare 
'vith thy voice." 

"Durst I sing to thee, young princess, mthout thy 
father Hagen taking my head off, and wert thou nigh 
to my master’s land I would proudly serve thee in 
all things." 
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He began the song of Amalie, that Christian man 
hath never learned before or since, except he hatli 
heard it on unknown seas. Horant the bold and courtl}' 
kniglif did good ser\’ice therewith. 

Wien he had ended the sweet song, the fair damsel 
said, "I thank thee, friend"; and gave him a bracelet 
from her ann; no other gold had been so precious. 
"I reward thee gladly, and bear thee good will for 
thi.s." She promised bc.sides, and gave him her hand 
on it, that if ever she wore a crown and ruled a land, 
none should drive him farther than to her aistlc, 
where he might abide with honour. 

Of all that she offered him he took only a girdle. 
"Lest it be said of me that I asked too much," he 
told her. "I will bear this to my master, who will 
rejoice at my ne\s’s." 

She questioned him, "\\lio is thy master, and what 
is his name ? Hath he a crown and country of his own ? 
Of a truth I am well inclined to him for love of thee." 

llie bold Dane answered, "I never saw so miglity 
a king; and did none betray us, princess, I would fain 
tell thee how our master took leave of us, when he 
.sent us hither to thy father's castle and countrj'." 

She said, " Let me hear the king’s message, and I will 
tell thee, or we part, whether itscemeth good to me.” 

Horant feared Hagen, and it began to irk him there 
at court. So he said to the damsel, "He bade us tell 
thee that he loved thee from a heart void of hate. 
Lady, grant him th)’’ favour; he hath turned from all 
other women for thy sake.” 

She answered, " God reward him that he inclineth 
toward me. Were he of equal birth, I would wed him, 
wouldst thou but sing to me night and morning.” 

"Have no fear,” .said he, “I will do it gladly.” 
And further he said, "My master, noble maiden, hath 
E 



50 SIXTH ADVENTURE 

always at liis court twelve men that sing far better 
than I. Yet, albeit, their songs are sweet, my master 
singctli the best of all." 

She answered, "Since thy master is so shilled, I 
will ahrays desire to reward him tliat ho hatli sought 
my love. If I durst def}* my father, I would v.illinglj' 
foDow thee hence." 

Tlien said Morunc, "Prince.ss, we have at hand 
seven Jiundrcd hnights, that gladly share both our 
good and evil fortune. Wert thou once on tlie water, 
thou needest have no fear that we would ever give 
thee up to wild Hagen. \Vc arc eager to bo gone. 
Entreat of Hagen that he allow tliy mother and thee 
to go dowm to look at our ships.” 

"Right billing am I, if m}’ father will permit it. 
Demand of the king and his men that I ride dowm 
to the beach with my maidens. If my father give his 
word, tell me three days afore the time." 

The chief cliambcrlain had the right to go in often 
to the princess, and tliat good kniglit entered to talk 
with the women, and found the two warriors there. 
They had cause to tremble for their lives. 

He asked Hilda, "Wljo are they that sit here?" 
The bold warriors were never in worse case. To them 
he said, "Wio bade 3'ou to this room? He that did 
it hath counselled you ill." 

"Be not WTOth," said Hilda. "No hurt need befall 
them. If thou wouldst not suffer from mine anger 
for ever, bring them secretly to tlieir cliamber. Else 
would he profit Ettlc from his knightly singing.” 

"Is it he that singeth so well? I know one of the 
same sort, than whom king never won better warrior 
(my father and his mother were the cliildren of one 
father), for he was a good and valiant hero.” 

"What was his name?" the maiden asked. 
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“He was called Horant, and was from Denmark. 
Albeit he wore no crowm, he deserved one. Now we 
■ are strangers, but once we lived merrily together 
by Hetel.” 

When Morunc knew him that they had banished 
from his land at home, he was moved, and his eyes 
brimmed over for sorrow, whereupon the princess 
regarded the knight kindly. 

The chamberlain also saw the hero's eyes wet, 
and cried, "Dear princess, they are my kinsmen. 
I tell thee true. Help them to escape, and I will be 
their guard." 

The hearts of the knights were stirred. "If my 
mistress allowed it, I would fain Idss them on their 
mouths. It is long since I had news of King Hetel 
of the Hegelings." 

"If these guests be thy kinsmen,” said the damsel 
then, "I ^viU hold them the dearer. Thou must tell 
the king who they are, that the}'’ may not sail so 
soon across the, waters." 

Tlien the two good knights went aside to confer 
in secret, and Morunc told the chamberlain his pur- 
pose, how they were come into the land after Hilda, 
and how King Hetel had sent them to woo her. 

The chamberlain said, "I am troubled on both 
sides — on the one hand concerning the king’s honour, 
and, on the other, how to save you from death through 
his wrath. Were he aware that ye desire the maiden, 
ye would never win hence alive.” 

Horant answered, " Mark my words. On the fourth 
day from now we will ask leave to quit the country, 
whereupon the king vill press on us gifts of treasure 
and apparel. But we will accept nothing, save that 
Hagen, of his courtesy, agree to ride down to 
see our ship — he and his wife, the queen. Thou must 
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help me to compass this. If we prosper therein our 
trouble will vanish, and our labours be ended. If 
the noble maiden ride to the shore, we shall be well 
rewarded for it at home by King Hetel.” 

Thereupon the crafty chamberlain brought them 
from the house wthout the king’s knowledge, till 
they were safe and nigh to their lodgfing. Such true 
service was not to be scorned there at court. 

They told Wate in secret that the high-bom maiden 
would gladly wed Hetel of the Hegelings, and took 
counsel with the knight how they should convey 
her home. 

"Came she rvithout the door, and saw I her there 
but once,” said old Wate, "however fierce the strife 
rvith them of the castle, the young princess would 
enter her father's dwelling no more.” 

This weighty matter was kept hidden. They pre- 
pared in secret for their return, and told it also to 
the knights that lay in the ship, and that were not 
loath to hear it, for they had long been weary of 
waiting. They called all their men together, and a 
whispering began among them that not a few in 
Ireland were to bewail sore. The Hegelings strove 
hard for honour ,4ind heeded not the hurt to Hagen. 

On the fourth morning they rode to court in new 
vesture cut to heart’s desire. They were eager to be 
gone, and asked leave to depart from the king and 
all his men. 

Said Hagen to the guests, "VTierefore quit ye m}' 
land ? I have given all my thought to it, how to make 
you love my country and my kingdom; and now ye 
would away and leave me on unfriendly -wise.” 

Old Wate answered, "The prince of the Hegelings 
hath sent for us. Naught will serve him but that we 
make oiu: peace rvith him. We are likewise greath' 
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longed for by them that wc left at home, ^^^5ercfo^c 
we would fain speed the faster." 

But wild Hagen said, "It grieveth me to let you 
go. Take now, for my sake, of my horses and raiment,' 
of my gold and precious stones. I would make good 
to you your costly gifts, that the folk blame me not.” 

Bui old Wate answered, "I am too rich to bear 
any of your gold hence with me. Mighty Hctcl, whose 
favour our kinsmen have -won for us, would never 
pardon us the shame. But there is one thing, 0 King, 
that we desire of tlicc (and would deem it an honour 
didst thou grant it) ; that tliou wouldst sec for thyself 
the provision we have with us. Of food fit for the best 
we have sufficient for three years to come. This we 
will give to whoever will take it, seeing we must 
away. God guard Iwth thee and thine honour. In good 
sooth we must forth, and may not tart}’ longer. 
Grant us then this high escort to onr .shijjs; let thy 
beautiful dauglitcr and the queen, thy wife, see our 
goods. We were honoured thereby for evermore. If 
Uiou show us this grace, most noble King Hagen, we 
will ask of tlicc no oilier gift." 

TI 1 C host answered liis guests courteously, sajing. 
"Since ye will not be tunicd, I will bid them saddle 
to-morrow early an hundred horses for maids and 
women. I myself will also go with them, and gladly 
e.vamiric thy ships." 

They took Uicir leave then for that night, and rode 
down to the sea, where they brought ashore good 
wine tlmt lay in their boats, and many ine.its thereto, 
that their ships were lightened. Brute of Denmark 
wa.s wise. 
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HOW THE MAIDENS WENT TO LOOK AT THE SHIP, AND 
HOW THEY WRE CARRIED OFF 

The next morning after early Mass the maidens and 
the women that Hagen was to take ivith him to the 
beach vied with one another in their dress. With 
these rode at the least a thousand good Irish knights. 

The guests had heard Mass sung at Baljan. The 
king knew not that any hiui: would befall him, but 
the leave-taking of the strangers brought him little 
honour, for through them he lost his noble daughter. 

Wlien they were come to the ships, they lifted 
Queen Hilda and her attendants on to the sand, 
and the fair women went to the ships. The booths 
stood open, and the queen beheld wonders. ICing 
Hagen himself saw many a rich jewel of great worth 
that lay on the stalls, and after he and his followers 
had looked thereon, the Hegelings showed them to 
the maidens, and bade them take of their goodly 
bracelets. 

The king was gone off on a boat to examine yet 
further, and, or they had opened all the doors of the 
treasure-room, Wate's anchors were weighed, and 
they hastened ofi ivith the women as fast as they 
could. 

Wate heeded no man’s anger, nor cared he what 
befeU the precious things on the stalls. They parted 
54 
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the old queen from the maiden, and the men that 
lay hid sprang up. 

Grimly wroth was King Hagen. The folk saw them 
hoisting the sails, and many that they threw over- 
board were wet, and swam like birds in the water 
close to the shore. The old queen wailed bitterly for 
her dear daughter. 

When \vild Hagen saw the armed men, how grimly 
he spake in his wath! "Hither with my spear on 
the instant. They that I come at \vith my hands 
shall surely die.” 

But Morunc answered gaily, "Be not so hasty. 
Howsoever swiftly thou foUow after us to fight, and 
even dost thou bring with thee a thousand warriors, 
we vill throw them all into the sea, and give them a 
wave-cool dwelling.” 

But bold Hagen’s men would not be stayed, Tlie 
water by the shore began to glitter \\ith Uie fighting. 
Swords were dra\vn and javelins hurled. Then the 
Hegelings took to their oars, and the ships flew from 
the land. 

Bold Wate sprang from the beach into a galley, 
that his harness resounded, and hastened after 
Hilda with fifty of his men. But the proud burgesses 
were eager for revenge; and Hagen came up bearing 
a sharp and heavy s^vord. Old Wate had tarried too 
long behind the others, and Hagen, grim and with 
uplifted javelin, cried uith a loud voice to his men, 
bidding them make haste, and allowing tliem no 
rest, that they might overtake the Hegelings who 
had done him this urong. He had fain killed and 
caught them all. 

But albeit he soon won to him a great host, he 
could not foUow his foes across tlie wild sea, for his 
vessels were leaky and unfit for the voyage. And 
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when they told wild Hagen how ill the matter stood, 
he and his men on the shore could do naught but 
bid the workfolk build new ships for the sea. All that 
were able came to his help, and he won, thereto, 
many a gallant and good knight. 

Tliey left Ireland on the seventh morning. They 
tliat King Hetel had sent after Hilda were not more 
th.in a thousand strong, whereas wild Hagen set out 
witli three thousand men. 

The bold Danes had sent fonvard a message to 
Hetel with the news that they brought %vith them 
Hagen's daughter on such wise that he need not be 
ashamed, but, albeit they knew' it not, they had more 
work afore them. 

King Hetel cried joyfully, "Now' is my sorrow' gone 
far from me, and I am glad because of the toil of my 
heroes in Hagen’s land! I have not ceased to mourn 
for them that left m3' home. If thou deceive me not, 
my good envoy, and dost not lie in saying thou hast 
seen the maiden with my kinsmen in this land, I 
will pa}' thee well for the news.” 

"It is the truth; I have seen the maiden. She 
said they feared greatly, although they were man}' a 
mile from her home. T am in dread,’ she said, 
‘lest my father give chase with his ships.’” 

So the king bade them pay the envoy to the value 
of a hundred marks, and helmets, swords and good 
shields were brought to the knights that stood by, 
for they were eager to ride toward her that came 
from Hagen’s dwelling. 

He took with him all tliat he could, for he hoped 
to lead his warriors forth with such pomp that no 
king's daughter might ever have had so fair a welcome 
afore. But though his men made all haste, it was long 
till ho won the folk he had need of, which irked him 



MAIDENS LOOK AT THE SHIP 57 

sore. Yet in the end he brought a thousand of his 
Mends to welcome Hilda. 

Gaily clad in bright armour, both rich and poor 
rode forth to lead the maiden home, as was meet. 
The proud knights were eager for the journey. A 
great din arose when they left the castle, and a 
multitude of folk hned the way high and low, as they 
passed along. 

Then Hetel spurred forward to behold his beautiful 
princess. 

Old Wate, the knight of Sturmland, had landed on 
the march at Waleis, and the water-weary knights, 
who had leapt ashore, had begun to prepare a lodging 
for Hilda on friendly soil, and had ordered tents to 
be pitched by the sea for old Wate’s men. Certes, 
it was a merry life. 

Thereupon fresh tidings reached them, that Hetel 
of the Hegelings was come rvith his knights, and was 
riding towards his dear one. The fair maiden thought 
only on the honour and observance wherewth they 
welcomed her to her new home, and looked not for 
any more fighting. They had all they needed, bread 
and wine, and the folk of that country, who were to 
escort them- on their way, gave them all they could, 
and let them lack for nothing they desired. 

Then Hetel came swiftly towards them with the 
friends he had summoned to him in his father’s 
kingdom, and so gaily tliey all rode in bright harness 
that the travellers rejoiced to see them. The Hege- 
lings coursed on the plain and tilted with knightly 
prowess, to the delight of the youths, and Frute of 
Denmark and wise Wate rode forward. 

Hetel saw' them from afar, and his heart was 
uplifted; he bounded with pleasure when he saw' the 
twain — best of the noble envoys he had sent to 
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Ireland after wild Hagen’s daughter; and they, on 
their side, rejoiced to see the valiant hero. Every 
iiour brought them new delight. Wate and his com- 
rades had endured nnuch toil in strange lands, for 
the which King Hetel now repaid them. 

With a laughing heart he said to his kinsmen, 
"My dear envoys, I have suffered great heaviness 
for your sake, fearing that all my men lay in bonds 
in Hagen's castle." 

He kissed lovingly both the men grey with age. It 
was such a feast for the king’s eyes as they had seldom 
found; yea, I ween it was long since such joy had 
befallen him. 

"No hurt hath come nigh us," said old Wate, 
"albeit I never heard tell of such power as Hagen 
wieldeth in his land. His people arc proud, and he 
himself is a valiant knight. It was a blessed hour 
when lie who counselled thee thought thereon, for 
of a troth we have brought thee the fairest woman 
that ever mine eyes beheld. So soon as may be (for 
the foemen are bold) we must spy all round, that 
Hagen overtake us not on this march. We might 
come in scathe by his overweening pride." 

Then Wate and Frote led King Hetel's bold liege- 
men where they were to sec fair Hilda that day. 
Many a man that was there had his helmet hewn 
above his bright shield or long. 

The Hegelings that had tarried in their own land 
by the king were now gotten from their horses on to 
the grass, and gay was the gallant company. The 
noble maiden wore a beautiful hat. Irolt of Ortland 
and Morunc of Friesland led fair Hilda by .the hand, 
one on each side of her, as she approached the king. 
High praise was her due. 

She advanced to great Hetel, and twenty maidens 
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or more with licr, all clad in white linen and tlie best 
silk, which pleased them well. And the valiant man 
greeted the maiden sweetly that afterward wore 
the crown by him, and embraced her beautiful body 
and kissed her right lovingly. 

He also welcomed each of her damsels, among 
whom was a maiden called Hildeburg, of a royal 
house and of kingl}' kin — one of them had dwelled 
long by the grifTin, and that Hagen's wife had reared 
in virtue and honour. She v.as bom in Portugal, and 
had seen so many strange folk that she yearned 
toward her own kin. 

But albeit I-Ietel greeted the women courteously, 
their pain was not yet turned to joy, for on the 
morrow at davm of day, when they thought their 
trotiblc was over, they came in great peril. 

The noble escort was bidden welcome and sal down 
by Hagen’s child on the bright flowers under tents 
of goocUy silk; but even now Hagen was at hand, by 
whom they suffered much dole. 
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HOW HAGEN PURSUED lUS DAUGHTER 

When the daw broke, bold Horant of Denmark saw 
a cross that he knew well on a sail whereon figures 
were wrought. Old Wate had little love for such 
pilgrims. 

Loud cried Morunc to Irolt then: “Ask King 
Hetel what he would do, for I have spied Hagen’s 
arms on a rich sail. We have slept too long, and, 
certes, are little likely to part from him as friends.” 

They told Hetel that his father-in-law had brought 
many ships and galleys from Ireland to the beach, 
whereupon Wate and Frute held counsel with the 
king. The Danes had scarce believed it, had they not 
seen with their eyes the knights of Hagen, that gave 
chase to royal Hilda on the shore at IValeis, where 
the men of Ortland still lay at their ease on the strand. 

"If it be my father,” said fair Hilda, when she 
heard it, “more beautiful women than any would 
trow toU mourn the work of his hand.” 

But Knight Irolt answered, “We will hinder that. 
\Vhen the rage of battle is upon him, I would not, 
for a mountain of gold, miss the sight of my uncle 
Wate b}' -^vild Hagen in the onset.” 

The high-bom maidens wept and wailed ; the ships 
rose and fell, for it was a west wnd that had brought 
the host of warriors to the march of Waleis, where 
6o 



HAGEN PURSUES HIS DAUGHTER 6l 

on tlie grim battle-field the Danes gave them a 
bloody dwelling. 

Wate bade Hilda stay on a boat, and swift on all 
sides of the ship the maiden was encircled -with 
shields; an hundred knights or more stood guard 
round the women. 

Then aU on the beach made ready for the strife: 
they that were come to welcome Hilda, and they that 
had carried her off from Ireland, to the hurt of the 
king. Many a strong man was come nigh to his 
life’s end. 

Loud cried Hetel to his warriors, "Now stand on 
your defence, brave knights. To him that never won 
gold before, I will give it in full measure and un- 
weighed. Forget not that ye face the Irish as foemen.” 

Tliey sprang ashore in their battle harness, and 
the whole land of Waleis was straightway filled with 
the fighting of heroes. Foes and friends pressed 
to one point. 

Now had Hagen also won to them on the beach, 
and the spears flew thick from the hands of good 
knights, "niey on land defended them well from the 
men of Ireland, tliat the more were woimded. Seldom 
hath a man given his child to one that paid him for it 
vith a fiery wind struck from hard helmets, before 
the eyes of fair women! Hilda rued the journey with 
tlie strangers. They stood there behind tlieir shields 
under the flying javelins, striving to smite each other 
deep wounds through the goodly hauberks. The 
water was all red wth their life's blood. 

Hagen called to his friends, that the sea resounded 
— for his strength was great — to help him to win to 
the land vith deep wounds, and sinee they did it 
gladl\% weapons were proven in the battle. 

Hagen had pressed close to the shore, and the 
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wcapous rang loud. He found Held slandiirg U'o 
niglicst to the water, where hi.'; strength had done 
wonders, so, grimly wroth, he .sprang into the waves, 
and raged towards tlic bead;. 

Arrows fell like snow-flakes on the hero, shot by 
the Hcgelings. Loud also was the din of swords; but 
many of them that would have slain him had to give 
way before his blows. 

When royal Held won to liis father-in-law, fair 
Hilda wept bitterly. It is a great wonder, since we 
know from books how stark Hagen was, tliat the 
King of the Hcgelings ever withstood him, Wdicn 
they ran at each other good helmets were heard 
resounding, and it was long or the encounter ended. 

Bold Hotel was wounded by Hagen, whereupon 
his kinsmen, with Watc of Stunnland, came to his 
help. Irolt and Morunc were good warriors and stout 
of their arm. Frutc and Watc, with his host of a 
thousand good men, pressed towards him. The kins- 
men of Hetd of the Hcgelings smote many with 
wounds; they strewed them on both sides. 

Hagen's followers had now forced their way to the 
shore, and fought with the Hcgelings there. Many 
a helmet was cloven, for they strove grimly for 
the women. 

Wlien Hagen spied young Hetd nigh him, both 
the Danes and the Hcgelings wounded many.- Tlicn 
they called to old Watc to make his way to wild Hagen. 

Stark Hagen brake through the host, for his sword 
cut deep, and gladly he avenged the rape of the 
beautiful maidens. Knights in their harness laj^ tliick 
around him, for he was grimly wroth. His sword 
sufficed not for his hate. Many noble warriors fell 
before his spear, that never told in their homes how 
it went with them in the battle. 
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But Wate, the good loiiglit, tarried not when, 
dripping from swords, he saw his good kinsmen’s 
blood flowing from their bright harness. Five hundred 
that would have helped him lay dead. 

Tliey were aU met, both the knights of that land 
and the strangers, and a great din arose. 

Wate and Hagen ran at each other, and he was 
fortunate that won clear of them. Tlie king fell on 
Wate with great blow’s, for he was strong. The 
knights saw fire smitten from the helmets like flaming 
brands, for both hewed with a mighty arm. Old 
Wate dealt a stroke so heavy that the island trembled. 
The W’omen were not easily saved. 

Then King Hetel, W’hose wound was now’ bandaged, 
began to ask where Wate his kinsman w’as. He found 
him by him that w’as called the Devil-king, and whom 
the knight of Sturmland so withstood, that the 
tale might be told of both brave Wate and Hagen in 
battle. 

The pole which Hagen carried he split on Wate’s 
shield. Never knight in any land fought better; but 
Wate would not yield. WTiereupon Hagen smote 
Hetel's man through the head, tliat the blood of the 
w’ound gusl’.cd from the helmet. 

Tlie wind blew cold, for it drew towards evening, 
and on all sides the battle raged. 

Grimlj’ Wate avenged the deadl3' stroke that had 
covered liim with bloodj'^ drops. He struck Hagen, 
that his sw’ord shone in the fire smitten from tlie steel 
rim of his helmet, and the day grew dark before 
his eyes. 

Irolt, the hero of Ortland, w’as wounded also, albeit 
so manj’ dead lay strewm by his hand that he could 
not part Wate and Hagen. 

The women w’cpt bitterlj* wiicn they heard so loud 
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a din of swords, and fair Hilda cried dolefully to Hetcl 
to save her father from the peril wherein he stood by 
reason of Watc, the age-hoary man. 

VTiercupon Hetcl bade his standard-bearers lead 
his folk into the fray, and fought valiantl}'. He hewed 
his way to Watc, that gave him no thanks. 

Then he cried aloud to Hagen, “For tliinc own 
honour let this hate be ended, that no more of our 
friends be slain.” 

With a loud voice Hagen asked — his mood was . 
grim — for whose sake he should cease from fighting. 

Wiereupon the hero answered, "I am Hetcl of 
the Hegeling land, that sent my men far for the 
Princess Hilda.” 

The proud man answered, ” I know that tliou hast 
wooed her boldly, and hast gained honour thereby 
among heroes. With fair devices thou hast w’on my 
dear daughter.” 

Then Hetel sprang forward to part the fray, as 
many a man doatb still, and albeit Watc was right 
grim of his mood, they ceased from strife, and Hagen 
fell back with all his men. 

Prince Hetel did off his helmet, and a truce was 
proclaimed over all, to which Hilda's father agreed. 

It was long since the women had heard suclr good 
news. All they that had been fighting did off tlieir 
armour, some to rest, and some because of the deep 
wounds they had brought from the battle. But many 
were there for whom peril and strife were ended. 

Then Hetel went up to wild Hagen and said, 
"Since I grudge no honour to Hilda, thy daughter, 
thou shouldst gladl}' let her wear the crown by me, 
for she hath won many valiant knights to her service.” 

Hetel sent a messenger to bid Wate thither, for 
they had heard long afore how he learned tlie art of 
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healing from a wild woman, and the skilful man eased 
many a body of its pain. 

When he had done off his armour and bound his 
o\vn wounds, he carried a root full of virtue in his 
hand, and a httle pot that held plaster. 

Thereupon Hilda, the beautiful princess, fell at 
his feet, and said, "Wate, dear Mend, save my 
father, and help his knights that he there in the dust, 
and I vdll never gainsay thee in aught. Show thy 
skin on them that stood by him; and forget not 
Hotel’s kinsmen of the Hegeling land, for they have 
wet the sand with their blood, as it were rain. Sad 
evermore must be the tale that I teU of this journey." 

"I ^vill heal none,” answered old Wate — "in good 
earnest I say thee nay — ^till great Hagen hath made 
peace ■with Hotel, my lord; till then it is meet that 
I hold my hand.” 

“Durst I but go to him!” the noble maiden said. 
"Alack, I have done ill by my father, since I dare 
not go to liim that is my nearest of kin! He and his 
men would scorn my greeting, I fear.” 

They inquired then of Hagen: "Wilt thou grant 
it? If it irk thee not, thy beautiful daughter, the 
young princess, would fain behold thee. Wert thou 
^viUing, she would bring help to thy wotmds.” 

" I win see her gladly, despite what she hath done. 
Her -visit will rejoice me. Why should I refuse her 
greeting here in a strange land? King Hetel may 
haply make good to both me and my daughter the 
hurt he hath done us.” 

So Horant of Denmark and Frute the knight led 
her by the hand to where the king was. She went 
Mth only one maiden to look on her father’s wounds. 
NotMthstanding all Hetel coxild give her, she 
sorrowed for her friends. 
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When Hagen saw her and Hildeburg coming, he 
sprang from his seat and cried, "Welcome, noble 
Hilda, my daughter. Despite what hath passed, I 
greet thee gladly.” 

But he would not let the maidens see his rvounds. 
He made them stand back when they were bound; 
and Wate made haste to heal the king, that the 
damsel might weep no more. 

When Hagen had received his medicine of root 
and herb, he had ease from his bitter hurt, and as 
soon as V/ate had spread the plaster on his wounds, 
his daughter went to him again and found her 
father cured. 

The master-healer had little rest. Had he worked 
for rvealth on the field of battle, camels could not have 
borne it from the place. None ever heard tell of such 
skill. Hetel of the Hegeling land he healed straight- 
way, and, after him, all the others. Any that sldll 
could help he cured and saved from death. 

They would not let the maidens tarrj’ longer there, 
and Hagen said to Hilda, “Let us go elsewhere, till 
they have cleared the field of the slain that have not 
wait&d to fulfil their days.” 

Theu Hetel invited Hagen to his land, hut he was, 
slow to promise, till he was w'ell assured that he of 
the Hegeijngs ruled a mighty kingdom. After that, 
he joumeyted thither with his dear daughter well 
content. 

The yoimg\ heroes departed singing; but of poor 
and rich they\left behind them full three hrmdred 
dead, that lay dblefidly, hewn with sharp srvords. 

The war-w'earA knights returned to their land on 
such rvise that tlhey found the folk there joyful; 
albeit the Mn of tlu^jn that lay slain were not glad, 
hut sorrowed sore. 


HAGEN PURSUES HIS DAUGHTER 67 

So it came to pass that Hilda journeyed home with 
Hetelj while many orphans wept. Yet afterwards 
it went well with them in that land. Hilda was 
crowned by the great king, which was an honour to 
the Hegelings. 

Hetel had won his heart’s desire. Old and young 
wore their swords at the corurt, and like\vise the 
guests of the mighty prince. Well might Queen 
Hilda’s wedding please her father. 

How royally the noble maiden sat on the bridal 
high-seat! Yea, they teU us that on that day five 
hundred were dubbed good knights. Wise Frute of 
Denmark was the chamberlain. Hagen saw wealth 
enow there. Hetel’s friends had told him in Ireland 
that their master was overlord of seven great lands. 
All the poor were sent home rejoicing. 

IGng Hetel gave to the men of Ireland silver and 
apparel, horses and red gold, more than they could 
cai:iy away with them. He won them to his friends, 
that Queen Hilda had much honour. 

On the twelfth morning they quitted the coimtry. 
Danish horses wth manes hanging down to the hoofs 
were led to the shore. The guests were not sorry that 
they were become acquainted with Hetel. 

High stewards and marshals rode with Hagen, 
cup-bearers and chamberlains; however many of 
these he had before, he had never been so well served 
at his own cost. 

Wild Hagen was right glad that Hilda wore the 
cro\vn there. 

They ate and camped by the way. Hagen and his 
knights were so well seen to that they coxild teU at 
home how Hotel’s friends had shown them all 
observance. 

Then Hagen embraced Hildeburg and said, " Keep 
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watch over Hilda with thy faithfvil heart. So large 
a household hath its troubles for women. Do well 
by her, that thy virtue be seen therein.” 

"Tliat will I, 0 King. Thou hast often heard hov,' 
I endured many hardships beside her mother, and 
never ceased to be her friend. Many a nule I followed 
her, or she chose thee for lover.” 

He siunmoned the other damsels to come before 
him also, and these could not refrain from weeping. 
Then he led them aU by the hand, and commended 
them to the host sa 5 ing, "Entreat them kindly, for 
the beautiful children are strangers here.” 

To his daughter he said, " So wear thy crown that 
thy mother and I may hear it said of thee, that 
none hates thee. Thy wealth is so great, that if any 
blamed thee, thy name were indeed dishonoured.” 
Hagen kissed Hilda, bowed to the king, and took 
ship for Balj^. He and his knights never beheld the 
land of the Hegelings again, for they dwelled too 
far away. 

Wlien he sat at home by her mother, the old queen, 
he said that he could not have bestowed his daughter 
better, and that, had he more, he would send them 
also to the Hegelings. 

iVhereupon Hilda praised almighty Christ, and 
said, " I rejoice, heart and soul, that it hath prospered 
so well rvith my daughter. How standeth it with her 
damsels, and with the good Princess Hildeburg? ” 

"They are content both with the people and the 
land,” Hagen answered. "Our daughter’s maidens 
never wore such good apparel here. We must let 
them bide where they be. Many a coat of mail was 
hewn for their sake.” 
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now AVATE, MORUNC AND HORANT JOURNEYED HOME 

Now turn from this tale, and I will tell you how, in. 
Hotel’s kingdom, his kinsmen had to pay fee for 
castles and land. They all came to court when Hetel 
and Hilda summoned them. 

Wate rode home to Sturmland, and Morunc to 
Nifland, while Horant of Denmark brought his 
knights to Givers on the coast, where they owned him 
for their lord; there they guarded their castle, and 
the name of their ruler was widely known. Irolt 
reigned with power in Ortland, and was the lord of 
that land ; wherefore he could the better serve Hetel 
near and far. So valiant rvas the king, that none 
hath ever heard tell of so good a monarch. 

WTien Hetel found beautiful and high-bom maidens 
in his land, he was fain to add to the glory of his court 
by making them of his household, and they were all 
willing to serve wild Hagen’s child. 

The king lived happily with his Avife, and so great 
Avas their love that people kncAV he Avould have lost 
the Avhole world for her sake. Nor had any of his 
kinsmen ever seen a fairer Avoman. 

In the next seven years Hetel Avas thrice at Avar. 
They that by day and night plotted against his 
honour on all occasion, did it to their hurt. He 
strengthened his castles, and gave his land peace, 
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as a king ought. With his hand he did valiantly, that 
it was told of him in strange countries how he was 
ever undaunted. His name was without stain. Great 
was King Hetel’s renown. Wise Wate visited his 
lord three times a year without fail, and served him 
faithfully and truly, near and far. Horant of Den- 
mark, also, rode often to court, and brought jewels 
and apparel, gold and silks, to the palace. He brought 
from Denmark all that women are wont to wear, and 
gave it to whosoever desired it. From all the service 
that his vassals rendered him. King Hetel won much 
honour, more than any other knight; and through 
Hilda, likewise, who was a high and mighty queen. 

Hilda, Hagen's daughter, bare two diildren to 
King Hetel, that were well reared. The news spread 
over all that heirs were not lacking to inherit his 
lands and castles. The one was a knight named Ort- 
win, and was given in charge to old Wate, who 
trained the child, that his desires were fixed on high 
things. These were taught him from his youth up, 
and he grew to be a valiant hero. The beautiful' 
daughter was called Gudrun the fair, and her they 
sent to be reared by her closest of kin in Denmark, 
who were not loath to serve Hetel wherein they could. 

The damsel was now full grown, and so beautiful 
of her body that men and women alike praised her, 
for the report spread far beyond her owm land. She 
was called Gudrun, and was brought up in Denmark, 
and grew on such wise that, had she been a man, she 
might well have been dubbed a knight. 

Great princes sought her love, and not a few of 
them did it to their hurt. Albeit Hilda, Hetel’s wife, 
was fair, Gudrun was fairer stDI, and fairer, too, than 
her grandmother, Hilda of Ireland. She was exalted 
daily before all other women. 



HOW THEY JOURNEYED HOME 71 

Hetel denied her to a king that dwelled in Alzabe, 
who was heavy of his cheer when he heard it, for he 
deemed himself so great that none could compare 
with him in might. He was Siegfried from the land 
of the Moors, and was known afar for his strength. 
He was overlord of seven kings, and desired Hilda’s 
daughter because all men praised her. 

He and his comrades from Ikaria often won renowm 
in the sight of the women when they tilted nigh to 
Hetcl’s castle. Wlien Hilda and her daughter went 
out from their chambers, they would often hear a 
din before the castle of Waleis, where the Moots 
rode with knightly skill in their presence, that shields 
and spears rang loud. 

A better warrior could not be, and she misliked 
him not, albeit he \vas dark-favoured. He would 
gladly have won her, yet none gave her to him to 
mfe. Wherefore he was grieved beyond measure, 
and very wroth to lose her, after he had ridden so 
far, and he threatened to bum all Hetel’s kingdom. 
The Moors were heavy-hearted. Hetel, in his pride, 
denied him his child, and friendly service was over 
between them. Siegfried said that if the hour ever 
came, he would not fail to do Hetel a hurt. 

So they quitted the Hegeling land, and by reason 
thereof, long after, a noble knight suffered sore; 
for they did their utmost against Heivvig. 
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HOW HARTMOT WOOED GUDRUH • 

The report spread into Normandy that none was 
fairer than Hilda’s daughter Gudnm, the high-bom 
maiden. The king there was called Hartmut, and he 
desired her greatly. 

His mother Gerlint counselled him thereto, and 
the young prince followed her teaching. 

His father was called Ludwig, of the land of Nor- 
mandy, and when they were agreed on this, they 
sent for the old king, and he rode to Hartmut, w’ho 
hid not what he had in his mind. But when Ludwig 
heard young Hartmut’s news he deemed it would 
bring them sorrow, albeit the good knight' approved 
what he heard. 

"Who hath told thee that she is so beautiful?’’ 
he asked. "Though she were queen of all the lands 
of the earth, she bides too far from us, that we should 
seek to win her. Many an envoy might be lost for 
her sake." 

"It shall not be too far,’’ said Hartmut. "VvTien a 
king wooeth rvife and w^ealth once for all, it endureth 
tiU his life's end. Yield to me in this: I would have 
envoys sent to her." 

Then spake old Gerlint of Normandy, "Bid letters 
be written. To the envoys that bear such a message 
72 
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I wll gladly give raiment and treasure. Let them 
learn the way to the Princess Gudrun." 

But Ludwig said, " Dost thou know how her mother 
Hilda came from Ireland, or what befell good knights 
on the journey? They are a proud folk, and Gudrun 's 
kinsmen, I ween, will scorn us." 

Cried Hartmut, "Had I to lead a mighty army by 
land and sea to win her. I would do it gladly. I will 
not rest till I have Hilda’s daughter to my %rife.” 

"Then I will help thee," said Ludwig the knight, 
"and be content with this that I shall do: I will send 
thither twelve sumpters laden with my silver, that 
haply the thing may fall out the more to our honour.” 

ilartmut cliosc sixty from among his men to send 
for the maiden, and thc.se were well supplied with 
apparel and food, and were given a good escort, for 
old Ludwig was wise. Wlien thej^ had all that they 
needed, bold Hartmut and Quccit Gcrlint went to 
them with sealed letters, and speeded the goodly 
band out of the country'. 

They rode in haste, night and day, till they came 
where they found them to whom they' carried the 
message from Normandy. Hartmut was both glad 
and sorry. They' journeyed and toiled by land and 
water for at least an hundred days, or they discovered 
in what quarter the kingdom of the Hegelings lay. 
Their horses were weary or they had delivered their 
letters. Yet at the last they won so far that they' 
came to the sea near Denmark. Many a hardship 
they endured, or they found the land and saw the king. 

They asked for an escort and were given the best; 
for it v/as told to Horant, who was a courteous man. 
Likewise all they had heard concerning Hclcl and 
Hilda they found to be true, for they saw their land 
swarming with helmets and shields. 
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Horant of Denmark bade the strangers, Hartmut’s 
kinsmen, be escorted to the court; nor did they that 
did it grudge the trouble. When the Hegelings saw 
the envoys coming they all said that whatsoever their 
business might be, they must be mighty men, from 
their bearing; and a full report was brought to 
the king. 

The Normans were lodged, and orders given that 
they should be well served. Hetel knew not what 
they sought in his country, and on the twelfth morn- 
ing he sent for Hartmut’s envoys. 

A count was among them of right noble mien, and 
the apparel that they wore was valued at no little 
sum. They rode the best horses to be found any- 
where, and came before the king at court pranked 
out in their best. Then the host greeted them fair, 
and his men did the like. Yet they profited not there- 
by, for they were scornfully entreated aftenvards, 
when it was foimd that they came a-wooing. Little 
favour did Hetel show, I trow, to Hartmut. 

When one that could read had read the letters 
aloud, the king sorely grudged them the escort that 
worthy Horant, the good knight, had given them. 
But for this, they had fared ill by Hetel. 

"Eang Hartmut hath done you a hurt, noble 
envoys,” he said, “in that he sent you hither, and ye 
must suffer for it. Hartmut’s message greatly irketh 
me and Queen Hilda.” 

And one among them made answer, "He bade us 
teU thee that, if he love the maid, and she be witling 
to wear the cro^vn before his kinsmen in Normandy, 
the service of Hartmut, the blameless knight, vdU 
well repay thee.” 

But Queen Hilda said, "How could she wed him? 
His father did homage to my father Hagen for a 



HOW HARTMUT WOOED GUDRUN 75 

hundred and three castles in Karadg. It were not 
meet for my kinsfolk to take from Ludwig’s hand 
what he hath received from my father. He dwelled 
in Friedeschotten, and deserved tlie hate that King 
Otto’s brother bare him, who was also the vassal 
of my father Hagen. He was his bitter foe, and suffered 
for it at the hand of the king. Tell Hartmut she ^vill 
never be his wife. That the knight should dare to 
deck out his body to win the love of my daughter! 
He shall go elsewhere to \\dn a queen for his land.” 

Whereat the envoys were heavy of their cheer, and 
sore misUked to ride back so many far miles in sorrow 
and in shame to Normandy. 

Lud\vig and King Hartmut were \vToth at what 
they had endured, and young Hartmut said, "Tell 
me truly if ye saw Hagen’s grandchild. Is Gudrun 
as beautiful as report proclaimeth her? May God 
abase Hetel for his ill vdll toward me! ” 

The rich count answered him, “All that see the 
damsel must admire her and extol her above all 
maids and mothers for her virtues.” 

Cried King Hartmut then, "I will not rest till I 
have won her.” 

Queen Gerlint lamented, weeping, and said, "Woe 
is me, dear child, that ever we sent our envoys after 
her 1 Might I but live to see her in this landl ” 
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HOW HERWIG AND HARTMUT CAME WOOING GUDRUN 

They let this matter of the envo3's rest for many' 
years. Then a new thing happened, whereof I will 
tell you truly, concerning a young man called Herwig, 
who was seen so oft striving for honour that his fame 
endureth still. 

He began to woo in the hope that the fair maid 
would take him to be her dear one. He essayed it 
often at the cost of much travail and wealth. Yet, 
however the damsel was minded. King Hetel would 
have none of him. 

That he strove in vain, and that his envoys came 
in peril of their lives there, irked him grimly, and 
Ms proud heart ^vas the yoke-ieUavr of sorrow. He 
showed plain his desire to be with Gudrun. 

It came to pass by some means or other that 
knights and maids and lovely women also saw 
Hartmut there among the Hegelings without Hotel’s 
knowledge. The battle-eager man was come thither, 
but none knew the noble guests, and Hartmut and 
his kinsmen were well entertained. He hoped still 
that the maiden would wear the cro^vn with him. 

The eyes of noble w'omen were upon him when, 
with high courtesy, he advanced and stood before 
Queen Hilda. They saw by proud Hartmut’s bearing 
that he had the right to woo fair women. He was tall, 
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well-favoured and STOft, gracious and bold. I know 
not what he had done that Hetel and Queen Hilda 
denied him their royal daughter; it angered Hartmut 
sore. 

He had now seen her whom his heart longed for. 
Of secret glances there were plenty. He told her 
privily that his name was Hartmut, and that he was 
come from Normandy. 

She sent back answer that it grieved her (for the 
noble maiden desired his death in no wise), and that 
he must flee from the court, if he would escape with 
his life from Hetel and all his men. 

She saw him to be so goodly that her heart coun- 
selled her towards him, albeit his envoys had left 
the land covered wth reproach. She that his heart 
coveted showed him favour, although she gave him 
Kttle else that he longed for. 

So the gallant stranger rode thence, bearing on his 
back this great burden, how to avenge his wrong on 
Hetel, yet not lose the good wU of the beautiful 
maiden. 

So Hartmut quitted the Hegelings, half in hope, 
half in fear, as to his wiiming of the damsel. Yea, 
many a helmet afterwards was he^vn for her sake. 

^Vhen he reached his land where he had left his 
father and mother, grim Hartmut made ready for 
fierce war, and Gerlint, the old she-devil, urged him 
thereto continually. 
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HOW IIERWIG MADE %VAR ON HETEL, AND GUDRUN 
WAS GIVEN TO HIM 

Let us now leave off considering how it fared with 
him further. 

Bold Herwig, no ■ less than Hartmut, longed for 
high-bom Gudrun, and he and all his kinsmen strove 
eagerly for the maid. He was her neighbour, and his 
land marched with hers; but, had he sent thither a 
thousand times a day, he had found only pride and 
scorn. Yet, though they all denied him, he won 
Gudnm in the end. 

Hetel bade him leave off wooing his child, but he 
SOTt the hiwg aw angry rmssver, that he wewLd wet 
give over till he was seen there rvith shields, to the 
hurt of Hetel and Queen Hilda. 

I know not who counselled him thereto, but 
Herwig won to his cause three thousand bold men 
that were his friends, and wrought among the Hege- 
lings havoc to her that he had gladly served rvith 
aU manner of love. 

They believed it not in Sturmland, nor were the 
men of Denmark aware of it, till Ortwin, King of 
Ortland, heard how Herwig sought Hetel rvith a 
mighty host. 

WTien Hetel knew that Herrvig was boldly leading 
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an army thillier, he said to his men and to the queen, 
"\^^lat say ye? I hear that guests will visit us.” 

“What should I saj' but good? Whether a knight 
be for us or against us, I approve him so long as he 
doeth honourably. How can he fail? For Her\wg is 
valiant and wise. We must see to it well," spake the 
noble woman, " that our warriors here be not worsted. 
I have heard that it is to win thanks from your 
daughter that he seekoth your borders with his 
knights.” 

The Idng and his men delayed over long, and it 
was Herwig that began the fray. One morning, wiiile 
it was still cool, he and his knights came up to Hotel’s 
stronghold, where he did valiant!}' afterwards in 
the onset. 

While the knights stUl slept in Hotel’s hall, a watch- 
man cried down to them from without, “Wake up, 
ho ! ye in the castle ! We have strangers for our guests. 
To arms, 0 heroes! for I see many a bright helmet 
glittering.” 

They lay no longer, but sprang from their beds. 
All that were there feared both for life and honour. 
Thus Henvig sought his wife in fierce battle. 

Hetel and Queen Hilda were come to the window. 
Herwig had mth him a tribe that dwelled at the 
foot of a mountain in Waleis; stark Morunc from the 
march of Waleis knew it w'ell. 

Hetel saw them charge the door. Cortes, Gudrun’s 
father, albeit he w-as brave, had been loath to stand 
without, but his burgesses stood him in good stead. 

An hundred or more within were armed. The host 
himself fought \vith a will. But though his men were 
brave, it availed not against the foemen, and Hetel 
suffered scathe from King Herwig. 

Swift from the helmets King Henvig smote the 
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fire-hot -wind. Fair Gudrun, the host’s daughter, saw 
it, and feasted her eyes thereon. She deemed the 
knight valiant and was both glad and sorry. 

Grim of his mood, Hetel bare weapons himself. 
He was strong of his body and mighty enow, but 
herein he did not well. Then Henvig won so nigh that 
they in the castle saw the battle plainly. When they 
would have shut to the gate, they could not compass 
it, and began to strive there with the guests. All 
HenHg’s hope was fixed upon the reward of a fair 
woman. 

Hetel and Herwig, the good knights, spurred for- 
ward in front of their men. Then flame leapt from 
the bucklers that hung down from their hands. It 
•was not long or they had proven each other. 

\Vhen King Hetel saw proud Her%\ig so valiant 
he cried in the battle, “They that grudged me this 
knight to my friend knew him not. For he heweth 
deep wounds and deadly.” 

Fair Gudrun saw the combat and heard the din. 
Fortune is round hke a ball. Since the maiden could 
not part the fray, she was fain that her father and 
his guest might both have their desire. 

Then she cried aloud to him from across the hall, 
"Hetel, honoured father, the blood floweth down 
through the hauberks, tliiat our walls are %vet there- 
\vith. Herwig is a bad neighbour. Proclaim a truce 
for my sake, and rest helart and body for a season, 
till I have asked you both Concerning Prince Herwig’s 
noblest kinsmen.” 

But the bold knight answered, "No truce %vill I 
make, save thou let me c(!>me before thee unarmed, 
O Princess. I will teU thee '^vho my best kinsmen be. 
If a truce be agreed on, tlrou mayest ask me what 
thou wilt.” ? 
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The strife was ended for the maiden’s sake, and 
the battle-weary men drew off their armour, and 
washed away the stain on their harness with water. 
They were goodly to behold; it had been ill done to 
grudge them their lives. 

Herwig went with an hundred of his warriors where, 
divided in her mind, Gudrun with the other women 
received him. The noble knight and good did not 
trust them altogether. 

Then the lovely maiden bade the guests sit down, 
for Herwig’s prowess had won him love, and his 
great courtesy commended him to Hilda and her 
daughter alike. They counselled them to end the 
battle straightway. 

Herwig said to the women, " I have heard (though 
haply ye rue it after my much striving) that ye scorn 
me because of my kinsmen, but great folk have often 
lived happily Avith poor ones.” 

She answered, "What woman would hate or scorn 
such service from a knight? Believe me,” said Gudrun, 
“I despise it not. No maiden thou hast ever seen is 
better inclined to thee than I am. If my nearest 
friends would allow it, I would grant thy wish and 
abide by thee.” 

With loving glances he looked in her face. She, 
too, cherished him in her heart, and spake Avithout 
l 3 mg in presence of the people. 

The bold knight begged leave to woo the maiden, 
which Hetel and Hilda granted, after they had both 
asked tlieir daughter whether she was willing or loath. 

It was not long or he knew her mind. The good 
knight stood before the damsel as if he had been 
drawn by the hand of a master upon a white wall. 
On such wise stood the hero. 

"If thou wUt love me, O maiden most fair, with 
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heart and soul I will obey thy every behest. My 
castles and my kinsmen shall all serve thee, and I 
■will never rue it." 

She answered. "I like thee well. By thy valour this 
day thou hast deserved that I end the feud betwixt 
thee and my kinsmen. Of this I %viU never repent. 
Thou shalt have joy with me evermore.” 

Hetel asked her straightway, counselled thereto by 
his men, if she would have Hcrwig the good knight 
to her husband, and the beautiful maiden answered, 
"I desire none other for my dear one.” Whereupon 
tliey delayed no longer, but betrothed the fair 
princess to the knight, who promised to crown 
her queen in his country. Both joy and sorrow he 
won TOth her, for many a good warrior's body suffered 
in battle or long, because she was given him to \vife. 

He thought to lead the maiden home %vith him, 
but her mother allowed it not. Wlierefore later he 
endured much scathe from strangers. 

Hilda told the king that she desired to make her 
daughter more fit for her cro%vn ; and they prevailed 
on Herwig to leave her there, and to while away a 
year with beautiful women in other parts. 

This was heard by the men of Alzab6, that took 
counsel straightway against Herwig. 
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HOW SIEGFIUED MADE WAR ON HERWIG 

Thereupon Siegfried, the prince, made ready for war, 
and cast round for ships. All that he could find he 
bade them fill quickly mth weapons and food, to the 
hurt of Herwig. He summoned his friends secretly, 
and let twenty strong vessels be builded. They that 
he told of his intent to make war on Zealand were 
not, I ween, over pleased. 

The journey was fixed for the time when the hard 
winter should be ended. He brought together eighty 
thousand knights, that the land of Alzabe was empty 
of folk, for the king of the Moors had sworn to go to 
battle. Some tarried behind, but the others followed 
him at his behest. 

He bade war be declared on Zealand, whereat 
the prince of the country was troubled, and com- 
plained with reason, for he had done naught to 
desert^e the mighty king’s hate. 

'He gave orders that his castles and marches should 
be the belter guarded, and bewailed it to all the 
friends he could find, that a foe came to bum and lay 
waste his land. He paid freely for service tvith what 
he had, which pleased them that worked for hire. 

About the May-time the knights of Abake and of 
Alzabfi crossed the sea in such force that they might 
have meant to fare to the world’s end. Many vo3faged 
merrilj’^ that or long lay low' in the dust. 

S3 
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They harried Henvig’s land \vith fire, that called 
on the friends he had summoned to his aid, to ride 
forth with him. They fought grim battles, and paid 
with their lives for what was given to them — ^gold, 
silver, or precious stones. 

The Prince of Zealand was wroth at the hurt they 
did him. He was a valiant hero. Aha! how he fought 
till he had dunged the fields with the dead! It made 
the old men young to see him, and cloven was many 
a head. 

The fight endured long, and many were slain. Noble 
Henvig came off with such loss that he had to fall 
back on his marches, and his land smoked from 
end to end. 

He sent word then to the princess, and bade envoys 
ride to Hotel’s kingdom. Weeping they rode, till 
they had given the message and saw Hetel, the great 
king, to whom they bewailed their hopeless case. 

Albeit their mien was sorro\vful, he welcomed them 
as friends should be welcomed in a strange land, and 
asked how they had won out of their lord’s country, 
seeing that all the castles were taken, and all the 
march laid waste by fire. 

They answered, " We be won hither through much 
peril. Night and morning Herwig’s men earn his 
gifts \vith their lives. They woo honour hard, by reason 
whereof many women weep there." 

Then said King Hetel, "Go to my daughter. What 
she desireth herein I ^viU do. If she would have us 
avenge this scathe in the land, it shall be avenged 
to the fuU, and aU Herwig’s wrong.” 

Or the envoys came to the beautiful maiden, the 
folk saw plainly her heart’s sorrow. She could not 
wait for them, but summoned them to her, and 
mourned for her lost land and honour. So the envoys 
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went where the noble and true-hearted maiden sat 
in tears, and she asked them how they parted from 
her dear lord, and if he lived still when they left 
the country. 

\¥hereto one among them answered, "We left him 
whole, but know not what the Moors have done since 
we rode thence. Many are slain. They have wasted 
all \vith fire. Hear, noble maiden, the message my 
lord hath sent to thee. He and his knights are come 
in grievous peril, and fear daily to lose both life and 
honour. Now would King Herwig prove thy faith, 
most high Princess.” 

Gudrun the fair damsel rose from her seat. Botli 
OTongs were told to the king: how that their folk 
were slain, and their castles ruined near and far. 

She entreated her father Hetel to ride to Hcruig’s 
help. With wet eyes she embraced him, crying, "Thy 
help, great King! My loss is all too great, unless thy 
knights TOth willing hands aid my friends. None can 
do it so well as they.” 

"I promise thee that I %vill help Henrig or many 
days are gone, and none shall hinder me. I vdll do 
my utmost to end his evil fortune, and will summon 
old Wate and the rest. He uill bring from Sturmland 
all the men he hath ; and when the knight of Morunc 
heareth the state of the countr}', haply be will bring 
me a thousand good warriors at the least. The enemy 
will soon find that we be no cowards under our hel- 
mets. Horant of Denmark rvili join us on the way with 
three thousand knights, and Sir Irolt shall lead his 
folk behind his standard. Orrivin, thy brother, ^vil] 
also come, tliat my daughter may praise us for 
our help." 

Envoys, dispatched by the princess, spurred away 
in hot haste. She promised great honour to all who 
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would help her to avenge her wrong. Gracious was 
her greeting to heroes, wherefore she won the more 
knigiits. 

Hilda, the maiden's mother, spake on the same 
wise, "WTioevcr ridcth behind his shield to the help 
of thy friend, shall share, when he gocth forth, all 
the wealth we may ever win." 

They opened the chests and carried to the court 
what they knew lay therein; good harness studded 
with steel, lilany a silver-white coat of mail they 
brought for the heroes, whereat the young princess 
rejoiced. To a thousand knights, at the least, the 
host gave horses and apparel. They led them from 
the stalls, as they had often done when they rode afar 
to fight. The king left not many behind him. 

Hotel took leave of his wife then, whereat Hilda 
and her daughter began to weep ; yet they were glad 
to see the warriors that went with him. They said, 
"God in heaven give you both honour and fame 
in battie." 

VHien they came out from the castle gate, many a 
youth was heard singing, because of the plunder they 
hoped for in the war, but they had far to ride, for the 
foemen were not nigh at hand. 

On the third morning old Wate joined them with a 
thousand knights, and on the seventh morning came 
Horant of Denmark, that Gudrun had sent for, with 
foup- thousand. Sir Horunc came from the march of 
W4leis, ready to do battle for the sake of fair women, 
and brought, at the least, two thousand men; they 
were all well armed and rode merrily on the way. 
Sir Ortwin, the brother of the princess, led four thou- 
sand warriors, or more, across the sea for his sister. 
Had the men of AlzabS known it, they had surely 
been sore afraid. 
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When they drew nigh to his help, Hervvig mth 
his men had failed in every venture, wherefore he 
and his comrades in war had suffered much scathe. 
.The enemy had ridden close to his castle gate. From 
Siegfried’s kinsmen they had endured all manner of 
annoy. Through breach of faith and overweening 
pride they had overthrown the towers and strong 
castles, and when one findeth any that doeth this, 
one accounteth it evil. 

The envoys spurred ahead and told Hervvig and 
his men the news. By reason of their hate, the foemen 
attacked them late and early, but now Henvig’s 
allies drew openly from all quarters. . 

The men of Karade were sorry when they per- 
ceived it. Two kings were there that had Httle reward 
for their trouble, when King Hetel and bis good 
knights rode against them from afar. 

When they saw they were Herwig’s kinsmen they 
made ready to withstand them. The Moorish host 
fought in battle as they would flee for none. Whoso 
encountered them must needs toil hard for reward. 

Then bold Wate came up with a great force, for 
he had brought many warriors to Hervvig, that was 
betrothed to fair Gudrun. However it went with them 
in the fray, they rode merrily out of it. And the 
Moors, also, albeit they were heathens, stood fast 
and approved them the best knights on earth. To 
many a guest before this they had given a grim 
lodging. 

Hervvig of Zealand took vengeance on them of 
Alzabe, wherefore both armies suffered, and the 
kinsmen of both leaders received many wounds. 
King Hetel misliked it sore. When they whom I tell 
■ you of -were met, sorrow without joy was their lot, 
and fear of what might befall them in the night. 
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They said to themselves, "How shall we live till 
the morning?” 

They fought three battles with tlie Moors, and 
for that space the towns had peace, according to 
Icnightly usage. Grimly with swords and spears they 
sought to decide the matter, nor desired a truce; 
therefore the more of them were wounded. Neither 
they of the land nor the strangers would give over 
fighting. Their best men lay dead on the field, yet 
they would not stop. Measureless was the grief of 
the women when they heard tliis. 

\Vhat wonders old Watc did in batUe! He was 
right skilled in war, and many a stranger won a 
heavy heart through him, for they saw him witli his 
knights ever among the boldest. 

Horant of Denmark, too, was valiant enow. How 
many strong helmets he clave with liis arm! Neither 
forgot he to show his vengeance on the bright harness. 
He thinned the ranks of the foemen. 

Bold Morunc was not slow to stretch his hand un- 
dismayed over the edge of his shield. He jnelded no 
whit to the high and mighty King of the iMoors, but 
avenged Henvlg’s scathe on him. 

And because his beautiful daughter had sent him 
to free Henrig's land, Hetel fought on such rvise that 
they who loved their lives did well to leave him his 
marches in peace. Herwig himself fought also, and 
none better, before the gate and in the field, that his 
head was often wet with blood beneath his mail. 
Many were stunned that thought to force him back. 

Good Wigaleis wrought havoc among the guests, 
and Frute of Denmark did such knightly deeds that 
thanks were his due, with honour. He was skilled in 
battle; none ever heard of an old hero so valiant. 

Of young Ortwin, the Knight of Ortland, many 
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tonnes prodaimed it, that none had a bolder arm 
in strife; they all said that grim were the wounds 
he gave. 

They had now fought hard for twelve days. Hetel’s 
heroes were seen hewing the shields boldly before 
the king, that the proud Moors had cause to rue their 
journey. And on the thirteenth morning before early 
Mass, Siegfried spake sadly, "Look, how many of 
our good knights lie here. The King of Zealand hath 
fought well for love." 

He took counsel with them of Karade (they and 
the men of Alzabe were not loath) and resolved to 
ride to a stronghold for safety, beWe they were all 
slain. So they fled to a secure place, where on one side 
a great river ran. When they started to ride off for 
refuge, they that grudged them this comfort fought 
to hinder them on their way. Siegfried rode at King 
Hetel, and it was easily heard that what had passed 
already was but a beginning, now that he had found 
the man that had hervn his kinsmen with so many 
wounds. 

Hetel of the Hegelings and Siegfried fought their 
best as proud warriors. Bright shields were cloven 
by their hands, but the King of the Moors had to 
flee before the Dane. 

Then the men of Denmark camped round about 
to besiege them, and none can deny that it went ill 
with the bold guests thereafter. Though their strong- 
hold was good, not a few of them had Uefer been 
at home. 

The bold warriors were shut in there by their foe- 
men, that they could not give battle in the open 
field, even had it been desired of them; but they 
defended their fortress the best they could. 
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HOW HETEL SENT ENVOYS FROM HERWIG’S COUNTRY 

Then Hetel dispatched a message home, that they 
need grieve no more. He bade them tell the brave 
women that old and yoimg had prospered in the 
onset and the battle, and that they might await 
them in good hope. He sent word, too, that he and 
his men had laid siege to the foe, and faithfully 
sen'ed Gudrun and him of Zealand. What their 
hands could do they did daUj’’. 

VTiereupon beautiful Hilda wished good fortune 
to Her\rig and all his men, that \vith honour they 
might prosper. "God grant,” she said, “that they 
bring us back our friends safe and sound!" 

Then the men of Sturmland let the Moors and them 
of AlzabS come do%vn to the sea, where they lay in 
great peril, for in Wate and Frute they had evil 
neighbours. 

Hetel sware an oath that he would not stir from 
the place, nor quit the heath, tUl he and his men had 
taken the Moors captive for ransom, that had done 
foolishly and made war to their hurt. 

Now there were spies of Hartmut come thither 
from Normandy, who watched narrowty what went 
forward, and grudged Hetel all good. But they heard 
little to their liking, and saw how, night and da}% 
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the noble knight of Karadi- lay besieged to his great 
annoy, and that the matter neared not an end. They 
could look for no help, for their land lay too far off. 
Then the messengers that Ludwig and Hartmut had 
sent retunied to Normandy in haste, and told there 
the welcome tidings that Hotel and Hcr^vig were 
busy at war. 

For this glad news the Prince of Normandy thanked 
them, and asked, "Can j’c tell me how long the 
men of Karade wll stay by their foomen in Zealand, 
or when thej’ will avenge their wrong ?” 

"0 King, I say sooth," answered one of the envoys; 
" they must tarn' a yc.ar at the least, for the Hcgc- 
lings give them no peace, but have so surrounded 
them that they cannot win out to the open sea.” 

"Hal by what hope.s arc my fears now chased 
awayl” cried bold Hartmut of Normandy. "Since 
they arc so close besieged that they must give battle 
or Hetcl return home, we will ride thither to the 
Hegclings." 

Ludwig and Hartmut agreed that, could they raise 
ten thousand knights, thej' might carry off Gudrun, 
before Hetcl returned with his men. And old Gcrlint 
rested not for thinking how she might be avenged 
on Hetcl for denjing his child to her son Hartmut 
with scornful words; she had gladly hanged both 
Watc and Frute. 

Die old she-devil said, "Ye shall have great 
reward if ye ride thither. I will keep my gold and 
silver from the women and give it to the knights. 
Little care I how Hotel and Hilda rue it.” 

"We will sail from Normand)' in battle array with 
my w-arriors,” said Ludwig. " I hope to have twenty 
thousand men shortly, wiicrcwith to carry off 
Gudrun.” 
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And young Hartmut cried, "Could I but behold 
Hilda's daughter, that we might dwell lovingly 
together, I would not take the greatest kingdom 
in lieu thereof!" 

So the}' considered earnestly how to compass it, 
and Ludvig won an army to lead to the Hegelings. 
How could Hilda know the evil that drew nigh? 

Ludwig’s wife strove without cease that Gudrun 
should dwell lovingly by Hartmut, and rested not 
from her endeavour, that with his arms he" might 
embrace her. 

Said Ludwig to Hartmut his son, "Now bethink 
thee, good knight, of the peril before us, or w'e can 
bring the folk from their home. If thou pay the 
guests that be come from far, I will reward my knights 
here at hand." 

They bestowed great gifts on all and sundry, that 
none in Swabia had ever won such horses and sumpter 
mules, or such saddles and shields. They did -it 
gladly: never before gave Ludwig so freely. In haste 
they made ready for their journey. Ludwig had to 
his service good mariners that knew well the paths 
of the sea, and that laboured through the waves 
after high rew’ard. 

Their preparations w'ere now’ w’ell-nigh made, and 
it was noised abroad that Ludwig and Hartmut 
were about to quit their land; but they were greatly 
troubled how to ^vin to the Hegehngs. Then they came 
dow'n to the shore, and found on the sands the 
ships builded strong at Gerlint’s own cost, that were 
to carry them thither. 

And of all this old Wate and Frute of Denmark 
knew’ nothing. 

They crossed the sea 'with three-and-twenty thou- 
sand men. Hartmut yearned sore for Gudrun, and 
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showed it plainly to all Ms kinsmen, for he led a 
great force against King Hetel. Tliey knew not the 
course to take and many a mother’s child came in 
peril; but the waves bare them to Ortland, where 
they saw Hilda’s castle, or Hetel had any word 
thereof. Hartmut’s host came on the deep waters 
within twelve miles of the Hegeling land, that they 
saw the palace and the towers of the fortress of 
fair Hilda. 

Then Ludwg of Normandy bade them cast anchor 
on the strand, and make all the haste they could 
from the ships, for he %vas come so nigh that he feared 
lest the Hegelings might see them. 

When they were now come ashore they darkened ' 
many a shield and good helmet with coverings, and 
made ready for strife after they had dispatched 
messengers to find if haply they had any friends 
in Hetel's land. 
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HOW HARTJIUT CARRIED OFF GUDRUN BY FORCE 

HrVRTMUT sent fonvard his envoys, who straightway 
told Queen Hilda and her dear daughter that, if his 
wooing were allowed, he would do what w’ould 
content them both for love of her. And if she would 
wed him, as aforetime he had besought her, he would 
serve her his whole life long, and share with her his 
father’s kingdom, for often had he yearned towards 
her in his thoughts; but that, if she would not, he 
would hate her. He asked the maiden’s leave thus, 
in the hope that he might bring her to his land 
TOthout a battle. 

“But if she gainsay it,” he said further, "nothing 
^vill turn me from my purpose, and I will see to it 
that fair Gudrun hath my knights to feast her eyes 
on or I depart hence. Nay, more than this, my good 
envoys, shall ye tell her: liefer vdll I be he\wi in pieces 
than return across the wde sea \vithout the princess 
of the Hegelings. If she still deny me, she will see 
me come riding with my warriors. To right and left 
of the road before the castle I ^vill leave twenty 
thousand slain. Since Hegel has followed the counsel 
of him of Wigaleis, and of old Wate and forced us 
to these many long journeys hither, not a few shall 
be orphaned, for I am minded to bring the matter 
to an end." 
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Then the envoys spurred off in haste, as Hartmut 
• commanded them, for it was high time, and came 
to a great castle called Matelane, wherein Queen Hilda 
and the fair young princess, her daughter, dwelled. 

He sent thither two mighty lords that he had 
brought with him from Normandy, that they might 
earnestly commend him to Hilda: how that he would 
never cease from serving her, and that she would do 
well to give him the maiden, seeing he held her dearer 
than all others, for still it was on love he thought. If 
she did this, how that she would have all that was 
her due. by reason of her high birth, and that he would 
never weary in doing her pleasure. 

It was told to them that watched over the women, 
that Norman knights were come wooing to Matelane; 
whereupon Queen Hilda bade them hold their peace, 
for the beautiful maid was frightened. 

Hilda’s ofScers opened the gate, that they might 
not leave the envoys any longer without. They threw 
the gate wide, and bade the envoys of Hartmut 
ride in. 

These asked to see Hetel’s queen, which was denied 
them by the knights that guarded her beautiful body, 
as it behoved the king’s honour. Hilda and high-bom 
Gudnm were never left imguarded. 

When now Hartmut's men were come to court, 
fair Hilda began to greet them, and Gudrun did the 
like with a proud mien. The good and noble maiden 
loved noble Herwig from her heart. Albeit they 
little liked them, they bade -wine be poured for them 
or they delivered their message, and Hilda gave them 
leave to sit down in the presence of her and her 
daughter, telling them to make known to her what 
they sought. 

The whole company rose courteously from their 
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seats, as envoys do to tl\is day, and declared what 
they desired from the Hegelings: how that Hartmut, 
their lord, had sent them after fair Gudran. 

Bnt the noble maiden answered, "I will never 
consent to have Hartmut stand by m3' side under a 
king's cro%vn before my kinsmen. Herwig is the name 
of him I would reward for his love, and to him I am 
betrothed. I promised I would have him to m3' 
husband, and he hath taken me to his wife. I rejoice 
at whatever honour may befall him, and none other 
will I have for my dear one.” 

Then one of the envo3’s said, “Hartmut bade us 
tell thee that, if thou deny him his hope, thou shalt 
see him on the third morning with his knights before 
Hatelane,” Whereat the beautiful maiden laughed. 

The envoys, two rich earls, asked leave to depart, 
but, although they were strangers, Hilda offered them 
a gift of great worth, which they took not, for crafty 
was their wooing. 

Hotel's warriors told the envoys that they cared 
little for their scorn and their hate, and that, if they 
would not drink King Hetel’s wine, they w'ould pour 
blood for them instead. 


So they brought this word back to the place whence 
Hartmut had dispatched them, and he ran to meet 
them, asking how they had fared, and if high-born 
Gudhts^ had received them kindly with his message. 

lVheiV,yppjj Qjjg them made answer, "Thy suit 
hath beeWjj for royal maid hath a dear one 

whom shejg loveth in her heart more than any, and if 
thou wilt i..,ot drink her -svine, thy blood shall be 
poured out 

Woe is me i^or this shame," cried Hartmut. 
My heart is hea> fjjjg g^t better friends 
I need not than t/ jjgy battle.” 
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Then all that fay on the beach sprang up, and 
wrathhiUy Ludwig and Harlsnut led fonvard their 
host with (iyint; banners. 

I'rom the ramparts of Malelane Uicy saw tlwir 
pennons gleaming from afar, atid the f>eautiful maiden 
cried, "Oh, joyl There come Hetol and my lord!" 

But tiicy saw tiicy were not their master's banners 
and said, "Ah ww! A great misdaveivture bcfallcth 
us! Grim guests come wwing tSie Princess Gudrun, 
and many a strong helmet will he hewn Ircforc night." 

'Die Itcgelings said to Hilda. "Whatsoever the 
men of Hartmut essay, we will hinder it with deep 
wounds.” 

But the queen commanded them to shut to the 
castle gate witiiout tanying. 

Rcvertheless Hctcl’s bold men would not do it. 
'Flic deftmders of the land bound tlic.ir iord’.s banner 
to the pole, tliat they might forth from the castle 
to sby the ttoWc guests. Tim bars that sboukt all 
have been left down were witlidrawn thro'ugii their 
pride, for Uicy dcsjriscd the watchful cunning of 
Hartmut. So it fell that the first of Hartmut’s men, 
pressing in, jostled the last of the Hcgelings that 
went forth. 

When a thousand or more \rith drawn swords stood 
ready, Hartmut rode up with a thou,s.and men, that 
di.smountcd on the heath and sent their horses away. 
'n>cy bare .sharp pointed shafts in their hands. Who 
wa.s there to stop the battle? They began to give the 
townsfolk deep wounds; and Ludwag of Normandy, 
also, rode up with his men. 

The women fciircd greatly when he drew nigh, for 
they saw his broad banners plain, and under each 
of them three thousand men that pressed grimly 
forward, heedless of how the}’ would win off later. 
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Near and far all were busy. Bolder knights none 
ever saw than those of Hetel’s castle; they could 
deal wounds, and valiantly withstood Hartmut's 
heroes. Bold Ludwg of Normandy tvith the might 
of his chest struck a red glow from the hard bucklers, 
and his comrades in battle were bold enow. 

When the townsfolk deemed them secure, Hart- 
mut’s father from Normandy advanced with his 
valiant warriors, for he rvished his son all good, 
which was well shown that day. 

The proud burgesses began to suffer for having scorned 
the counsel of beautiful Queen Hilda, Hetel's wife. 
Many a shield was darkened, and many a life lost. 

LudTOg and Hartmut, when they were won nigh 
to one another, saw that the Heg^gs would have 
barred Queen Hilda’s gate, whereat wth loud clashing 
of shields, their standards were borne into the castle. 
Little they heeded the shooting and thro^ving from 
the wall, for their valour was great; nor gave the}'’ 
thought to the dead, when heroes bowed down 
beneath heavy stones. Ludwig and Hartmut won 
through the door, and left many wounded lying there; 
whereat the high-hom maiden began to weep. Yet 
still more grievous hurt soon befell Hetel’s stronghold. 

The King of Normandy was merry enow when he 
and his men bare their country’s banners before the 
hall of Hetel, and caused them to wave above on the 
battlements; but the noble queen sorrowed sore. 

I wonder how it had gone the guests had grim 
Wate seen how the knights of Hartmut and Ludwig 
strode through the hall when they carried off Gudrun. 
Had any told them, Wate and Hetel had so smitten 
good helmets TOth their swords that they had never 
borne Gudrun captive to Normandy. 

All the folk therein were sorrowful, as they would 
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be to-day- m like case. They who desired to plunder 


carried all manner of treasure from the palace. Tro\y 
me, the men of Hartmut grew rich. 

Then bold Hartmut went before Gudnm and said, 
"Thou hast ever scorned me. Now were it meet that 
I and my friends should so scorn thee as to take none 
alive, but slay and hang you all.” 

For only answer she wailed, "Ah woe is me, my. 
father 1 Knewest thou how they carry thy daughter 
off captive from thy land, such wrong and such shame 
had never befallen me, a poor princess.” 

WTien they had heaped treasure and apparel out- 
side, they led Hilda thither by her white hand, for 
they were about to bum the good town of Matelane, 
caring not what came of it. 

But Hartmut forbade them to bum the castle, and 
made all the haste he could to be off, or Hetel's 
vassals and kinsmen that lay at the march of Waleis 
with their army should hear the news. 

" Let nothing be taken,” said Hartmut. " I will give 
you of my father’s treasure at home; so shall we fare 
the lighter across the sea." 

Sorrowful was Gudrun because of Ludirig’s might. 
The castle was piUaged, the town was burned, and the 
noblest were taken captive; two-and-sixty women, 
lovely damsels all, they carried thence, whereat the 
heart of high-bom Hilda was wrung with woe. Ah, 
doleful was the king’s wife when they left her standing 
there! She ran to a window to look down after the 
beautiful maidens, that left many fair women behind 
them mourning in the land. 

Loud was the wailing and weeping. None ivere 
merry when Hilda’s daughter was home away with 
her attendants. Many a valiant knight’s son suffered 
for it when he was old. 
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Hartmut brought the ‘captives to'^he -sliore, and 
left the kingdom burnt and harried. The time there 
had sped to his desire; and Gudrun and Hildeburg 
he took away bound. 

He knew well that Hetel waged war at a distance ; 
wherefore he sailed from that coast; yet scarce was 
he gone when Queen Hilda sent the news to King 
Hetel and his friends. How woefully she sent word 
that his knights at home lay dead, bloodily slain 
by Hartmut, and that his daughter was taken captive, 
and, %vith her, many fair damsels! 

"Tell the king, ye envoys, that I am all alone, 
and have fared ill. With a proud heart great Lud%vig 
retumeth to his land, and a thousand or more lie 
miserably mthout the gate.” 

In three days Hartmut had embarked. His knights 
had seized for plunder all that they could cany with 
them, for Hetel’s men had been sore worsted. 

How they fared after this who can tell you? The 
wind roared and rocked in their sails as they turned 
from that coast, and made for a desert island called 
Wiilpensand. 
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HOW HILDA SENT ENVOYS TO HETEL AND HERWIG 

Hilda, the high-bom woman, strove heart and soul 
to get envoys to King Hetel. All her sorrow came 
from Hartmut, that left only grief for her eyes. She 
bade them tell her husband and Henvig that her 
daughter was taken captive, that her warriors were 
dead, her gold and jewels carried away by the 
Normans over the sea, and that she was alone in 
her woe. 

The envoys rode hard and spurred through the 
land, for their queen had dispatched them in her 
sore trouble, and on the seventh morning they came 
where the Hegelings held the Moors close beleaguered. 

Every day there were knightly encounters, and 
the sound of sports was heard over all, that they might 
not weary by the siege ; they raced and leapt and often 
threw the spear. 

Horant of Denmark saw Hilda’s envoys riding 
thither, and he said to the king, "They bring us 
news. God grant that no evil fortune hath befallen 
our warriors at home." 

The king went out himself to meet them, and said 
courteously, "Welcome, ye knights, to this land. 
How is Hilda, my wife? Tell us who hath sent you.” 

"My mistress hath sent us hither,” one of them 

lOI 
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answered. "Thy castles are destroyed, thy land is 
burned, and Gudrun and her maidens are borne away 
captive. The country will, I ween, nevermore recover 
from such scathe.” And further he said, "I have more 
to bewail to thee, by reason whereof we came in great 
pern. Of thy kinsmen and vassals a thousand or more 
are dead. Thy treasure hath been carried off to the 
land of a foreign king; they have seized thy hoard, 
which is a shame to good warriors.” 

Hetel asked who had done this, and a squire of ■ 
one of the knights answered him, "It was Ludwig 
of Normandy, and Hartmut. They led foemen against 
us to our hurt.” 

"They have done this because I denied Hartmut 
my beautiful daughter,” said Prince Hetel. "I knew 
that the King of Normandy did homage for his land 
to Hagen, and, as befitted our honour, refused to send 
Gudrun thither. Let us keep this news from out 
enemies^ and bewail it in secret to our friends. Bid 
our kinsmen be summoned straightway. Worse could 
not have befallen our good knights at home.” 

Then they sent for Henvig to come to court, ivith 
the friends and kinsmen of the king and his other 
men. tVhen these good knights were come they saw 
that Hetel was troubled of his cheer. 

The prince of the Hegelings said, "I ivill bewail 
my sorrow to you, trusting to your love. My ivife 
Hilda hath sent me a message: how that it standeth 
right dolefully ivith the Hegelings. My land is harried 
by fire, and my castles destroyed. They have guarded 
our home iU since we left. My daughter is taken 
captive, and my kinsmen are slain, that had my land 
and my honour in their keeping.” 

Then Herwig wept to see Hetel’s eyes wet with 
tears; and when they saw these two weeping, all the 
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others did tlie like. None that stood by the king 
was merry. 

Said old Wate then, " Betray naught of this. Tlie 
hurt we have suffered in our friends we will make 
good wth much rejoicing hereafter. Right sorrowful 
wall we make the kinsmen of Hartmut and of Ludwig.” 

Hetel asked, “How so? ” and Wate answered, “We 
must make peace with the King of the Moors and his 
followers; so shall we lead these knights with us after 
Gudrun, thj' fair child.” And this wise counsel he 
also added; "To-morrow early let us encounter the 
strangers here on sucli wise that tlicy shall despair 
of ever bringing their folk hence, save ^vith our 
consent.” 

Wicreupon bold Herwig cried, "It is well said. 
Get ready to fight, and let us show to-morrow how 
we can meet tiie foe. Wliatever betide us, I am 
measureless sad for the maiden.” 

So they m.ade ready for strife, with horses and 
harness, and gladlj’ followed the counsel of old 
Wate; and when the dawn appeared, they strove 
grimly with them of .Abake, and won thereby both 
praise and honour. 

Evcrjnvherc Oiey bare the banners into tlie thick 
of the fight, and many tliat were whole were slain. 

The men of Sturmland shouted, "Forward!” 
whereat they that were fain to conquer the Moors 
went the Fwifter in the battle. 

Irolt cried over tlie edge of his siiield, "Will ye 
make jx-ace with us, yc Moorish knights? My lord. 
King Hetel, hath bidden us ask you. Your land is 
too far off, and ye lose lioth wealth and kinsmen." 

But Siegfried, the King of the Moors, answered, 
“If yc win tlie wictorj* yc will have good pledges in 
them yc take captive, I ivil! treat with none, save as 
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befitteth mine honour. If ye think to overcome us, 
the more will be lost on both sides." 

Then Sir Prute said, "Promise to stand by us -with 
friendly service, and ye shall be free of attack from 
my master's country henceforth." 

\Vhereupon the men of Karade held out their 
hands in token of peace. 

So they were reconciled, as I have told you. The 
valiant knights went to one another, and they that 
were foemen afore offered their service to each other. 
Their hate was ended, and they began to plan the 
hurt of the Normans. 

Now for the first time King Hetel told the King 
of the Moors the sad news his messengers had brought 
him. and vowed that if he w’ould help him to punish 
Hartmut for his shameful dealing, he would serve 
him to his life’s end. 

Then said Sir Siegfried of AlzabS, "Could we but 
find them, it would fare ill with theml" 

"I know the way they must take across the water,” 
answered Wate. "It is close at hand. We might easily 
overtake them on the sea.” 

But Hetel said to them all, " VTiere can I find ships? 
How can I hurt them, even if I w'ould, unless I make 
ready at home to follow them to their country, and, 
meeting them there, avenge on them both my loss 
and my sorrow?” 

"There might be a way,” answered old Wate. 
"What he hath to do, God doeth wth power. Here 
in this land, close by, I know of at least seventy 
staunch vessels, full of good food. They lie on the 
shore, and have carried pilgrims over the sea. These 
we must win, whatever betide. The pilgrims must 
tarry in patience on this coast till we are reconciled 
TOth our foemen, or have overcome them.” 
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Wlicreupon old Wate betook him straightwa}’’ 
thither; but the others held back, doubting. He 
asked them whether they had aught for sale, and 
said he was come to buy. He lost many a kinsman 
later because of this, and it ended ill for himself. 

There were three thousand or more on the strand 
— this I know of a surety — that had not time to 
prepare for battle before the king drew nigh -with a 
mighty host. Their silver and apparel, that Wate 
had no need of, were carried to them on shore, but 
their food, for all they could do, was kept on the 
water. Wate vowed it would be made good to them 
as soon as he and his friends returned. 

Tlic pilgrims wailed and were in grievous plight, 
but he cared not a single crumb what they said or 
how they fared. He told them without smiling that 
they must give him both galleys and ships in pledge. 

Hetel cared not whether they ever got to sea with 
their crosses or no. He took from their number more 
than five hundred of the best, whereof few were 
brought back whole to the Hegeling land. 

I know not if Hetel and his men were punished 
because the homeless folk suffered heart-heaviness, 
and were parted in a strange land, but I think that 
God in heaven himself avenged this wrong. 

Hetel and his men departed as soon as they could. 
Tliey won a favouring wind and set sail after their 
enemies, hoping, when they had found them, to take 
vengeance for their hurt. 
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HOW HETEL WENT TO THE wOlPENSAND AFTER HIS 
DAUGHTER 

Now were King Ludwig and King Hartmut en- 
camped wth their men by the sea on a desert shore, 
where they rested. They were a great host, but their 
numbers availed them little. It was on a broad island 
called the Wiilpensand that misadventure griml}’ 
befell the Normans, after they had found comfort 
for themselves and their horses. 

They had led the noble captives on to the %vild 
beach, where the gentle maidens bare them sadly 
before their enemies, as they needs must. 

Fires were seen 'all along the shore, and they that 
were come from far coimtries took their ease. They 
thought to tarry there seven nights or more with 
the beautiful women, but it fell out ill for them; for 
while Hartmut and his kinsmen lay in an unfre- 
quented haven, their hope to rest there for seven 
days %vith the lovely damsels came to- naught. 

Fair Gudrun was now far from Matelane, and the 
ease of Ludmg’s men was troubled no longer by the 
fear that Wate and his men would do them a htui. 
But a mariner saw a ship with rich sails rocking on 
the waves, and bade them tell the king. 

When Hartmut and all his folk saw' crosses on the 
sails, they said that pilgrims were aboard. And soon 
they saw three good ships and nine proud galleys 
io6 



HETEL SEEKS HIS DAUGHTER 107 

drawnigh, bearing over the watermany a man that had 
seldom enow worn the cross on his vesture for God’s 
honour; and this the Normans learned to their cost. 

The pilgrims were now so close at hand that their 
helmets were seen shining. They brought Ludwig 
and his men trouble and sore scathe. 

"Up!” .cried Hartmut. "Here come my grim 
foemeni” 

Thereupon they hasted to the beach, and there 
was heard the splash of oars pulled by many hands. 
Old and young on the shore sprang up ready for 
battle. Ludwig and Hartmut carried shields. They 
had often aforetime won easier to their land, but 
their desire for repose had misled them. They deemed 
that their enemy Hetel had no kinsmen left. 

Then Ludwig cried aloud to all his men, for what 
he had done afore was but child’s play, "Now for 
the first time must I fight with good heroes. I will 
enrich them evermore that withstand the foe imder 
my banner!” 

They bare Hartmut’s standard also down to the 
shore, whereto the ships were come so nigh that 
spears, thrown from the waters edge, could \vin to 
them. Old Wate, I trow, was not idle behind his 
shield. Never was land so grimly defended. 

The Hegelings pressed towards the beach, and 
fought valiantly with spears and \vith swords. They 
dealt so freely in blows that afterwards none desired 
their merchandise. 

Everywhere they crowded in toward the beach. 
Wind never blew snow so thick from the Alps as the 
darts were hurled there. Even had they desired it, 
they had not been able now to end the fray. They 
fought with spears, and it was long or they won 
to land. 


io8 SEVENTEENTH ADVENTURE 


His foes stood so nigh to old Wate that he leapt 
fiercely on them. He was so grim of his mood that 
they perceived his intent plain, and Ludwig of 
Normandy ran at him, and threw a very sharp 
spear, that the fragments flew high into the wind; 
for Ludwig was bold. 

Wate’s followers came up then, and smote Ludwig 
through the helmet, that the sword's point pierced 
to his head. Had he not worn a shirt of goodly sUk 
of Abalie under his harness this must ha:ve been his 
end. He scarce came off rvith his life, and had to flee 
from the spot. Wate was an ill guest when he sought 
victory among his foemen. Many a good knight 
perished by his hand. 

Hartmut and Irolt ran at each other, and their 
weapons resoimded on their helmets, that the din 
was heard tlirough the tumult; Irolt was valiant, 
and bold was Hartmut likewise. 

Henvig of Zealand, a famous knight and good, 
desmug tu reaeh the land, sprang into the vvater , and 
stood deep in a wave up to the armpits. Bold Herwig, 
too, served grimly for a woman’s sake. His foemen 
would fain have drorvned this good knight in the sea, 
and many a strong shaft brake against him, but soon 
he won ashore to his enemies, and many a knight’s 
WTong was avenged. 

By the time they got to land, the waves were dyed 
by the slain. The red blood flowed rvide around, 
farther than one could throw with a spear. Fiercer 
work was never done by heroes, and never were so 
many knights trampled to the ground; they that 
perished unwounded could have peopled a whole 
land, yet they that did them this hurt, I ween, were 
all lost themselves. 

King Hetel with his men fought to recover his 
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dear child. Tlie strangers that were \vith him, and 
his own men, carried hurt and scathe wherever they 
went, tliat many were found dead on the Wiilpen- 
sand. The Normans and the Hegelings brought grim 
deeds in their hand for tribute. The Danes fought 
valiantly, and none that w'as fain to live durst await 
their onset. Orririn and Morunc held the breach 
with such honour that few WTOught more havoc with 
their strengtli. The heroes with their comrades 
wounded many. 

I have heard tell also that tlie proud Moors pressed 
from their ships towards the enemy. Hetel hoped 
to profit in his straits through their help, for they 
were bold warriors, and the blood flowed from strong 
helmets. How could their prince have been bolder? 
Many a coat of mail he dimmed that day, for in 
fierce battle he was a famous knight and good. Or 
how' could have old Wate, or Frute of Denmark, have 
been more valiant? To and fro the spears were hurled. 
Ortwin advanced merrily wth his comrades and 
hewed many helmets, while Gudrun and the women 
with her wept bitterly. 

The fierce combat endured the whole day. The 
press was great, for the folk longed to come at one 
another. It went ill with the gallant knights when 
Hetel’s friends strove to \vin back his daughter. 

At last the night drew on, that brought the king 
more hurt. Ludwig’s men fought valiantly, as behoved 
them, for tliey knew not Avhither to flee. They smote 
deep wounds and guarded the princess. 

The battle endured painfully from early morning 
until the night fell and made an end of it. Old and 
young did their utmost, nor had cause to feel ashamed. 
Then King Hetel forced his way to the King of 
Normandy. 
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HOW LUDWIG SLEW HETEL AND SAILED AWAY BY NIGHT 

With their sharp weapons uplifted. Hotel and Ludwig 
felt each the strength of the other, till Ludwig slew 
Hetel. It was heart-heavj' new’s. 

^Vhen fair Gudrun heard that the King of Matelane 
was slain, she and all her women fell a-weeping, and 
wept so long that both sides pitied tliem. But when 
grim Wate knew that the king was dead, he began 
to bellow like a wild beast, and helmets shone red 
like the setting sun from his swift strokes. Terrible 
with anger were he and all his men. 

But what could they do? The island was wet witli 
hot blood. The Hegelings asked for no truce, for they 
sought to recover Gudrun on the Wiilpensand. 

The men of Waleis took vengeance for the king's 
death in battle; the Danes, too, stood by the Hege- 
lings and the men of Ortland in their need. Goodly 
weapons broke in the hands of the valiant heroes. 
Bold Ortwin was fain to avenge his father, and 
Horant and his knights came up with their host. 

The day was ended, and the night fallen, when tlie 
heroes began to hew for the first time deep wounds 
in earnest. 

Then one of the Danes rushed at Horant, the sword 
in his hand ringing loud, for he thought him a foe; 
no 
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■wherefore Horant straighhvay did him grievous 
hurt, and wounded him to death. 

And when he had slain his kinsman he bade them 
bear his banner behind his own, till he knew by the 
voice of him that carried it whom he had killed ^th 
his great strength, and wailed bitterly for the dead. 

” Murder haft been done here,” Herwig cried aloud. 
"Now that the night is fallen, we all slay one another, 
friend and stranger alike. If the fight continue till 
morning, not a third of us will be found alive.” 

Where Wate was heard in battle none was wise 
that came in his ^yay, for no man could stand against 
his -wrath. He sent many where they were to abide 
for ever. 

Had they fought till break of day, the battle had 
been ended, for friends and foes lay slain %vith deadly 
wounds; but there was no moon and the light was 
gone, by reason whereof the Hegelings lost the -victory. 

Against their -will the grim warriors gave over, and 
drew apart -with weary hands, but not so far that 
they could not see each other’s helmets and shields 
in fte firelight. 

Then Lud\vig and Hartmut of Normandy went 
aside to speak together and the king asked his men 
why he should tarry there by bold Wate, that was 
fain to slay him. "Lie down -with your heads on your 
shields,” he counselled them craftily, "and make a 
great noise, that the Hegelings guess not that I 
would bring you hence if I can." 

And his kinsmen and vassals obeyed him, and blew 
fte trumpets and trombones loud, as if the land 
had been their own; wherein Lud\vig showed his 
cunning. 

There was noise and shouting over all, and they 
forbade the damsels to -weep, threatening that those 
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who ceased not would be drowned, and that, if the 
voice of any was heard, she would be sunk in the sea. 

They carried their belongings to the ship, and left 
their dead that had been slain. Many a friend was 
missing, which grieved them sore, and many galleys 
must needs be left behind empty. 

So the Normans got to sea by a crafty device. The 
women were doleful that they could not tell their 
kinsmen of their departure, for the heroes knew 
naught thereof, but stiU lay on the Wiilpensand. Or 
the day dawned they mth whom the Danes thought 
to fight were already on their way. 

Wate bade them blow his war-hom loud, and hasted 
towards those that he desired to fell with deep woimds. 
On horse and afoot the Hegelings, sinking in the sand, 
went after Ludwig and his men, to fight with them, 
but the Normans had sailed far on their course. 

They found the ships empty, and raiment strewn 
aU around on the Wiilpensand, and many weapons 
also that none o^vned. They had slept so long that 
they could do the foe no further hurt. 

When they told Wate, he was heavy of his cheer. 
Bitterly he bewailed King Hetel’s death, and that 
he had not avenged it on Ludwig’s body. Many 
helmets lay broken that fair women wept for at home. 

How wroth was Ortwin, and how piteously he 
mourned for his good knights ! " Up heroes ! ” he cried, 
that haply we may overtake them or they quit their 
camp. They caimot be far off." 

Old Wate had gladly obeyed, but Frute began to 
peer through the air and said to the knights, "What 
availeth your haste? They be fuU thirty miles aw'ay. 
Besides, if we gave chase we have not enough folk 
to hurt them. Scorn not my counsel, and consider 
the matter no more, for ye shall never win to them. 
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Bid the wounded be carried to the ships, and seek 
out our dead that we may bury them on the -wild 
coast. They have many friends here. Wherefore 
should they not profit thereby?” 

They stood all together and wrung their hands. It 
had been scathe enow to lose the young princess, and 
what news could they bring home now to Queen 
HDda? 

Said Sir Morunc, "Were it only that we ourselves 
have suffered pain and heart’s sorrow! Poor gifts 
shall we earn when we bring word that Hetel lieth 
slain; I had liefer bide away from Queen Hilda.” 

Then they sought out the dead on the beach. The 
knight of Sturmland bade them carry all the Christians 
to one place, and took counsel with the 3^oxmg men 
where they should lay them. 

"Let us bury them,” said Sir Ortvin, "and then 
consider how their memory may be made to endure 
after death by means of a rich cloister, to which 
the kindred of each shall give a portion of their 
wealth.” 

“Thou hast well said,” answered the knight of 
Sturmland. "Yea, let the horses and apparel of thein 
that lie dead be sold, that the poor folk, at tlieir 
life’s end, may have profit from their goods." 

Then spake Sir Irolt: "Shall we bury them also 
that did us the hurt, or shall we let the ravens and 
the wld wolves of the island enjoy them?” 

To which the older men replied with the counsel, 
that they should not leave one lying. 

Ydien they found the time after their many perils, 
they buried the king, tliat had died honourably on 
that shore through love of his kin. And for the men 
of each land they did the like, whatever his name. 
They laid the Moors by themselves; also the Hegeling 

1880 
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knights. A place was likewise given to the Nonnans. 
They buried them all separate, both Christians 
and heathens. 

They toiled rvithout ceasing for six days, and rested 
not from their endeavour to bring tte Hegelings 
from their sins and evil deeds into God’s favour. So 
many Masses were read and sung that never in any 
land had God been served so well for men fallen in 
battle. Many priests, too, they left behind on that 
coast with the dead. And they that were to guard 
these, and that were afterivards called Hospitallers, 
must tarry also, and were bidden write do\vn what 
was given them: three hxmdred gilts at the least. 
It was noised abroad how the cloister was founded. 
All that had left their kinsmen there gave their 
portion, woman and man, for the sake of the souls 
whose bodies they had buried. They grew so rich 
later that three himdred endowments fell to it. 

Now God have mercy on them that lie there, and 
on aU that dwell in that place! They that were whole 
on the Wiilpensand went their ways, and each, after 
his trouble, came home to his lord’s colmtr3^ 
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At which word both yovaag and old feared greatly. 
Never were king’s men so sorrowful. 

“Woe is me for this \vrong!'’ cried the king's wife. 
“Great Hetel my lord is gone from me. How is my 
glory fallen! I have lost them both! Gudrun I shall 
see nevermore.” 

Knights and maidens beat their breasts in measure- 
less sorrow. The queen mourned so bitterly for her 
husband that the hall resounded. 

“Woe is me," she cried, “if this be not avenged 
on King Hartmut! ” 

Then spake bold Wate; “Cease from wailing, 0 
Queen, for they will not come again. Nevertheless 
hereafter, when the children of this land be grown 
to men, we will take vengeance to the full on Ludsvig 
and Hartmut." 

"Might I but live till that day! ” said the sorrowful 
woman, “I would give all that I have could I be 
avenged and see Gudrun my daughter; poor God- 
forsaken one, that I am!” 

"Give over weeping," answered Wate. “We will 
send out within the next twelve days to as many 
knights as we can bring together, and arrange how 
we shall wage war. It will go ill with them of Nor- 
mandy. The cause of all our woe is tliis: I took nine 
ships from pilgrims. We will restore these to the poor 
folk, that, if we fight again, we may have better 
fortune.” 

“Let this be done," said the sorrowful woman, 
"that their loss be made good. VTioso taketh aught 
from pilgrims committeth a great sin. For each 
mark that was taken they shall have three of 
my silver." So they took back their ships as their 
mistress counselled. Or any pilgrim sailed from that 
shore, they were all so well paid that they cursed 
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none, and the daughter of wild Hagen void of 
reproach. 

The next morning bold Herwig of Zealand came 
to Hilda, that he found weeping bitterly after her 
husband’s death. Yet she received the young knight 
Idndly, albeit OTth wringing of hands. 

From the weeping of the queen noble Hcrwig’s 
eyes began to drop tears, and the young man said, 
" They be not all dead that should help thee, and did 
it gladly: by reason whereof some of the foemen 
have paid dear. I vail never rest, soul or body, till 
Hartmut suffer for it, that he hath dared to carry 
off my vife, and to slay our warriors. I \vill ride up 
close to him yet, and sit in his castle.” 

Albeit loath to ride to Matelane, tlic knights came 
thither, and the queen prayed them that were tnie 
not to shim her because of the woe that had befallen 
h'er. The men of Friesland came, and the men of 
Sturmland. The Danes also she had summoned. 
Morunc’s knights rode from Walcis, and the Hcge- 
lings with them, to the castle of fair Hilda. Her son 
Ortwin rode from Ortland, and they mourned his 
dear father together, as was meet. 

The heroes took counsel ivith their queen privily, 
and resolved on war. But old Wate said, "It cannot 
be till tlie noble orphans, now children, arc able to 
bear swords. They will think on their kinsmen and 
help us gladly in the undertaking." "Wien vill that 
be?” answered Hilda. "If my daughter must dwell 
yonder in a strange land still captive to foemen, then 
shall I, a poor queen, rejoice nevermore.” 

"If the encm}' is to suffer sore scathe,” said Frutc 
of Denmark, "it cannot be or we have folk enow to 
ride hence to battle.” 

"God grant we live till then,” answered the queen. 



ii8 NINETEENTH ADVENTURE 

“To me, an unhappy woman, ye give a long day of 
waiting. Whoso remembereth me and poor Gudrun 
will pity us, I trow.” 

They asked leave to depart, and the queen said, 
"Blessed be liis body that is mindful of me. Till the 
time come round, ride hither, bold knights, nothing 
loath, and make ready for this war the best ye can." 

Then old Wate, the good warrior, gave this wise 
counsel; “Let them hie to the Wester\valt. Since we 
purpose going to war, let each land give us forty ships.” 

She answered, "I will have twenty strong vessels, 
staimch and good, buildcd by the sea, and vill so fit 
them that they wall bear my friends in comfort to 
the foe.” 

So they parted. 

The Prince of tlie Moors went courteously to the 
queen and said, "Let them tell me when they will 
forth, that none need be sent for me.” 

On friendly wise she bade them all farewell. The 
valiant guests and the fair women were seen mourn- 
ing for their loss, and ceased not to plan such devices 
as the Normans dreamed not of. 

VTien they had ridden back to their homes \vith 
sorro\vful mien. Queen Hilda, that was very wse, 
sent food to them that praj^ed on the Wulpensand, 
that they might remember Biem before God. And to 
that end she bade a vast minster be builded, and then 
a cloister and hospital. It was known in many a land 
through the dead that lay there, and was called in 
after days the cloister of the Wulpensand. 
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slmll I incline my Iieart? From him that liath my 
love I am now so far removed that in woe I must 
abide for evermore." 

"Grieve not for that," answered Ludwig. "If thou 
wed Hartmut, the good warrior, we will offer thee all 
that i.s ours, and thou sliall enjoy botli honour and 
bliss with him." 

But Hilda's daughter said, "Why wilt thou not 
leave me in peace? I had liefer die than take Hartmut; 
if. through his father, he be not nobly bom enow to 
wed me. I will lo.'c my life sooner than take him to 
my hu.sband," 

King Ludwig was wroth at her word; he caught 
her by the hair, and threw her into the sea. 

How .swift the bold Hartmut came between them, 
and saved the dam-ccl frcmi the angr}- waves! He drew 
nigh when she would have sunk. She would h.avc 
Ijccn drowned, but that the good knight readied her 
golden head with hi.s hands and drew her out: eb-e 
she had surely perished. Ludwig could be grim enough 
with fair maidens. 

Il.irlmut drew her into the vc.<sel, and she .sat 
there in b.er rhift when he had taken her from the 
w.ive' She wa; a stranger to such liandiing. Ah, 
sorrowful were her thought.sl 

Uicn the beautiful maidens wept all together, and 
none wae glad. Vili.at worse could iKifaU tb‘'m than 
t!;at a king's daughter should b^ s-o evilly entrcatc'l? 
But in their hi aits they thought, "They will do 
rtiil fuTthr.r hurt." 

Sir Hartmut asked, "WT.orrfoie wouldct they 
have flrowned rny wife.' She H to rne .ns my own 
b-dy. H.nrj j* l,..-fn any oth'-r than Ludwig, my father. 
I h 'd t.iken both his honour and his life." 

”I have grown to r-]tl ii!;!a-itn'’(L" Lud’-'-ig 
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answered, “and would live with honour till my end. 
Forbid Gudrun to flout me.” 

The envoys reached their home in merry mood, 
and commended the scrv'ice of her son Hartmut to 
Queen Gcrlint, with all that was kind and lo\ung, and 
begged her to welcome many valiant knights on tlie 
shore. Hartmut bade them tell her also tliat the 
Hcgcling maiden whom he had often yearned for, 
sorrowing, or ever he saw her, was come across the 
sea. Gcrlint was never better pleased, I ween, than 
when she heard it. 

“And Queen,” said the lx)ld envo3’s further, “Thou 
shalt go down from tlie castle to welcome the maiden 
in her sorrow with a friendtj' greeting. Thou and thy 
daughter shall botli ride to the beach. Thou shall 
also take damsels and women and good knights with 
thee down to the sea, where the stranger is v.-aiting 
in the haven. With a kind welcome shaft thou receive 
her folk." 

"I will do it gladly," answered Gcrlint. "I rejoice 
greatlj' that Hctcl’s child is come hitlier to this land 
\rith her maidens. I shall often see Hartmut merrj' 
■ beside her yet.” 

Tlicy bade them bring out the horses and tlie saddle^ 
cloths. Tlie young princess was meny and glad because 
she was about to see in her father’s country Gudrun 
whose praise she had often heard. 

So they sought in the chests for the best apparel 
that was therein (none h.ad better), and bade them 
array Hartmut's knights with care, llio king’s houses 
hold rode forth from the castle gaih- adorned. 

On the third morning all the men and women that 
Gcrlint had brought together for licr escort were ready 
for the jo\dul welcome. Whcreujxin thej’ rode down 
from tile castle and iiastened from the court. 
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The guests were now come into the harbour, and 
all they had brought with them was carried down from 
the ships. They returned merrily to their home. Only 
Gudrun and her maidens were sorrowful. 

Bold Hartmut led her by the hand, which she had 
gladly been spared an she could. The wretched maiden 
only took his service for honour’s sake; whereas this 
and whatsoever he could do for her, he did gladly. 

Full sixty damsels followed her, and these bare 
them as they had left their land with proud obser- 
vance, and not as captives. They had once been highly 
esteemed in many a king's land, but now they knew 
sorrow without joy. 

Hartmut’s sister drew nigh between two princes, 
and welcomed Hilda’s daughter sweetly. The host’s 
daughter kissed the homeless maiden %vith tearful 
eyes, and took hold of her white hands. 

Ludwig’s wife would have kissed her also, but 
Gudrun was wroth and said to her, “Why comest 
thou so close? I ^vili not kiss thee, nor shalt thou 
greet me. It is through thy counsel that I, a wretched 
maiden, have suffered so much heart's sorrow and 
shame in my perilous fortunes. And worse, alack! 
is yet to come.” 

Thereupon the queen strove hard to win her favour. 
She welcomed all the damsels one by one. 

Then came a great multitude ■with loud din, and 
many tents wth sUk cords were pitched on the shore 
for Hartmut and his men. There was little rest for 
any till they had brought their spoil from off the sea. 

Gudrun was hea'vy of her cheer to have the Nor- 
mans beside her folk. She bare her sweetly to none 
save Ortrun. All that day they must tarry on the 
beach, and whatever others did, her eyes were seen 
full of tears; they and her bright cheeks were never 
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dry. Oft-times Hartmut sought to comfort her, but 
her sorrow endured long. 

Ortnm was free of all guile towards the virtuous 
maiden. However the rest used her, she liked well 
to be beside her, and strove to make her father's 
land dear to her. But the poor princess grieved and 
mourned for her friends. 

Knights and squires foimd their folk merry at home, 
as was meet, when they showed what tliey had 
brought back from the Hegelings. How gladly they 
welcomed them, that had not thought to see them 
there again! 

When they had rested from their ^vild sea journey, 
Hartmut’s men betook them to all ends of the 
kingdom, leaving the folk there to do as they would. 
Some were seen laughing; some wringing their hands. 

Sir Hartmut like\vise left that place, and brought 
Gudrun to a goodly castle, where the maiden must 
needs tany longer than she had a mind to, and where 
she endured much sorrow and heaviness. 

When the noble damsel, that they thought to crown 
here, was in the castle, the host bade them see to it 
that they all served her diligently, whence it came 
that none of them failed to enrich her wth their gifts. 

Then said Gerlint, Ludwig’s wfe, "When shall 
Gudrun hold Hartmut, the young and mighty king, 
in her arms ? He is equal to her in all things, and she 
hath no cause to complain." 

\^dien Gudrun, the noble maiden, heard this she 
answered, "Queen Gerlint, it might well grieve 
thyself, if any forced thee to take a man through whom 
thou hadst lost so many kinsmen; yea, it might irk 
thee to serve him.” 

"It boots not to mourn for what is beyond all 
help,” answered the king’s wife. “Wed him, and I 
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swear by my head that I will never cease to make 
it good to thee. If thou consent to be queen, I will 
gladly give thee my crown.” 

" That I \vill never wear,” said the wrathful maiden. 
“Thou needest not to tell me of his great possessions, 
thinking that I will ever wed the knight. I desire not 
to tarry here, and desire daily to be gone.” 

This word grieved Sir Hartmut, who deemed it ill 
said, and cried, "If I win not the noble maiden, she 
shall find little love on my side.” 

^Vhereupon wicked Gerlint said to him, "Wise 
folk must teach foolish children. If thou leave her to 
me, I trow she will abate her pride.” 

"I am willing,” Hartmut answered, “that tliou 
shouldst instruct the good maiden according to 
thine honour and hers, however it fare with me. But 
she is a stranger here; wherefore, 0 Queen, teach 
her gently.” 

So the young king, or he departed, left fair Gudrun 
in the charge of his mother, which irked the princess 
sore, and for all Gerlint could do, her lessons were 
little liked. 

Then said the she-devil, "If thou wilt not have joy, 
thou shalt have sorrow. Look around thee. WTio is 
there to help thee? Thou shalt heat my chamber, 
and see to the fire th}'self." 

The noble maiden answered, "That I can do right 
well, even all that thou commandest, till God in 
heaven end my misery; albeit my mother’s daughter 
hath not been used to tend the fire.” 

Said Gerlint, " If I live, thou shalt begin to do much 
that other kings’ daughters have done seldom. Thou 
shalt suffer for thy pride. Or to-morrow night thou 
shalt be parted from thy maidens. Thou deemest 
thyself of great worth, as I hear, and by reason thereof 
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shall thy labour be the harder. I will make thee rue 
thy grim temper, for. I will end thy hopes and abase 
thee." 

Wicked Gerlint went angrily to the court and said 
to Hartmut, "Hetel’s daughter so scometh thee and 
thy friends that sooner than hearken to her I would 
I had never seen her." 

But Hartmut answered his mother, "However the 
maiden demean her, 0 Queen, entreat her kindly, 
that I may thank thee. I have done her such hurt 
that she may well turn from my service." 

"No matter what any doeth to her," said the queen, 
"she obeyeth none. Her mind is sucli that, unless she 
be subdued with harshness, she \vill never be thy wife, 
as it behoveth her; and harshness I will use sooner 
than that thou shouldst not win her." 

But the good ICnight of Normandy said, "Entreat 
her and instruct her on such wise that thy faith may 
be shown, and that the princess become not utterly 
my foe." 

Then the wicked she-devil went wrathfuUy back 
to the Hegeling maidens and said, " Get ye to work. 
^Vhat I bid ye do let none leave rmdone." 

So the fair damsels were parted and lived for 
long as strangers. They that might have been the 
wives of mighty lords were forced to rvind yam and 
abode there in great misery. Some had to spin and 
some to comb out the flax, albeit the}' were come 
thither from high places. Any that could br older silk 
■with gold and precious stones had little ease. 

She that should have been first among them at 
coiurt was forced to see to it that the maidens carried 
water to Ortran's chamber. She was called Hergart, 
and drew small profit from her noble birth. There 
was also one among them from Galicia that evil 
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fortune had driven from Portugal. She came from 
Ireland with Hagen’s daughter to the Hegelings; 
and was aftenvards among the damsels in Normandy. 
She was the daughter of a prince that had castles 
and land, yet she was forced to kindle the fire with 
her white hands when Gerfint’s women went into 
their apartment; nor did they thank her for her 
servdee. 

Now hear this wonder of their great woe. The work 
that the lowest of Gerlint’s women bade them do 
they must accomplish. They profited little by their 
noble kinsmen there in Normandy. In good sooth I 
tell you that the maidens must perform the basest 
ofiices for three and a half years, till Hartmut returned 
to his land after three wars. All that time the orphans 
served. 

\Vhen Hartmut bade them show him his dear one, 
it was easy to see that she had seldom had comfort 
or good meat. They made her suffer because she 
lived virtuously. 

As she went towards him the young king said, 
"Gudrun, fair princess, how hath it fared TOth thee 
since I and my good knights left the country?” 

"I have been forced to do servants’ work,” she 
answered, “to thy sin and my shame.” 

Whereupon Hartmut cried, “VTierefore hast thou 
done this, Gerlint, dear mother? I commended her 
to thy grace, that her great misery in this land might 
be lightened by all manner of kindness.” 

But the she-wolf said, “ How better could I teach 
Hetel’s daughter? Know this, that for all I could beg 
and bid, I could not win her to speak aught but 
scornfully of thee and thy father and thy kinsmen.” 

But Hartmut answered, " Great sorrow hath driven 
her thereto. We slew' so many knights among her kin. 
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Then his friends counselled him to force the lovely 
maiden to his will by any means he could, whether 
his mother liked it or no; that so he might yet live 
to enjoy many a happy hour with the woman. 

So he went and found her in a chamber, and took 
her by the hand. 

“High and noble maiden,” he said, "wed me and 
be a queen. My knights shall serve thee welL" 

But Gudrun answered, "I have no heart thereto. 
Wicked Gerlint hath done me such \vr6ng that I 
desire the love of no hero. I hate thee and thy kin 
with all my soul." 

“That grieveth me,” said Hartmut. “If by service 
I may attain thereto, I wU make good, as beseemeth 
my honour, what my mother Gerlint hath done to 
thy hurt.” 

“ I will never trust thee more,” answered the noble 
maiden. 

Then said young Hartmut of Normandy, "Thou 
knowest well, Gudrun, that the land and the castles 
and all the folk are subject to me. Who would hang 
me, if I won thee to my leman? ” 

“I would call it ill done,” answered Hetel’s 
daughter. "That fern hath not troubled me. Other 
princes woedd have somewhat to say, when tliey 
heard that one of Hagen’s kin was a leman in 
Hartmut’s land.” 

" What need I care what they say ? ” cried Hartmut. 
“If thou thyself ^villed well, I should be king, and 
thou queen.” 

But she answered, “Have no fear. I will never 
wed thee. Thou knowest well. Sir Hartmut, what I 
suffered from thy might when thou tookest me 
captive and bare me away, and the hurt thy knights 
did to my father’s men. Thou knowest too (and heavy 
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enow am I by reason thereof) that tli}' father Ludwig 
slew my father. If I were a knight he durst not 
approach me without weapons. Why then should I 
sleep by thy side? ” 

At that time it was the custom that no woman took 
a man, save they botli willed it; which did honour 
unto all. 

Beautiful Gudnm mourned bitterly for her fatlier, 
so Sir Hartmut spake in wTath; "I care little how 
they use tliee, since thou wilt not w’ear the crown 
by me. Th'ou findcst what thou seekest, and hast it 
dail}' to thy rew'ard.” 

“I will earn my wages as I have done heretofore. 
The work that I can do for Hartmut’s men and 
Gerlint's women I will do gladly, since God hath 
forgotten me. I am beset with many woes." 

They essayed it further, and bade fair.Ortrun to 
the court, that she and her maidens might bring 
poor Gudrun to a better mind by gentleness. 

To her Sir Hartmut said openly, “ I wiU make thee 
ricli, my sister, if thou help me to teach Gudrun to 
forget her great wTong, and to cease from mourning 
it so bitterlJ^” 

Young Ortrun of Normandy answered him, "I and 
all tliese Uiat are witli me will ever serve her, that 
she may forget her sorrow'. I will bow my head before 
her. I and my maidens will always serve her, as we 
were her vassals.” 

WTiereupon Gudrun thanked her, sajing, " I reward 
thee with true-hearted love for thy desire to see me 
crowned by Hartmut's side, and living in honour. 
Nevertheless that I am far from home weigheth on 
my heart.” 
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HOW GUDRUN HAD TO WASH CLOTHES 

They offered Gudrun castJes and land, and wl^en 
she would have none of them, they made her wash 
daily from morning till night; by reason whereof 
Ludwig was beaten in battle when he fought nath 
Henvig. 

They bade Gudnm rise from where she sat, &nd 
go vath Ortrun to rest and drink good ^vine, but the 
homeless one said, "I rvill not be thy queen. What- 
ever be thy desire in the matter, Sir Hartmut, thou 
knowest weU that I was plighted with a binding oath 
to a king to be his %vife; and except he die, I will 
never take another knight to my husband.” 

"Thy yearning vnU avaR thee, little,” answered 
Sir Hartmut, "None shall part us save death. Abide 
as a friend by my sister; she wU lighten thy sorrow. 
I can trust her for that.” 

Hartmut thought that her steadfast sorrow would 
be eased, if his sister shared rvith her all that she bad. 
They both hoped that they might win her yet. 

Gudrun greeted them that served her, and her face 
was soon rosy-red with wine and with meat, of which 
she had plenty. Ortrun sat beside her. Yet when the 
king spake her fair and kindly the poor maiden was 
not \vise enough to let it atone, and to forget what 
she and her maidens had endured in a strange land. 

She avenged her wrong on Hartmut with hard 
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word?, till he was wcarj% and said, "Princess Gudrun, 
I am at least tlic equal of Prince Henvig, that thou 
didst think it an honour to take to thy friend. Thou 
chidcst me too often and loo bitterly. If thou gavest 
over it were well for us both. I am gricvwl beyond 
measure when any do thee hurt, or make thee heavy 
of heart and soul. However thou hatest me I would 
gladly make thee queen." 

Whereupon Hartmut sent forth and bade hi.s men 
guard his land and honour well; for he thought to 
himself, "I am .so Intlcrly hated that I must watch 
lest evil befall me.” 

Tlicn wicked Gerlint bade Gudrun wait upon her, 
and seldom let her rest on a scat. She that should 
have been sought for among kings' children, wa-s 
found here among the lowest. 

The old shc-wolf said to her grimly, " I will have 
Hilda's daughter to my servant. Since she is so 
steadfast in hate, she .shall serve me as she never 
did afore.” 

"All that I can do with my will and with my hands, 
night and day, I will do diligentlj'," the maiden 
answered, "since cruel fate suffereth me not to be 
with my friends." 

"'Hiou -shalt carry do%vn my clothes daily to the 
beach," said wicked Gerlint, "and shalt wash them 
for me and my folk, taking heed not to be found a 
moment idle." 

"Great wife of a king,” Gudrun answered, "let 
someone teach my body skill to wash thy clothes. 
Since I may not have joy, I would have thee use me 
still worse. If I must wash, let them show me the 
way. I esteem myself not too mighty to do it, since 
I may cam my bread thereby. I will refuse my 
scrv'icc to none.” 
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Gudnjn was ver}' wise. 

So she bade a washerwoman, tiiat was to teach her, 
carry the clothes down to the shore, and now she 
began, for the first time, to serve in bitter sorrow. 
Tliere was none to hinder when Gcrlint tormented 
high-born Gudrun. They taught her before Ludwig’s 
castle, and she toiled so well for the heroes that none 
could wash clothes better in Normand}'. 

Her maidens had never been so downcast as when 
they saw her working on the shore. There was one 
among them that was also a king’s daughter. What 
the rest mourned for was but as wind compared 
witli her wrong. ,It grieved them all bitterly when 
they beheld their royal mistress washing on the 
beacli. 

Then said the damsel Hildeburg ivith true heart, 
"Well may they rue it that came hither with Gudrun 
to this land. To God be their cry. They need not look 
for rest, since she herself standeth washing on the 
shore." 

Gcrlint heard her, and said angrily, "If thou 
w'ouldst not have thy mistress do this work, thou 
mayest serve in her stead." 

"I would gladly do it, if I durst," answered Hilde- 
burg. " For tire sake of Almighty God, Queen Gerlint, 
leave her not alone. She is a king's daughter. Jly 
father also wore a cro-wn. I will hold to my word; 
let me wash beside her for good or ill. I pity her sore 
because of the high honour that God gave her, albeit 
I myself am in evil case. The om’ghtiest kings of old 
were her fathers. Unseemly is her service here, yet 
I will account it no hardship to be beside her." 

"JIany a time shalt thou suffer for this,” cried 
rvicked Gerlint. "However hard the Nvinter, thou 
shalt out on the snow, and wash the clothes in the 
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cold wind, till thou wouldst gladly be found in the 
warm chamber.” 

Hildeburg could scarce wait till it was dusk. When 
she went to Gudnm in the room where she was, the 
noble maiden found some comfort, and together 
they wailed bitterly over their grievous task. 

"Deeply I mourn thy sorro%vful plight,” said 
Hildeburg weeping. "I have prayed the she-devil 
that she force thee not to wash alone on the beach. 
I will bear the burden with thee.” 

"Christ reward thee that thou sorrowest for my 
woe,” answered the homeless one. "If thou wash 
beside me it will give me some joy, and speed the 
time. We shall also be the merrier of our cheer.” 

\\^en Hildeburg had won leave to cany clothes 
down to the shore with the joy-bereaved one in 
her misery, whatever the others did, these two 
must wash ■without cease. When the other maidens 
had the time, they wept bitterly to see them stand- 
ing and washing on the beach. Sore they grieved, 
although none in the world had a harder lot thjui 
they themselves. 

For five and a half years — I say sooth — they must 
wash and make white the raiment of Hartmut’s 
warriors. Never were women worse bested. They 
stood before the castle in miserable case. 
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HOW JIII-DA Sr-ST AK AIJMV AITTR HER DAUGHTirR 

Now k't ««, turn from this matter of how they scr\'cd 
the iiic-n and the women tiiere. 

All the^e years Queen Hilda had pondered how 
she mif'ht win bad: her dear daughter from Nor- 
mandy. She had built seven strong and good vessels 
and twenty frciglit ships, good and rich, well equipped 
'vith all they had need of. She had forty galley.s on 
the water, that were the delight of her eye, and she 
waited for tlic army she was to send. She had gotten 
the food for it where she could, and her knights she 
rewarded on such wise that all must praise her. 

At last the time drew nigh when they purposed, 
without tany-ing longer, to cross the sea after her 
that endured bitter woe in a strange land. So fair 
Hilda bade her envoi's be well furnished with raiment. 
It was Christmfptide, and she named the day to tliem 
that were to avenge HeteTs death. She sent word to 
all her friends <^d vassals, that they should bring 
back her dear dawghter from Normand}’. 

She dispatched Iter envoys to Herwig first, to mind 
nim how he and hiU nicn had swom to make war on 
them that had lefr many a noble orphan among 
the Hcgelings. \ 

So tliey spurred infto Herwig’s country', that knew 
^ 134 
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well why they were come, and went towards them 
with a friendlj' greeting, when they gave him 
Hilda’s message. 

"Tliou knowest well, O King, how the matter 
standeth, and what was sworn in the Hegeling land. 
Queen Hilda troweth thee readier thereto than any 
other, for none hath more cause to pity Gudrun 
among strangers.” 

“I know how it standeth,” answered the noble 
knight: "how wickedly Hartmut took my dear one 
captive, because she would none of liim, and chose 
me for her friend, and how, by reason thereof, she 
lost her father Hetcl. Commend my service to Hilda, 
good envoys. I mil never forgive Hartmut that he 
hath held my betrothed so long in bondage. I, more 
than any, long for this work. Tell her and her knights 
that six-and-twenty da}^ after Christmas I will ride 
to the Hegelings vith three thousand men.” 

So Hilda's envoys tarried there no longer, but went 
their way. 

Tliereupon Herw’ig, intent on battle, made ready 
with them that had often done valiantly aforetime. 
He equipped for tlic journey all that were minded 
to follow him and fight beside him in the cruel 
midmnter. 

Fair Hilda needed help and sent word to her 
friends in Denmark, praying them to ride to Nor- 
mandy after Gudrun, and to tarry no longer. She 
bade Horant remember that he and his men were 
of the king’s kin, and prayed him to have pit}' on 
her dear daughter, that would sooner perish than He 
in Hartmut’s arms. 

"TeU Queen Hilda,” answered the bold knight, 
"that .1 will make it good with many a woman’s 
tears. I and aU my knights will go to her gladly. 
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Many a mother’s child will yet be heard weeping 
in tliat land. And tell the queen, further, that I will 
come to her shortly, and that I have so good a heart 
to this war that I 'wiU bring ten thousand of my 
knights from Denmark." 

The envoys took their leave then and went to the 
march of Waleis, where they found Morunc, the 
mighty margrave, with his men, that saw them 
gladly and received them right graciously. 

Said Sir Irolt, "Since I am desired to ride to the 
Hegelings in seven weeks with as many knights as 
I can bring, I wiU do it readily, no matter how it fall 
out for me and my warriors.” 

Then Morunc sent word to the valiant men of the 
Holstein land, that Hilda had summoned her friends 
to go to war. And when they told the news to bold 
Frute of Denmark the good knight answered, “ I ^^’ill 
gladly go to win back Gudrun. It is thirteen years 
since we sware to go against the Normans, and 
Hartmut’s friends sailed away from us \vifh the 
maiden.” 

Wate, the knight of Sturmland, was willing also, 
and brought help. Although the envoys of the queen 
of the Hegelings brought him no message, he made 
all haste to bring together as many knights as he 
could. 

So they all bestirred them for the journey. Wate of 
Sturmland was soon ready \vith his vassals and 
kinsmen, to the number of full a thousand warriors, 
to go against Hartmut of Normandy. 

The homeless maidens were ill-cared for by Gerlint, 
save Hergart (one of them was thus named) that loved 
the king’s cupbearer, and desired to become a great 
duchess. 

Hilda’s child often wept by reason thereof, and 
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the maid herself paid dear for it thereafter, that 
she would not endure their hardship with them; but 
for what befell her then Gudrun cared little. 

The Hegeling folk were not idle, as I have said. 
Yet the work went not rightly forward till the 
knights agreed to send for Gudrun’s brother. 

The envoys rode in haste to Ortland, where they 
found the youth on the plain by a broad river rich 
in birds. The king hawked there skilfully with his 
falconer. 

He saw the envoys spurring towards him, and 
said straightway, "Valiant knights, yonder come 
folk riding that Hilda my mother hath sent. She 
thinketh we have forgotten the war that was sworn.” 

He let the falcons fly away, and rode swiftly where 
he heard news or long that made him heavy of his 
cheer. He greeted the envoys, that delayed not to 
tell him that Hilda was found always weeping. 

Tliey commended to him her true and loving 
service, and asked his mind, and whether he would 
bring his knights to her help, for tliey purposed 
going from the Hegehng land against the Normans. 

"Thou sayest rightly,” answered Sir Ortwin. 
"I will bring a great host of good warriors, to the 
number of twenty thousand men. I will lead them 
thither, though not one of them win back abve.” 

Then they that Queen Hilda had summoned were 
seen riding into the country from all quarters. They 
made haste to serve her, as befitted their honour. 
They that flocked to her were sixty thousand or more. 

Morunc of Waleis had sixty staunch and goodly 
ships on the water, and came with as many men as 
these would carry across the sea to tlie Hegehngs, to 
bring back Gudrun. 

From Nortland, also, they brought rich vessels. 
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All was in battle trim — their horses, their raiment, 
their helmets and their swords; they drew nigh in 
knightly array. 

They reckoned by the shields how many were come 
to help fair Hilda to bring her noble daughter back 
from Normandy, and found them seventy thousand. 
To these Queen Hilda gave costly gifts. 

The joyless woman failed not to meet and to wel- 
come, one by one, both them that were already there, 
and them that still came, and gave to tlie chosen 
knights many wonderful garments. 

Her ships were so fuUy equipped that the valiant 
guests had been able to start any morning; yet the}' 
would not go till there was no lack therein at all. 

Hilda bade the w'eapons be carried on board, and 
the good helmets, inlaid \vith steel. She gave the 
knights, beyond what they had, white coats of mail 
for five hundred men. 

Their- cables were of strong and goodly silk, and 
very rich were the sails wherewith the warriors that 
sought to bring back Gudrun to Queen Hilda crossed 
the sea to Normandy from the Hegeling land. Their 
anchors w'ere not of iron, but of bell-metal, so they 
teU us, and bound with Spanish brass, that the 
magnetic rocks might not imperil the goodly heroes. 

Fair Hilda gave bracelets freely to Wate and his 
men, that paid her by the death of many w'arriors, 
when they brought back the lovely maiden from 
Hartmut’s castle. 

Then the queen began to exhort the Danes: "For 
what ye have done before in grim battle ye shall be 
rewarded with honour. Follow my standard-bearer 
and he will lead you aright.” 

They asked who this was, and she told them, 
"Horant, the knight of Denmark, whose mother was 
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great Hetel’s sister. Ye shall trust to him, nor swerve 
from him in the fight. Neither forget, 0 valiant 
heroes, my dear son, for \wth his twenty years he 
hath hardly gro\vn to be a man yet. If he come in 
danger through any, help him thence.” 

They aU gave their word to do this, were they 
at hand, and promised that, if he followed them, he 
would win scatheless home again; whicli it angered 
not young Ortwin to hear. 

The marvel of all they brought and carried to the 
ships none could tell you to tlie end. Then they took 
their leave, that they might wan to their work, and 
beautiful Hilda prayed all-powerful Christ in Heaven 
to go before them. The fathers of many of them had 
been slain, and the true-hearted orphans would not 
suffer their vTong. Women enow among the Hege- 
lings wept, knowing not whether God would ever 
restore their dear children. 

But they could not endure so much weeping, nor 
would they let the folk wail any longer. They departed 
with sounds of joy, and with the noise of trumpets, 
and the good knights were heard singing as they 
went down to the ships. 

\\dien they had taken their leave and begun their 
journey, many women were seen standing in the 
windows, that followed them as far as they could 
with their eyes from the castle at Matelane. 

Their masts creaked, and a favouring wind arose. 
The sails filled, and many a mother’s son joume 3 'ed 
in the hope to win honour; and honour enow came 
to his hand, but to attain thereto he must needs 
labour sore. 

I know not in sooth all that happened by the 
voyage, save that the King of Karade sailed thither, 
and met them wth his men. He brought with him 
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full ten thousand warriors, famed throughout their 
country. 

On the Wiilpensand, where the battle was fought 
aforetime, they resolved to hold a meeting of the, 
folk of every land. The cloister there A^'as rich, for 
old and young gave their wealth to it. 

They that went ashore from tlic harbour came 
back so sorrowful from the graves of their fathers 
that it was the worse for them that had slain them 
in battle. 

They welcomed the King of the Noors, who brought 
four-and-twenty vessels full of folk, and meats also 
in such plerity that they had not lacked in twenty 
years. Diey were fain to work woe to the Normans. 

So they sailed thence on their ships as best they 
could, but fared ill afterrvards on the wide waters. 
\Vhat availed it then that old Watc and Frute of 
Denmark vrere their guides? 

There came a south wind that drove the noble 
company out to the open sea, that with a thousand 
anchor ropes they had not found the bottom. Right 
heavy were they of their cheer, and the best mariners 
began to weep. Hilda’s host lay before the hill of 
Givers. Albeit their anchors were stout, magnetic 
rocks had drawn them thither across the dark ocean, 
and all their good masts were bowed. 

Yhen they wept piteously old \Yatc said, "Cast 
anchor in the bottomless waves. I have heard tell 
of many a place where I would sooner be than here, 
but since the queen’s army hath drifted hither, and 
we be come so far on the dark water, I will tell you, 
for your comfort, how, from a child, I have heard 
this fable of the sea: that inside the mountain of 
Givers was a mighty kingdom. So rich was their 
country that, where the rivers were lost in the -waves, 
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the sand was of silver, wherev\ith they builded their 
castles; and the stones were of the purest gold. Certes, 
the folk there were not poor. 

“More I have heard (for God worketh many 
wonders) : how that, if the magnetic rocks draw any 
to the mountain, and he can rvait till the wind chang- 
eth, he and all his kin will be rich for evermore. Let 
us eat now, and perchance all \vill go well with us, 
and we shall fill our good ships full of precious stones, 
that, if we return theremth to our country, we may 
sit merrily at home.” 

But Frute of Denmark answered, " Sooner than lie 
miserably becalmed here with my fellow voyagers 
I would swear wth a thousand oaths never to win 
wealth, might I escape from before this mountain 
TOth a good wind.” 

The Christians among them said their prayers; 
but when the vessel had stood last there in one spot 
four days and more, the Hegelings feared greatly 
that they would never rvin thence. 

Then the clouds lightened as God had ordained, 
and the waves fell, and they were delivered from their 
peril. Through the great darkness they saw the sun; 
a west wind arose, and their travail was ended. 

The wnd blew them swiftty six-and-twenty miles 
away from the mountain of Givers; wherein the 
hand and the mercy of God were plainly seen. To 
the magnetic rocks Wate and his men were come all 
too nigh. They were now on the free-flowing waves, 
and had not suffered for their sins, wherefore the3' 
forgot a great part of their heaviness, for God had 
not punished them. 

The ship had run straight to Normandy, and a new 
peril beset them, for the walls of the vessels cracked, 
and the ships tossed violent!}'' on the fierce waves. 
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Tlien said Sir Ortwin, “Wc buj' our honour dear." 

"Alack! Alack!" cried a mariner. "It were better 
to have lain dead before the mountain of Givers 
than to endure such woe! Who can save his life when 
God hatli forgotten him? 0 valiant knights, the sea 
doth naught but rage and storm." 

But bold Horant of Denmark cried, "Be of good 
cheer, ye warriors, for I know of a surety that this 
is a west wind and will hurt none.” 

The King of Karade and Ids men were joyful at 
the news. 

Bold Horant climbed to the mast-head and saw 
many waves. He cast his eyes far round on all sides 
and said, "Wc may take our case, for we arc close 
to Normandy." 

So they bade all the host reef their sails. Tliey saw 
before them a mountain in the sea, and on it a great 
forest, for which Watc counselled his men to steer. 


coup-' 
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HOW THEY CAME INTO THE HARBOUR AND REACHED 
NORMANDY 

They sailed along below the mountain to this wood, 
moving warily, as they needs must, and dropped 
their anchors quickly to the bottom. They lay in a 
solitary place, that none might discover them. 

Then they went ashore from the ships to rest. Ha, 
what things they found there! — cool fresh streams 
that flowed from the hill through the fir-wood, whereat 
the ocean-weary men rejoiced. 

At the spot where the folk were to lie at ease, 
knight Irolt climbed up an exceeding high tree, and 
spying eagerly whither they should go, beheld the 
land of Normandy. 

"Now rejoice, ye youths,” he cried; "my cares 
are vanished, for I see full seven rich palaces, and a 
hall long and large. To-morrow, or mid-day, we shall 
be in Normandy." 

"Then let us carry ashore our swords and shields 
and harness,” said rvise Wate. "Or, if ye yourselves 
would rest, bid the squires do it. Let the horses be 
ridden, lest they be stiff with standing, and cause 
the straps of your harness and your helmets to be 
seen to. If there be any among you rvith harness that 
suiteth him not, let him come to me. Queen Hilda hath 
sent five hundred coats of mail hitlier with us, and 
these we rvill give to the kinsmen of good warriors.” 
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So they brought the horses straightway on to the 
sand, and the knights and squires fitted on them 
whatever goodly horse-cloths and coverings they 
could find, each taking the one he deemed best. Then 
they bade the horses be put to the gallop, far up 
and do\vn the shore, and they found many that were 
stiff, and could not leap. Tlieso had stood too long 
in the boats, and Wate gave order that they should 
straightway be killed. 

Tlie homeless strangers kindled their fires and 
made ready rich and good meats — the best that 
could be found by the shore — for they knew it would 
be long or they enjoyed ease again. And after this 
they rested the night through till the next day. 

^ Tlien VVate and Frute went apart with the young 
king on tlie beach, and they took counsel together 
how to be revenged there, in their own country, on 
that had destroyed their castles. 

"■'■'Zd't us dispatch envoys,” said Orhvin, "to wn 
news of my'A'ster and the homeless ones, if haply the 
maidens still live. My heart is often heavy when I 
taink on them.” 

Tliey cast about in their minds for a messenger 
hat would bring them a true import of how it fared 
vith the damsels, and that wouJ^also have the skill 
to hide the purpose of his questioning from the foe. 

Then said Sir Ortwin of Ortland, that was a valiant 
kmight, "I will be the envoy. Gudrun is my sister 
by the same father and mother. None inVhis company 
is so fit an envoy as I." \ 

"And I will be the other/’ cried Kingv^env-ig, 
"and wll live or die by thee. If the maid thy 
sister, to me she was given to wfc, and every day of 
my life I will serve her." \ 

But Wate answered WTathfuUy, "Tliat werS^a 



THEY REACH NORMANDY 145 

childish device, chosen knights; with true heart I 
counsel you to forgo it. Scorn not my warning, for, 
if Hartmut discover you, he will have you hanged 
on a gallows.” 

" Go it well or ill with us," said King Herwig, " I 
and Ortwin, ray kinsman, utU not give over till we 
have found Gudrun, befall us what utU, since it is 
meet that friend stand by friend.” 

Seeing that naught would serv'e them but to go as 
envoys, they summoned their kinsmen and vassals, 
and exhorted them nevermore to forget the fealt}' 
they had sworn with their holiest oaths towards both 
tlie bold knights. 

“I charge you by your honour that ye free us 
with your wealth, grieving not to sell land and castles 
to that end, if we be discovered and taken captive. 
And mark, good warriors, what we tell you further. 
If they grudge us our lives, or we be slain, forget 
not, as dauntless heroes, to avenge your loss wth 
swords in Hartmut’s land. And more than this we 
beseech of you; that, whatever tlie cost, ye cease not 
from battle, till ye have saved the homdess women, 
for all their hope is in you.” 

The noblest among them promised the princes, 
and gave their hand on it, that they would never 
care to see their own country again, if they brought 
not the homeless maidens back with them out of 
Normandy. They that were true wept because they 
might not send some other envoys, for greatly they 
feared Ludwig’s hate, and they all thought, "Now 
none can hinder thdr death.” 

They had debated on this matter all the day, and 
the light of the sun lay hidden bdiind clouds far 
off in Gulstrat. Wlierefore Ortwin and Sir Herwig 
must tarry there for that night. 
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HOW GUDRUH HEARD OF THEIR COMING 


Now keep we silent concerning tlie knights, and I will 
tell you how they tliat had a right to joy must needs 
toil in a foreign land. All day long Gudrun and 
Hildeburg stood on the shore washing. 

It fell in a season of fast, about mid-day, that a 
bird swam towards them, and Gudrun, the noble 
maiden, said, "Alack, beautiful bird, I pity thee, that 
thou must float so long on these waves.” 

Whereupon God’s high angel began to answer hef 
with a human voice, as it had been a man: “I am a 


messenger to thee from God, and if thou ask me, 
royal maiden, I will tell thee concerning all thy 
kinsmen.” 

When the damsel heard this, she would not beueyO 
that a wild bird could speak; she heard his voiq^ 
like as it came out of a man’s mouth. 1 

Then said the high angel, "Be of good hope, 
maiden, for great joy shall befall thee. If ftog 
question me concerning the land of thy kindred, S 
will be thy envoy, for God hath sent me hither to 
comfort thee.” | 

Gudrun fell down on the sands, as she had said 
her vem'a to God with her arms outstretched in the 


form of a cross. 
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Tlien she cried to Hildcburg, "Blessed are we in 
that God hath voudisafed us this honour. Now shall 
we sorrow no more. 

"Since Christ hath sent thee to comfort us tliat 
be strangers in tliis land,” said the God-forsaken one, 
"tell me, good envoy, whether Hilda yet liveth that 
was the mother of poor Gudrun." 

"I vill tell thee," answered the heavenly messenger. 
"I saw Hilda thy mother whole and well, what time 
she dispatclied hither the greatest host that \vidow 
or kinsman ever sent forth for the sake of a dear 
friend." 

"Envoy most high,” said the royal maiden, "be 
not WToth if I ask thee further. Liveth Ortwin, the 
King of Ortland: and likewise Her%vig, my dear one? 
For this I would gladly Icam." 

"I will inform thee concerning them,” the angel 
answered. "Ortwin and Herarig are alive. I saw them 
on the face of the waters, where the valiant knights 
pulled each at an oar.” 

"Tell me also, heavenly envoy,” she said, "if 
Irolt and Morunc come hither; that I would fain 
know, for they were the kinsmen of my father Hetel.” 

Tlic messenger answered, "Of that I can assure 
thee. I have seen Irolt and Morunc, that serve you 
both, O fair women! witli good will. Win they to this 
land, they wall cleave many helmets.” 

Said the high angel then, " I must away, for T have 
much to do. God guard your honour. To say more 
goeth beyond mine instructions.” 

He vanished from before their eyes, whereat the 
damsels wept bitterly. 

Hilda’s daughter said, "I must grieve beyond 
measure that what I would have asked is hidden from 
me. I pray thee for Christ’s sake to deliver me, the 
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unhappy daughter of a king, of my woe or thou 
leave me.” 

He swayed to and fro before her eyes, and said 
again, "Or thou and I part I ^viU gladly seiwe thee 
wherein I can. Since thou hast asked it for Christ’s 
sake. I wall give thee news of all thy kinsmen.” 

"If thou hast heard aught thereof, I would gladly 
learn whether Horant of Denmark cometh with his 
knights, that left me in woeful case. Him I know for 
so valiant a man that he might well save me, rvretched 
maiden that I am.” 

"Horant of Denmark, thy kinsman, cometh with 
his warriors to wage grim war. Hilda’s banner he 
will bear in his hand, when the Hegelings come into 
Hartmut’s country." 

Gudrun asked further, "Canst thou tell me il 
Wate of Sturmland yet liveth, I were little loath 
to hear it; and to see old Frute by my mother’s 
standard would rejoice us aU.” 

The angel answered, "Wate ol Stamdand cometh; 
he hath in his hand a strong oar in a boat beside 
Frjte. Better friends in battle need none desire.” 

Thereupon the angel made as to depart, but the 
God-forsaken one said, “I am still troubled, and 
would fain know when I, a poor homeless one, shah 
see the envoys of Hilda, my mother.” 

"Thy joy draweth nigh,” answered the angel, 
“To-morrow early two envoys rvill come to thee. 
They are so trusty that they will not deceive thee, 
nor bring thee any lying news.” 

Thereupon the heavenly messenger left them, and 
the homeless women questioned no more. Both 
glad and son'owful were their thoughts, for they 
knew not where the brave men were that should 
deliver them. 
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So it fell tliat they washed tlie clothes that day so 
much the slower, and spake of the heroes that great 
Hilda had sent from the Hcgclings; nith doubt 
and longing the maidens awaited Gudrun’s kinsmen. 

The light was gone, and the desolate ones must 
needs home; whereupon wicked Gerlint was UTOth, 
and upbraided them, as was her wont with the 
high-bom damsels. 

She said to them, "Wlio counselled you to wash 
the linen and the other raiment so slow? Ye linger 
too long over the cleaning of my while silk, and if ye 
mend not 3 'our ways, I trow there be some that will 
weep for it.” 

Hildeburg answered, "We do the best wo can, and, 
0 Queen, thou didst well to show some pitj', for 
often we freeze bitterly; were the winds w-armcr 
w'c could wash more." 

But Gerlint cried angrily, "Ye shall not loiter for 
any weather, but shall wash mj' linen early and 
late. So soon as morning appeareth ye shall fortli 
from my chambers. Ye have heard how that a high- 
tide draweth near. Palm Simday is nigh, and there 
come to us guests, and if ye give not my knights their 
clothing clean, never in king’s palace nor in the 
whole world will washerwomen be in worse case.” 

So the}' went forth from her presence and laid 
from them the wet garments tliat they had on. 
They should have been better entreated, but no love 
was shown to them any more. Well might thej' 
sorrow, for their food was rye bread and water. 

The wretched maidens lay down to sleep. Their 
bed was not soft; two black shifts was all they had 
on ; on such wise wicked Gerlint cared for them. She 
let them lie without kisses on hard boards. 

Uneasily lay poor Gudrun; they could scarce wait 
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for the dawTi, and slept the less, I ween, for wondering 
whether the bird would bring good warriors into 
the land. 

When the day brake, noble Hildeburg of Galicia, 
that had tossed all the night, went to a wndow and 
saw that snow was faUen, whereat the wretched 
maidens were heavy of their cheer. 

The homeless one said, “We must go now to out 
work, and if we stand washing barefoot to-day by 
such weather, if God help us not, we may well bo 
found dead before night." 

Yet they rejoiced in the hope that on some wise 
or other they would see Hilda's messengers before 
evening; and when they thought on them that 
brought them solace and gladness, they were less 
heavy-hearted. 

Said Hilda's daughter, " Friend, thou must entreat 
wicked Gerlint that she allow us to wear shoes in 
tlie snow; she can see for herself that if we go barefoot 
we must freeze to death." 

They went to the king and his \vife. Wicked Gerlint 
lay with her arm round Ludwig, and they were botli 
asleep. They durst not wake tliem, whereat Gudrun 
was sorrowful. 

But in her sleep Gerlint heard them stand wailing, 
and began to scold them saying, "Tell me why ye 
go not down to the beach to wash my clothes, that 
the water ye wring from them be clean." 

"I know not how to win there," answered the 
homeless one. "A heavy snow hath fallen through 
the night, and except thou liinder it, we must die 
this day, if we have not shoes on our feet." 

But the she-wolf cried, “Nay, certes; fair or foul, 
ye shall forth and wash hard, else tvill I make it the 
worse for you. What is your death to me?" Wiereat 



GUDRUN HEARS OF THEM 151 

both the maidens wept, and took the clothes, and 
went their way. 

"God grant that I may yet remind thee of this,” 
cried Gudrun. 

, They ran through the snow with their bare feet. 
Bitter to the noble maidens was their exile. They 
went on to the sand, as they were wont, and washed 
the garments that they had carried down there. Little 
profit had they as yet of their high hopes. 

Many a time they looked longingly out over the 
sea, marvelling whence the good envoys would come, 
that the great queen had sent to their help from 
the land of Gudrun’s father. 
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HOW ORT\WK AND HERWIG ARimTiD 

When they had looked for a long time they saw two 
men in a boat on the waves, and none beside. 

Then Hildeburg said to high-bom Gudmn, “I see 
two men sailing yonder that might be thy envoys." 

But the sorrowdtil one answered, “Woe is me, 
'.wetched maiden that I am! My sorrow and my 303' 
are alike deep. If they be Hilda’s messengers and 
find me wash^g here on the beach, I could never 
endure the shame. I am a poor God-forsaken one, 
and know not what to do. Counsel me, dear friend 
Hildeburg. Shall I flee, or let them find me thus 
abased? I were liefer a servant evermore." 

“Thou seest well how the thing standeth,” ansn’ered 
Hildeburg, "nor shouldst bid me coimsel thee on so 
high a matter. I will do whatsoever thou doest, and 
share both evil and good v.ith thee.” 

At this they both turned and went away. But the 
two men were come so nigh that they saw the fair 
washenvomen on the shore, and perceived plainlv’ 
that they ran from their clothes. 

They sprang out of the boat and called after them, 
“MTiy run ye so? Ye must see that we he strangers, 
and that, if ye depart, ye may lose your rich and 
fine linen." 

But they made as they bad heard it not, albeit the 
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voice had reached their ears. Sir Hervvig spake too 
loud’ for he knew not that he stood so nigh to his 
dear one. 

"Tell us, whose be these clothes, lovely damsels,” 
said the Prince of Sweden. "We pray you in good 
faith, and by the honour of all maidens to come 
back to the beach.” 

"I were shamed if I answered not, since thou hast 
sworn by the honour of all maidens,” said Gudrun, 
"A maid am I, and it shall advantage thee, even 
though I weep for it later.” 

They went back in their wet shifts. In better case 
were the noble maidens aforetime, but now, poor 
serving-women, they shivered with the cold, for little 
was their cost to them that kept them, and, certes, 
the March wind hurt them sore. 

It fell in the season when the \vinter is over, and . 
after the March days the birds begin to vie again 
with each other in the singing of songs. The poor 
maidens were found in snow and ice. 

The knights saw them approach \vith streaming 
hair liifBed by the March rvind, albeit both their 
heads were comely. In pitiful plight were the high- 
born maidens, whether it rained or snowed. The sea 
was all covered wth loose ice, and great was their 
misery. Their fair bodies shone snow-white through 
their shifts, and they were sore troubled because 
of the strangers. 

Noble Herwig bade the homeless maidens good 
morrow, that had much need of a kind greeting, for 
their mistress was scarce human, and " Good morrow ” 
or- "Good even” was welcome to them. 

"TeU us,” said Ortwin, "whose be the rich gar- 
ments on the sand, and for whom ye wash. Ye 
are both so fair that I would hear the name of him 
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that doeth you such %vrong. May God have him in 
derision! So right beautiful are ye that ye might wear 
crowns. If it suited with your birth, ye might rule 
lands with great honour. Hath he that ye do this 
base service for more washer^vomen as fair? ” 

Whereto the fair damsel answered sorrowfully, 
"He hath many fairer. Now ask what ye ^vill. We 
have a mistress that will make us pay dear, if she see 
from the battlements that we talk with you.” 

"Let it not irk you to take our gold. Four good 
bracelets shall be your meed (and gladly we give 
it) if, nothing loath, ye answer the questions we 
would ask.” 

" God guard to you your bracelets,” answered the 
maiden. "We will take no reward. Ask what ye will, 
for we must away. Were we seen \vith you, I w'ere 
grieved from my heart.” 

"^Vhose is this heritage, and the great land with 
the goodly castles? What is the name of him that 
setteth thee to this base ofSce? If he desire honour, 
none will approve him.” 

“One of the princes that rule over this wide land 
and the strong and goodly castles is called Hartmut,” 
she answered. "The other is Ludwig of Normandy, 
and many heroes serve him. They dwell here in 
high esteem.” 

"We would gladly see them,” said Ortwin. "Can 
ye tell us, fair maidens, how to find both the kings 
in their country? We have been sent to them. Yea, 
we are from the court of a king.” 

High-bom Gudrun answered the knights, "I left 
them early this morning abed in the castle, \vith four 
thousand men at the least. I know not whether they 
have ridden forth since then.” 

Said Sir Herwig, "Canst thou tell us of whom the 
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bold men stand in such dread, that they have so 
ma:iy knights always by them? Had I that number 
in my castle, I trow I could conquer a king’s land." 

"We know naught of tliat, nor in what quarter 
the princes’ realm lieth," said the maiden. "But 
there is a far-off country called the land of tlie 
Hegclings: them tliey have in fear evermore, lest 
there come thence an army of grim foemen.” 

The lovely damsels shivered with the cold, and 
Prince Henrig said, "If ye fair ones deemed it not a 
shame, haply ye might wear our cloaks here on 
the beach.” 

But Hilda’s daughter answered, "God guard to 
you both your mantles. Never shall any eye behold 
a man’s raiment on my body." 

Had they known it, worse had oft befallen them. 

Hcrwig looked at the maiden many times. She 
seemed so beautiful to him and so goodly that he 
sighed from his heart. He deemed her hke one that 
he often thought on with love. 

Then Orhvin, King of Ortland, said, "I would ask 
you both if ye know aught of a company of court 
maidens that came to this land. One among them 
was called Gudrun.” 

"Yea, I know that such a company came hither 
long ago. After a great war they were brought here 
in piteous case. Them that ye look for I have seen 
in sore trouble. This is sootli that I say." 

She that spake was one of tlicm that Hartmut 
had carried off — even Gudrun herself, wherefore she 
minded the story the better. 

Then said Prince Henvig, "Behold now. Sir 
Ortwin, if thy sister yet live in any land on the earth, 
this is she. I never saw one so hke her.” 

But King Ortwin answered, "She is right goodly. 
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yet she resembleth not my sister. I mind well how, 
when we were both young, so fair a maiden none could 
find in all the world.” 

VTien she heard that the name of the bold warrior 
\^'as Ortwin, poor Gudrun looked at him again. She 
had gladly knouTi if it was her brother, for so had her 
sorrow been ended. 

"WTiatsoever thy name be, thou art a praiseworthy 
knight. I know one like to thee called Herwig, that 
was from Zealand. Lived the hero still he would loose 
us from our cruel bondage. I am one of them that 
Hartmut's host took in battle and brought captive 
across the sea. Ye seek Gudrun, but ye do it vainly, 
for the Hegeling maid died in misery." 

At this the bright eyes of Ortwin dropped tears, 
nor could Henrig forbear to weep. When she told 
them that beautiful Gudrun was dead, the heroes 
were doleful of their cheer. 

YTien she saw them both w'eeping before her, the 
homeless one said, "Ye do on such wise, good knights, 
and have the air, as Gudrun had been one of your Idn.” 

"I will sorrow' for her to my life’s end,” answered 
Prince Henvig. “The maiden was my betrothed wife, 
and plighted to me by a solemn vow. I lost her later 
through old LudAvig’s de\ices.” 

"Ye would deceive me,” said the poor maiden. . 
"I have often heard of Her\\ig’s death. A whole 
world’s bliss did I win were he an)m’here alive; but, 
lived he, he had surely borne me hence.” 

She looked at his hand and saw a ring on it, in the 
gold w'hereof w'as set a jewel of Abalie, the fairest 
she had ever seen on earth, and that she had aforetime 
worn on her finger. 

The maiden laughed for joy, and said, “I know’ 
the ring well; and once it was mine. Now shalt thou 
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behold this one that my beloved sent me, while I, 
WTetched maid that I am, still abode joyfully in my 
father’s land.” 

He looked at her hand, and when he saw the gold 
he said to Gudrun, "Thou comest of none but a royal 
father, and now, after long sorrow, I have seen my 
delight and my bhss." 

■ He put his arms round the royal maiden. .They 
were both glad and heavy at the news. He kissed the 
high princess, I know not how often, and also Hilde- 
burg, the fair and forlorn one. 

Then Ortrvin began to ask a thing which irked them 
sore: if they could serve in no other fashion than to 
wash clothes on the beach. 

"Tell me, my sister,” he said, "where be the 
children thou hast borne to Hartmut, that they leave 
thee to wash alone on the shore. If thou be queen, 

. it profits thee little." 

But she answered him weeping, "How should I 
bring my children hither? All that dwell by Hartmut 
know that he could never move me to love him. It 
is for that I am forced to this toil.” 

"Then I hold that our journey could not have 
prospered better,” cried Sir Herwig. "Let us cany 
them from this stronghold rvith ah speed.” 

But Sir Ortwin said, "I trow that cannot be. 
Had I an hundred sisters I had liefer let them aU die 
than hide me in a strange land, and steal from my 
grim foemen what they took from me in battle." 

The knight of Zealand answered, "I fear greatly 
that, if tlrey discover us, they will cany off the 
maidens so far that they will let us no more behold 
them with our eyes. Wherefore let us deal secretly 
in this matter.” 

But Ortrvin cried, "How can we leave the court- 
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maidens bcliind? Tlicy have tarried so long in this 
land of stningers that fltey ma}* veil bo weary. 'Die 
attendants of my sister Gudrun shall all have part 
in her good fortune," 

"\Mierc are thy senses?" said Sir Ilcrwig. “I will 
carry off my tkar one, and afterwards we will do what 
we may for the damsels." 

But Ortwin cried, "Liefer were I hewn with 
swords." 

Thereupon the sorrowful maiden said, "What have 
I done to thee, dear brother Ortwin? Tlicre is naught 
in me worthy of blame. I Jmow not, noble Prince, 
for what sin thou wouldst make me atone." 

"I do it not for hate of thee, dear sister, but that 
thy maidens may be saved the surer. I cannot bear 
thee hence with dishonour, but thou shalt yet have 
noble Heiavig, thy dear one, to thy beloved," 

nicj’ went down to the ship, and the noble maiden 
wept, saying, "Alack, woe is me! Now is my sorrow 
cntJfcss. The}’' that 1 trusted to for help anrJ dcfiv'cranco 
have scorned me. Jly joy is still far off." 

The valiant knights rowed swiftly from the shore, 
and poor Gudnin cried after Heravig, "Once I was 
the highest and now I am the lowest. To whom hast 
thou left me, or in whom shall I, a WTCtchcd orphan, 
find comfort?” 

"Thou art not the lowest, but shalt be the highest," 
answered Hciavig, "Keep thou my journey hither 
secret, noble princess. Trow me, or morning light I 
will be before these halls with eighty tliousand of 
my bold warriors.” 

The knights hasted away as quick as they could. 
I trow there was never so bitter a parting between 
friends. The maidens followed the envoys with their 
cj^es as long as they were in sight. 
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They forgot the washing, but wicked Gerlint had 
seen how they stood idle do\vn below on the sand, 
and was grimly moth, yea, sore angered, that then- 
work went not forward. 

Then said Hildeburg, the maid from Ireland, "Why 
leavest thou the clothes lying, and washest not the 
garments for Ludwig’s men? If Gerlint perceive it, 
we shall suffer as never before from her blows.” 

But Hilda’s daughter answered, "I am too high 
ever again to wash for Gerlint. Service so base were 
now a shame to me, for two kings have kissed me and 
encircled me with their arms.” 

"Take it not amiss,” said Hildeburg, "if I tell 
thee we must whiten better the apparel, that we 
bear it not so dirty back to her chamber. Else \vill 
our backs be well seen to %vith blows.” 

But the grandchild of Hagen said, "Joy draweth 
nigh me, comfort and delight. If they beat me wth 
besoms till to-morrow, I trow I shall not die. Before 
that, some of them \vill perish that do us so great 
wrong. I will cany these clothes to the water. They 
too shall profit by it that I am again as a king’s 
daughter. I Avill throw them on the waves that they 
may sail away free.” 

For all Hildeburg could say, Gudrun carried 
Gerlint’s fine linen down to the sea, and flung it 
from her hands far out on to the waves. The things 
floated to and fro for a while. Whether they were 
ever found again I know not. 

The night drew nigh and the day was done, when 
Hildeburg went heavy-laden to the castle, bearing the 
rest of the clothes and seven pieces of fine linen. But 
Orhvin’s sister walked behind her empty-handed. 
It was very late when they came to Ludwig’s castle, 
where they foimd Gerlint standing outside, that 
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waited for them, and greeted the noble washerwomen 
with angry words. 

"Vdio hath given you leave to loiter?" said the 
queen. "Both your bodies shall suffer for it, that ye 
wander so late on the shore. It is not fitting for a 
king’s wife to see you in her chamber. Tell me straight- 
way why ye have done this. Ye disdain mighty kings 
and hate them, yet gossip with low-bom knaves by 
night. It suiteth ill with honour, if ye prize it." 

"Wherefore slanderest thou me?” answered the 
high-bom maiden. "Never have I, that am forsaken 
of God, held any so dear that I would hold converse 
with him, except it were m}' kinsmen, that I have 
the right to speak with.” 

"Hold thy peace, thou wicked wench! Wouldst 
thou call me a bar? I wiU be avenged on thee this 
night on such wise that thou ^vilt voice thy anger 
less loud henceforward. Thy back shall me it or I 
give over." 

" I counsel thee to beat me no more with thy besoms, 
for I am of far higher kin than thou. Thou mayest 
yet repent thine inhuman dealing." 

But the she-wolf answered, "Where is my linen, 
that thou hast folded thy hands so idly in thy lap? 
If I live, I will teach thee to serve me better." 

"I left it lying by the water," answered Hagen’s 
grandchild. "When I woidd have carried it hither to 
court it was too heavy. I care little, by my troth, 
if thou never see it more.” 

"This shall advantage thee little,” cried the she- 
devil. "How thou shaft suffer for ft afore f sleep f” 

She bade them break rods from the hedge, and bind 
them into a besom, nor would she be turned from her 
wolfish intent. She made them tie Gudnm to a bed- 
post, and left none in the chamber beside her. She 
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would have tom the fair sldn from her bones, and the 
maidens that knew it began to weep bitterly. 

But Gudran spake craftiljr. " Let me tell thee one 
thing: if I he beaten with this besom here to-night, 
thou shalt pay for it, if ever I stand by the great king 
and wear a crown. Wherefore thou didst well to with- 
hold this chastisement. I will sooner wed him that I 
have denied, and dwell here a queen in Normandy; 
and if I become mighty, I udll do what none would 
trow of me.” 

"Then is my wrath appeased,” said Queen Gerlint, 
"If thou hadst lost a thousand pieces of my fine 
linen, I would make shift without them; and well 
shall it be for thee, if thou wed Prince Hartmut 
of Normandy." 

" I will make good the past,” answered the beautiful 
maiden, "for I cannot endure these many torments. 
Bid hither the king, and I will obey him henceforth.” 

\\fiien they heard this word they ran in haste and 
told it to valiant Hartmut. Some of his father’s men 
sat with him when there came one and summoned 
him to Gudrun. "Give me the envoy’s fee,” he said 
openly, "for fair Hilda’s daughter commendeth her 
service to thee, and biddeth thee to her chamber. 
She will shun thee no longer, but hath bethought 
her better.” 

"Thou liest in vain,” answered the noble knight. 
" Were the tidings true I would give thee for thy fee 
three goodly castles and great wealth, also sixt}' 
golden armlets; for I should live happy evermore.” 

But another of the envoys said, "I heard it like- 
wise, and will share thy gift. Tlaou art bidden to 
court; the noble maiden said that she would wed 
thee gladly, and if thou desire it, she \vill be queen 
in this land.” 

M 880 
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Hartmut thanked the messenger. How right joy- 
fully he sprang from his seat! He deemed that God 
had granted him her love, and in merry mood he 
went to the maiden’s chamber. 

The princess stood there in her wet shift, and 
greeted him with tears. She went towards him, and 
stood so nigh that he would have taken her in his arms. 

But she said, "Nay, Hartmut, do it not; for if 
the folk saw it they would blame thee. I am a poor 
washerwoman, and it might rvell dishonour thee to 
embrace me, for thou art a mighty king. How were 
it seemly for thee to hold me in thy arms? I rvill 
gladly allow it when I stand with a crown on my head 
before thy good knights. VTien I am called a queen 
thou shalt not need to shame thee, and when it is 
seemly for us both, thou shalt embrace me.’’ 

Of his great courtesy he stood back thereupon, 
and said to Gudrun, “Most beautiful maiden, since 
thou hast promised to wed me, I will richly reward 
thee. Thou shalt command me and my friends as 
thou wouldst.’’ 

The damsel answered, “Never was I more joyful 
of my cheer. If I, a poor God-forsaken one, maj" 
command, my first order after my great misery is 
this, that they bring me my maidens straightway, 
wherever they find tliem among Gerlint’s women. 
Let none of them be left in her chamber." 

“That win I do gladly," said Hartmut; and they 
brought thither many lovely damsels that came to 
the court wth unkempt hair and in wretched apparel. 
Wicked Gerlint had done foolishly. 

Three-and-sixty came where Hartmut saw them, 
and noble Gudrun said courteously, “Behold them, 
great king; deemest thou this honourable usage? 
How have the maidens been entreated?” 
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He answered, "They shall suffer it no more.” 

"For my sake, Hartmut,” the high-bom maiden 
said, "let all my damsels that have been ill-cared for 
here be bathed tliis night. Follow my counsel and see 
to it thyself, that they go in sumptuous raiment." 

Hartmut, the chosen knight, answered, “Dear 
Princess Gudrun, if any of their garments be lost 
that they brought with them, the best shall be given 
to them tliat the world holdeth anj^vhere. Gladl}' 
vdll I see them stand beside thee fitly apparelled." 

^Vhereupon they made haste with the baths, and 
many of Hartmut’s kin charged them \vith the office 
of chamberlain, and busied them in their service, 
that they might win their favour afterwards. 

So the royal maiden was delicately bathed, vitli 
her maidens, and the best raiment tliat any could 
wear was brought for them all, that the lowliest 
among them might have pleased a king. 

When they were bathed, vine was carried to them, 
than which there was none finer in Normandy, and 
goodl}’’ mead also had 'the maidens. How could 
Hartmut trow it of them that on such wse they 
would thank him? 

The fair ones sat in a hall, and Queen Gerlint 
bade her daughter Oiirun attire herself, with her 
damsels, if she would see Hilda’s daughter with 
her court maidens. 

WTiereupon noble Ortrun clad her straightway, 
and went joyfully in to Gudrun, and the grandchild 
of wild Hagen came towards her. VTien they met, 
all could see their joy and gladness. Tliey kissed one 
another under their headgear of goodly red gold 
that their colour matched for brightness, yet their 
minds were divided. Ortnm rejoiced to see the noble 
washerwoman so sumptuous!}' apparelled, but Gudrun 
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was merrjf, as we have heard, because she was so 
soon to see Jier mighty kinsmen. They sat together 
jesting. To be looked upon by them had made a 
heavy heart light. 

"Well for me," said Ortrun, “that I have lived to 
see the day whereon thou hast consented to abide 
here by Hartmut. To reward tliee for thy good will 
in this matter, thou shall have my mother Gerlint’s 
crown, that I should have worn." 

"God bless thee for this," said Gudrun. “I will 
alwaj's obey thee gladly. Often hast thou wept because 
of my heart’s sorrow, and never a day will I fail in 
true service towards thee.” 

Then she said with maidenly cunning, “It were 
well didst thou send out envoys through Normandy, 
Sir Hartmut, that, if it appear good to them, thy 
nearest kinsmen may come to court. If the land be 
at peace, I would wear the crown by thy side in the 
presence of tlry warriors, and see, from the number 
of thy kinsmen, the might of him that desireth to 
wed me. ll}-self and my dear ones I will then show 
to thy knights.” 

It was a wise thought, for all the messengers he 
could find, an hundred or more, were sent out, and 
the enemy W'as the weaker when the Hegelings came 
against Hartmut ; which rvas the intent of the maiden- 

Then said Queen Gerlint, “Dear daughter, ye must 
part, but when it is morning ye shall again discourse 
sweetly together.” Whereupon she bowed before 
Gudrun, and prayed God to have her in his keeping. 

Hartmut ^so left them, and cupbearers and. 
stewards were sent to them. These w'ere bidden see 
well tc the proud and high-bom maidens, that needed 
not to ask for service twice. The homeless ones were 
well plied wth drink and mth meat. 
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But one of the beautiful Hegeling damsels said, 
"VTien we think that w'e must tany joyless evermore 
with them that brought us hither, our hearts are 
heavy. We had never thought to do it.” She began . to 
weep before her mistress, and when they saw this, 
many of the maidens wept with her, for sorrowfully 
they remembered their woes. 

But Gudrun laughed. They deemed they must 
abide there for ever, whereas their mistress had not 
tarried there of her own will four days, and she 
laughed, till some that harkened whispered it to 
Gerlint. She that had known no joy for fourteen 
years laughed louder than beseemed her coiudeous 
breeding. 

The vricked hag heard it plain, and made a sign 
to Ludwg. She was sore troubled and went in haste 
to Hartmut and said, "My son, woe shall sureljr 
betide all the people of this land; I know not where- 
fore Gudrun, the fair princess, laugheth. However it 
hath come to pass, or on what wise soever she hath 
heard it, secret messengers are come from her friends. 
Have a care, great and noble knight, that thou lose 
not through them both hfe and honour." 

He answered, "Let the matter be. I grudge her not 
any joy she may have with her maidens. Her nearest 
of kin dwell afar; how then can they harm me? I 
trow they will do me little scathe.” 

Gudrun asked her attendants if the beds were made 
ready, for she desired to sleep. For this one night they 
were parted from their woe. 

Thereupon King Hartmut’s chamberlain went 
with the maidens, and Norman pages carried their 
lights. Little service had they done them heretofore. 
Thirty or more clean beds awaited them, where the 
noble daughters of warriors were to lie. 



i66 TWENTY-FIFTH ADVENTURE 

Ctishions from Arabia in many colours were piled 
thereon. Green like grass, and decked with precious 
stones were the rich coverlets. The bright stuffs were 
lined with fishes’ skins and broidered wth goodly 
silk, wherein the gold shone red as fire. 

Well did Hartmut love the fair Hegeling damsel. 
He knew not what woe her kinsmen were to bring him. 

Then said the noble maiden, "Hartmut’s heroes, 
ye may go and sleep. For this one night my women 
and I would have rest. None have we had since -we 
came hither.” 

So all the strangers, old and young, wthdrew, and 
Hartmut’s men hastened from the chamber to take 
their ease. With mead and wine the poor damsels 
were well provided. 

Then said Hilda’s daughter, "Shut to the door.” 
And they shot four strong bolts across it. The walls 
also were so thick that none could hear what went 
fonvard uithin. 

So first they sat and drasik good wane. Than said 
the highest among them, "My maidens, ye have 
cause for joy after your great misery. I wffl gladden 
your eyes to-morrow rvith the sight of your friends. 
To-day I kissed Henrdg my betrothed husband, and 
Ortvvin, my brother. Now, mark ye this: whoso would 
be enriched by me, and would live free from care, let 
her watch and tell us when the night is over, and it 
is day. Her reward rvffl not be small, for joyful times 
draw nigh. I will give her large and goodly castles, 
and wealth without stint. These I may well have, if 
I live till they call me a queen.” 

Then they laid them down to sleep. They were 
merry of their cheer, for they knew that valiant 
warriors were come to help them in their great need, 
and all their desire was to behold them on the morrow'. 
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Ludwig’s counti^', and Orhsin and his knights still 
stand with their \vrong and their shame unavenged." 

"Ask Her^'iig, that hath seen them likewise, and 
in such piteous case that worse could not have 
befallen us. Think now, all ye kinsmen, if this be a 
shame or no: we found Gudrun and Hildeburg 
washing clothes on the beach." 

Thereupon Gudrun’s kinsmen fell aweeping, but 
old Wate cried angrily, "Ye do like women, wailing 
ye know not why, which beseemeth not heroes. Would 
3 'e help Gudrun from her misery, ye must redden the 
garments that she hath w'ashed white with her white 
hands. So shall ye serve her, and so shall she win 
back from exde.” 

Then Frute of Denmark said, "How shall we 
win to Ludwig’s knights or they learn that Hilda's 
men be in Normandy?” 

Old Wate answered, "I know a v;ay, and I trow’ 
I shall work as I ought before their castle, live I to 
come nigh them. Ye must away from here, ye knights, 
and hasten tow'ards Normandy. I rejoice that the air 
is so soft and that the moon shineth so full and so 
clear. Now put w'e out quickly from the shore, that 
we reach Ludwig’s castle or morning.”^ 

Following Wate's advice they loitered not, and 
soon had their horses and their armour aboard the 
ships. They made for the land in haste by night, and 
were on the beach before the castle or it was day. 

Wate bade the host keep silence over all, and lie 
down softly on the sand. The water-wearj'’ knights 
got leave to put down their shields, and many laid 
their heads thereon. 

" Let him that would triumph on the morrow have 
a care that he sleep not too long,” said old Wate. 

Hard hath it been to w'ait for battle until now'. 
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wherefore see to it, good warriors, that, when the 
day da-wneth, none of you lingers. And further I say 
unto you; whether he standeth or lieth, let him that 
heareth my trumpet blow make ready straightway 
for strife, that none tarry when I teU you it is day. 
When I blow for the second time, look to it that they 
have saddled for you, and stand ready by your horses, 
tin I have spied the light; that none come too late 
for the hour of battle." 

They said they would obey him gladly. How many 
fair women he parted from their joy with death-deep 
wounds! The Hegelings waited eagerly all together 
for the dawn. 

"When I have blown tliree blasts, dear friends, 
ye shall sit well armed on your horses, and shall wait 
tiU ye behold me in my harness riding behind fair 
Hilda’s banner.” 

So the weary ones lay down on the shore close to 
Ludwig’s castle. Albeit the night had fallen, they all 
saw it plain. The proud knights laid them noiselessly 
to rest. 

Now was the morning star uprisen, and a fair 
maiden went to the window and peered forth to see 
when it would be day, that she might win great 
reward from Gudrun. She saw a glimmer of dawn, 
and the helmets of heroes and many a bright 
shield reflected in the water’s gleam. The castle 
was surrounded, and all the plain glittered with 
weapons. 

So she hasted to her mistress crying, "Wake, noble 
lady! All the land and this strong castle are be- 
leaguered by foemen. Our friends at home have not 
forgotten us poor maidens.” 

Gudrun sprang from her bed and ran to the window. 
She thanked the damsel, that won wealth as a reward 
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for the news. She was sore bested and looked out 
eagerly for her friends. 

She saw rich sails flapping on the water, and said, 
"Now for the first time I know sorrow. Woe is me, 
poor God-forsaken one, that ever I was bom! Many 
a valiant man will perish this day.” 

While she spake thus the most of the folk slept 
still. But Ludwig’s watchman cried with a loud 
voice, "Up, ye proud warriors! To arms, ye knights! 
To arms! King of Normandy, I ween thou hast slept 
overlong.” 

Gerlint, Ludwig’s wife, heard him and left the old 
king l5ung. She hasted to the battlements and saw 
many strangers. The she-devil was right doleful of 
her cheer. 

She ran back to the king and cried, "Awake, Sir 
Ludwig! Thy castle and thy land are beleaguered 
by terrible foes. Thy knights shall pay dear to-day 
for the laughter of Gudrun.” 

"Hold thy peace,” said Ludwig, "I will see them 
for myself. We must await what shall befall us.” 
Whereupon he went swiftly to spy from his castle 
wall. He had guests that day that he little looked for. 

He beheld broad banners waving before his castle 
and said, "We must tell it to my son Hartmut. Haply 
these be pilgrims encamped before the town and 
before my castle for merchandise.” 

So they waked Hartmut, and when they told him 
the news the good knight said, "Have no fear; I 
know the royal banners of riventy lands. Our foemen, 
I Ween, are come to avenge on us their old %vrong.” 
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''Tlierc I see one that is whiter tlian a swan; 
pictures hroidcred in gold thou innj’cst behold on it. 
That hath Hilda, my mother-in-law, sent across the 
sea. We shall prove the hate ot the Hcgclings or night. 

"And here waveth a broad banner of skj’-blue 
silk with sea-roses wought on it. Henvigof Zealand, 
that is eager to avenge his WTong, hath home it hither. 
I trow well that Iroll likewise is come, and with him 
man)’ from Friesland and Holstein, all doughty 
warriors. Battle awaiteth us." 

He cried then, "To arms, ye knights in the hall! 
Arise, all my men, for I grudge my grim guests tlris 
honour, that they have ridden so close to my castle. 
t\'c will welcome them before the gate with swords." 

Tlien all that were still abed sprang up, and called 
for their bright harness, that they might help the 
lung to guard the land. Four thousand men or more 
armed them fcatly. Ludwig and Hartmut likewise 
did on their armour. 

The homeless maidens liked it little. Tlrcy had no 
comfort in the castle, and one of them said, "He tliat 
laughed last year shall weep this." 

'Tlien came Queen Gcrlint, Ludwig’s wife, in haste 
and said, “What wouldst thou do, Sir Hartmut? 
Wouldst thou lose thy life with all these warriors? 
Surely the enemy will slay thee if thou go out before 
the castle.” 

But tlie noble knight answered, "Get thee gone, 
my mother; thou shalt not teach me and my men. 
Instruct thy women, that may well endure it, how to 
broider silk with jewels and with gold. Bid Gudrun 
and her maidens go washing as thou hast done afore. 
Thou didst deem she had neither kinsmen nor vassals. 
Thou shalt see this day how eagerly the guests 
thank us." 
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But the she-devil said, "It was for thy sake that 
I sought to force her. Now follow my counsel. Thy 
castle is strong. Bid them bolt the gate. So shall thy 
guests profit little b}? their journey hither. Thou 
knowest well, Hartmut, that they hate thee, for 
thou slowest their kinsmen; wherefore guard thee 
the better. Thou hast no friends before the gate; the 
proud HegeUngs have brought twenty against thy 
one. Also, think thereon, my dear son: thou hast in 
this house bread and wine, and good meats for a year 
at the least. If any be taken captive here, for no 
ransom ■wiU they be loosed.” 

King Ludwig’s wife coimselled the knight further, 
saying, "Guard thine honour and lose not thy fife. 
Bid them deal death-wounds with cross-bows from 
the windows, that their friends at home may mourn 
for them. Let ropes be put to the catapults for these 
guests. Sooner than have thee use swords against 
the enemy, I and my maidens will carry the stones 
in white sleeves.” 

But Hartmut answered wrathfuUy, "Queen, get 
thee hence. Wlierefore shouldst thou counsel me? To 
what end have I senses of my o\vn? I were liefer slain 
out yonder by Hilda’s men than found shut up in 
the castle.” 

Then the old king's wife said weeping, " I coimselled 
it that thou mightest the better guard thy fife. Whoso 
showeth him this day under thy banner may look 
for aU good at our hand. Now arm youl” she cried 
to the knights, " and, standing by the side of my son, 
smite hot sparks of fire from the helmets. Keep close 
to the hero this day, and welcome the guests with 
deep wounds.” 

"The queen counseUeth you well, good knights,” 
said Hartmut. "\\Tioso fighteth with good will and 
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helpeth me to overcome the foe, if the father perish, 
his children will I make rich.” 

Ludwig’s men stood armed in the castle, to the 
number of one thousand and one hundred, 3'et, or 
thej' went out at the king’s gate, he saw to it that 
the castle was guarded, and left therein five hundred 
or more bold knights and good. 

Then they did back the bolts of the four gates of 
the castle. They lacked not so much as a spur in their 
equipment. They that went \vith the young king, to 
help him, rode behind him to the number of three 
thousand with their helmets on. 

The hour of battle drew nigh, and the hero of 
Sturmland blew a hom that for its mighty soimd 
could be heard full thirty miles along the shore, and 
the Hegelings began to hasten to Hilda’s banner. 

Then he blew another blast, that each knight might 
be sitting in his saddle, %vith his men ready, and 
facing the way whither they should ride. Never was 
old warrior so I'ah'ant in war. 

He blew so loud a third time that the shores 
trembled, and the waves resounded. The comer 
stones might have fallen from Ludwig’s walls. Then 
he bade Horant bear forward fair Hilda’s banner. 

They feared old Wate greatly, and made no noise; 
the neighing of a horse had easily been heard. The 
betrothed of Herwig stood above in a turret, and the 
bold knights that came to fight with Hartmut were 
seen riding proudly. 

Hartmut and his men, all W'ell armed, were now 
come through the gates, and the helmets of foemen 
and friends gleamed through the casement. Hartmut 
also, I trow, rode not alone. 

The Hegelings advanced on the castle from the 
four sides, and all their harness was the colour of 
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silver. The bosses, likewise, shone on the bright 
shields. They feared old Wate as he had been a wild 
lion. The Moors rode apart, hurling mighty javelins. 
Many a lance was splintered there. When they joined 
battle with the Normans, sparks of fire were struck 
from swords and from harness. 

Then the Danes rode forward to the castle. To one 
side of the wall stark Irolt led six thousand or more; 
good knights were they all, and wrought sore havoc 
on Ludwig. Ortwin mth eight hundred men rode up 
to the hurt of the land of Normandy and of the 
folk therein. 

Gerlint and Ortrun stood weeping on the battle- 
ments. 

Then came Sir Herwig, Gudrun's betrothed, by 
whom many women were made to mourn, when he 
began to fight for his heart’s dear one. Helmets rang 
loud beneath good swords. And now old Wate vith 
his knights was come also, that they had heard was 
grim of his mood. With a spear not yet couched he 
rode to the front of the host. It irked Gerlint sore, 
but Gudrun had cause to thank him. 

Then thej' saw Hartmut that rode before his men. 
Had he been an emperor he had not been arrayed 
more proudly. His armour sbone against the sun, 
and his courage was still imquenched. 

Ortwin, the King of Ortland, saw him and said, 
"Will any that knoweth tell me who this knight is? 
He hath the air of one that, by the prowess of his 
hand, would wn from us a kingdom." 

"That is Hartmut,” one of them answered. " Wliere 
heroes are proven he is a doughty knight. It was he 
that slew thy father. He is bold in battle and right 
\'aliant.” 

Cried Ortwin in wrath, “Then is his life forfeit 
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to me. This day he shall pay me to the full. All that 
we have lost through him we shall win back. Gerlint 
shall not help him to escape alive.” 

Hartmut saw Ortwin, and albeit he knew him not, 
he spurred his horse to the gallop and rode at him. 
They both levelled their spears, that their harness 
shone bright from the blows. They forgot not to 
thrust at each other, till Ortwin’s good horse fell 
back on its haunches, for it was not strong enough 
for the fierce rage of the kings. 

Tire horse of Hartmut stumbled likewise; but they 
sprang up again, and a loud din arose from the kings’ 
swords. Praise was their due, that they strove on 
such knightly wise; they were both bold, and neither 
would yield to the other. 

Their men rode up with couched spears, and many 
a mother's son was the worse for it. The good knights 
gave each other deep wounds in the fray. They were 
all valiant, and eagerly wooed honour. 

Hartmut’s men. began to press against the men of 
Wate, thousand against thousand. The lord of Sturm- 
land UTOUght sore havoc. VTroso came nigh to him 
thought on battle no more. 

Then ten thousand men crowded in among Her^vig’s 
host ; griml}' they advanced. They had sooner perished 
there tlian that any had driven them from tlie land. 

Hcrwig was a hero. How proudly he strove! He 
fought valiantly, that the beautiful maiden might 
show him the more favour. How could he have 
believed such good fortune: that young Gudrun saw 
all that was done? 

Now the Danes and old Ludwig were met. Ludwig 
bare a strong sword in his hand, and stood like a 
king. But he and his men came out too far from 
the gates. 
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Bold Frute wth the men of Holstein slew many; 
he was dauntless enow. And Morunc, the yoimg 
knight from Waleis, dunged the earth with dead 
before Ludwig’s castle. Young Irolt, too, was a good 
warrior, and hewed hot blood from the harness; the 
kinsman of Wate fought beneath Hilda's banner, 
till the faces of the fallen were seen whitening, and 
the close ranks were thinned. 

Then Hartmut and Ortwin met again. Never was 
snow blo^vn so thick by the wind as the strokes dealt 
by the swords in the hands of the heroes, when 
Hartmut was set upon by the King of Ortland. Young 
Ortwin was bold enough, but strong Hartmut smote 
him through the helmet, that his bright harness ran 
with blood. It irked Ortwin's men sore to behold it. 
There was struggle and tumult of battle. Many were 
smitten wth \vide wounds, and many heads bowed 
before the swords. Death did as one that is fain to 
rob folk of good friends. 

MTien Horant of Denmark saw Ortwin wounded, 
he asked who had hurt his dear master; whereat 
Hartmut laughed, that was come nigh him, and 
Ortwin himself answered, "It was Hartmut." 

Thereupon Hilda’s banner, that he bare with 
honour and to the scathe of the foe, Horant gave to 
another, and made furiously at Hartmut. 

Hartmut heard a great din beside him, and saw 
the blood of many flowing freely from their wounds 
down to their feet. 

Then cried the bold knight, "I will avenge tliis 
hurt to mjf men.” 

He turned him round where he saw Horant, and 
fire soon blazed before their eyes from each other’s 
harness, and their s\vord-points were bended on the 
buckles of their helmets. 
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He wounded Horant, even as he had wounded 
Ortuin, that a red stream flowed from his armour. 
Who could think to win the land of so valiant hero? 

In this hour of peril the followers of both the 
kings also cleft many strong shields with good 
swords. They dealt hear’y blows in the battle, while 
Hartmut defended himself rvith honour. The friends 
of Ortrvin and of Horant saw to it that they won out 
of the press, that they might have their wounds 
bound, which was soon done. Whereupon they rode 
back and fought again. 

New leave we them to fight as they will. They 
knew not yet before Ludwig's castle which side should 
uin and which be overcome. His men stood grimly 
on their defence and the strangers, I ween, wooed 
honour. I cannot tell you fully of each one; but the 
memory of many that were slain there hath been 
handed dorvn to us. The din of swords was heard at 
the four gates, and both the suift and the slow were 
mingled in the tumult. 

Wate stood not idle. I trow. Many lay hewn by 
his hand, whose lives he had ended. The kinsmen of 
the good Norman knights were fain to avenge it. 

And now Henwg, they tell us, was come %vitli a 
vast host to where he saw old Ludwig fighting, and 
where he and his followers felled good knights, more 
than could be numbered. 

Loud cried Herwig then, "Doth any know the name 
of yonder old mrm? He hath dealt so many deep 
wounds with the strengtli of his arm that he hath 
given fair women cause to weep.” 

Ludwig heard him and said, " Vho asketh my name 
in the shock of battle? I am Ludwig of Normandj’. 
Might I fight with the foeman, certes I am ready.” 

"If thou be Ludwig," ansrvered King Hen\ig, 
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" thou hast dcser%'«l my hate, for thon slowest many 
of our knights on the Wulpensancl. Hctcl also per- 
ished by thee, that was a valiant w'arrior. And yet 
more thou didst to our hurt or thou didst sail away: 
WTongs that we still mouni bitterly and from which 
I won great heaviness of heart. Tliou didst steal my 
wife tl'.erc, and hew dowTi many of my warriors. I 
am Henvig, and thou hast taken my betrothed from 
me. Except thou give her back to me, one of us must 
die, and many another knight besides.” 

But Ludwig answered, “Thou threatenest me too 
loud in my own land. None asked to know thee. 
Tlicre be 5'ct more here that I have bereft of wealth 
and kinsmen. I will see to it that thou never win to 
kis.s thy wife. Trow me for that." 

At this word the two great kings ran at each other. 
He that had the adxTvntage won it hard through the 
fighting of his men, for many goodly youths sprang 
towards them from both their banners. 

Herwig was dauntless and bold enough, but 
Hartmut’s father smote the young king, till he 
began to stumble before his hand. He had fain taken 
from him both his kingdom and his life. Had not 
Herwag's men been near and quick to help him, he 
had never won off alive. So could old Ludwig make 
him feared of young men. 

They nin to Herwig's aid, that he perished not, 
but wlien he was come to from his fall, he gkinccd 
up swiftly to the battlements to see whether his 
heart's beloved stood there. 
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3I0\V llf.UWIf, S!.n\V LUDWIG 

UnRWiG thouglit within hiinscH, "Alack! Wiat 
hath befallen me! If, Giidnm, my bctrollicd wife, 
haUi seen tliis, and we live to tlic day when I embrace 
her, slic will rcproacli me with tliis wlicn I lie beside 
her. Much I shame me that the grey old man liath 
stnick me down." 

So he bade them bear his banner after Ludwig, 
and his men followed and pressed up to the enemy, 
and would not let him escape. 

When Ludwig heard the din behind )jim he turned 
back and went down against Herwig. Many a sword 
rang on the helmets. Tliey that came nigh them 
suffered from the wrath of the kings. They spurred 
towards each other on the field, where liost charged 
host with loud din in the battle. Who could count 
the folk that perished there? And so it came to pass 
that Ludwig lost the victor}' when he fought with 
Ilcnvig. 

Over the rim of his helmet Gudrun’s lover with a 
strong arm won at Ludwig under his helmet, and 
wounded him so sore that he could fight no longer, 
but awaited grim death. 

He smote him a strong blow for the second time, 
that the king's head sprang from his shoulders. 
Cortes, he avenged well liis fall, for the king was 
i8o 
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dead; and by reason thereof bright eyes ran over 
\vith tears. 

When he was slain, Lud\vig’s knights would have 
borne back the banner to the castle, but they were 
come out too far from the gates, and the banner 
was taken from them, and many tarried dead by 
their lord. 

The watchmen saw that he had lost his hfe, whereat 
men and women were heard weeping loud, for they 
knew that the old and mighty king was slain. Gudrun 
and her maidens stood in doubt and fear in the palace. 

Sir Hartmut knew not that his father was fallen, 
TOth many good knights and many youths that were 
their kinsmen; but he heard bitter wailing in the 
castle, and saw gestures of woe, and he said to his 
followers, "Now turn with me. Many lie dead here 
that were fain to slay us in grim battle; we wall go 
back to the castle and await a better hour.” 

So they followed him, and turned where he rode. 
With doughty arm they had hewn their way across 
the battle-field through their grim foemen. By the 
hand of Hartmut and his knights blood flowed 
near and far. 

"Ye have served me on such wse, both kinsmen 
and vassals," said Hartmut, "that I will share my 
kingdom with you. Now ride we to my castle, that 
we may rest. They -svill open the gates for us and 
give us mead and wine.” 

They had left many dead behind them. Had the 
land been their own, his men had not done more 
valiantly in battle, and now they would have won 
to the castle, but Wate with a thousand of his knights 
hindered them sore. He had ridden up with so great 
a host to the gate where Hartmut would have gone 
in with his followers, that they could not compass 
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it. It hclp<-(i thf’m litUe that they saw many lica%'j' 
stones hiujcd down from the wnl!. 

Grimly they hurled them at Watc and lits !!C-ri>e?. 
ns it had Iwn n rain-stonn from the shy. But it was 
all one to Watc who li\'cd or wlio perished. He 
tlioiiplit only how to win the nciory. 

Tlu n Sir H.arlrnut saw him before the castle gate 
and cried, "What we have deserved from their hand 
from aforetime will he shown plain this day. 'rircy that 
arc whole may welt fear for their lives: yea, many dead 
lie round us. Sore it irfccth me that ever I won sucli 
.stark focmcn. I .see Wate and hi.s knights yonder at 
the castle gate hewing with their swords. If he be 
the porter I look for little kindness. Sec for your- 
selves, ye warriors: the walls and the gates are 
surrounded, and many Imights stand before them. 
Dicy hold the road on all the four sides. The kinsmen 
of Gudnin strive fiercely for victory. Ye yourselves 
may sec it even as I have seen. There will be friends 
lost to us, 

"How it hath come to pass, I know not, but 
yonder is the Moorish banner waving before the 
outer gate, and my kniglils that strongly v.dth.stand 
them. In the nc.vt gate likewise I see my focmcn; the 
wind swas’cth all the sword-points broidcred on their 
pennons. Sir Ortwin is there, Gndrun's brother, tliat 
is fain to scrs’c women. Or his courage cool, more 
helmets will be cloven. 

"By the third gate I see Henrig, followed by seven 
thousand men or more. On knightly wise he scrvelh 
for his heart’s delight ; which Gudrun and her women 
see gladly this day. Too late is my thought to ride 
back. I know not whither to turn with my knights, 
since old W ate fighteth at the fourth gate. Long, I 
trow, must my folk w'ait for tlicir kinsmen. 
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"I cannot fly: I have no wings; nor can I win under 
the earth, whatever befall me. We cannot come to 
the sea, because of the foe. I will tell 5mu plain what 
I hold to be the best. Noble and good knights, there 
is no other way. Dismount, and hew hot blood out 
of the bright harness with a good %vill.” 

So they got down from their saddles, and drove 
the horses behind them. 

"Now for%vard, bold knights!” cried Hartmut. 
"JIake for the castle. For good or ill I must win to 
old Wate. However it fare with me, I wll try to force 
him back from the gate.” 

Thereupon brave Hartmut and his men ran for- 
W'ard wth drawn s^vo^ds. Hartmut \vithstood grim 
Wate, which was to his honour. Then was heard the 
clash of weapons ; whereby there fell the more knights. 

When Wate saw Hartmut press up to him (Frute 
bare the banner) the hero cried in wrath, "I hear the 
clash of good swords that come towards us. Frute, 
good kinsman, let none force thee from the gate.” 

Wate ran grimly at Hartmut, but the valiant man 
would not give way. Dust darkened the sun, yet 
was their might tmdiminished ; valiantly they wooed 
honour. \^'hat availed it that they said Wate had 
the strength of six-and-twenty men? On knightly 
wise Hartmut of Normandy withstood him. What- 
ever the guests did, he and his men fought undismayed, 
for he was a hero and undaunted in battle. The dead 
lay around in a great heap. It was a wonder that 
Hartmut perished not by Wate, that was right grim 
of his mood. 

He heard Ludwig’s wife weeping bitterly. His 
mother bewailed the noble king, and offered great 
reward that they might not endure such wrong, but 
might slay Gudrun and all her maidens. 
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Then ran a false coward that desired the wealth, 
and frightened the beautiful Hegeling damsels, where 
they sat together. Because of the rich reward he 
would have done them aU to death. 

When Hilda’s daughter saw a naked weapon pointed 
at her in -wrath, she mourned -with cause that she was 
so far from her friends. If Sir Hartmut had not seen 
it, her head had been cut off. She forgot her high 
breeding. How loud she screamed when she thought 
she must die! Sore was her anguish. The other maidens 
did the like, that were beside her in the rvide window. 
Pitiful was their mien. 

Sir Hartmut knew her by her voice, and he 
wondered what ailed her. Then the good knight saw 
a dastard that stood with a sword, as he would slay 
her, and the hero called out, "Who art thou, wretched 
coward? Why wouldst thou slay the damsels? If 
thou kill one of them thy life is forfeit, and all thy 
kinsmen shall surely hang for it.” 

TViereupon he -that would have done -the deed 
departed, for he feared Hartmut 's anger. The king 
himself came nigh losing his life, but wth true heart 
he comforted the God-forsaken one, and loosed her 
from grim death, while he himself stood in peril. 

Then came Ortrun, the young princess of Nor- 
mandy, in haste to Gudrun, wringing her hands, and 
fell at her feet. She wept bitterly for her father 
Ludwig, and she said, “Have pity, noble king’s 
child, on all my kinsmen that lie dead here, and 
think how it was with thee when thy father was 
slain. Great Princess, to-day I have lost mine. Behold, 
high-bom maiden, in what great sorrow we be fallen. 
My father and the most part of my kinsmen are dead. 
Now standeth Sir Hartmut in sore peril before Wate. 
If I lose my brother, I am orphaned for ever. Let it 



HOW HERWIG SLEW LUDWIG 185 

advantage me that, when none pitied thee of all that 
be here, thou hadst no other friend save me alone. 
For all they did to thee I ceased not to weep.” 

"That hast thou often done," answered Hilda’s 
daughter, "but I know not how to stay the battle, 
unless I were a knight and bare weapons. I would 
gladly part them, that none slew thy brotlier.” 

Ortrun wept bitterly. How eagerly she prayed, till 
Gudrun went into the window and signalled wdtlr 
her hand, asking if any knight from her father's 
country was there. 

Herwig answered, that was a noble warrior and 
good, "Who art thou, O maiden, that asketh? No 
Hegeling knight is nigh thee. We be from Zealand. 
Tell me now wherein we can serve thee.” 

The damsel of kingly kin answered, "I would have 
thee part the battle, for fierce hath been the fighting, 
and would ever more thank him that lightened my 
cheer and saved Hartmut from old Wate in the strife.” 

"Tell me now thy name, noble maiden,” said the 
knight of Zealand courteously. 

She answered, "Gudnm is my name, and I am of 
the kin of Hagen. Albeit I was once mighty, I have 
little joy here.” 

" If thou be Gudrun, my dear wife,” he said, " I vdll 
ever serve thee gladly. For I am Herwig and chose 
thee to my joy, and would show thee plain how 
willingly I would loose thee from all sorrow.” 

"If thou wouldst serve me, brave Icnight, take not 
our prayer amiss. These beautiful maidens earnestly 
entreat me that Hartmut be delivered from old Wate 
in tlie battle.” 

"I will do it gladly, dear lady.” 

Then Herwig cried aloud to his knights, "Forward 
wth the banner against Wate I” And he and all his 
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warriors pressed thither. Valiant women’s service 
he did there. 

He shouted to old Wate, “Wate, dear friend, let 
us end this battle straighrivay. It is the prayer of the 
beautiful maidens.” 

But Wate answered in wrath, " Get thee gone. Sir 
Hcrwig! Where were m3’^ senses if I followed women’s 
counsel? To spare the enemy were to slay myself, 
and that I will never do. Hartmut shall pay for 
his pride." 

Thereupon Herwig sprang on them both for love 
of Gudrun. Loud crashed the swords and angry •was 
Wate, for he could ill brook that any parted him 
from his foes. He dealt Herwig a heavy blow when 
he would have sundered them, and the knight fell 
down before him. But Her^vig’s men ran in and 
drew him forth. 

Then Hartmut was taken captive, despite Herwig 
and all his men. 
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could cany, when they were laden therewith on the 
deep sea. 

None in the castle was merry. The folk of the land 
suffered great scathe. They slew men and women, 
and many a child in the cradle lost his life. 

Stark Irolt cried to Watc, "These young children 
have done naught to thy hurt. They are not guilty 
of our kinsmen’s death. For the honour of God, have 
pity on the young orphans." 

But old Wate answered, "Thou art childish thy- 
self. Wouldst thou have me spare them that weep in 
the cradle ? Lived these to be men, I would trow them 
no more than a \vild Saxon.” 

Blood flowed from out the chambers on all sides. 
How woeful were the friends that saw it! 

Then came high-bom Ortrun to Gudrun, for she 
feared yet more evil, and bowed her head before the 
beautiful maiden, saying, "Princess Gudrun, have 
pity on my great woe, and let me not perish. If thou 
grant me not grace, I must perish here at the hand 
of thy kinsmen." 

" I \vill gladly save thee if I can, for I grudge thee 
no honour or good. I rvill crave a pardon for thee. 
Thou mayest escape, and, to that end, stand the 
closer by me vdth thy maidens and thy women.” 

" Gladly will I do it,” said young Ortnm. 

So she was spared wth three-and-thirty of her 
maidens, and two-and-sixty knights that stood beside 
the women. Had they left them, they had been hewn 
in pieces by the guests. 

Thither, too, hasted wicked Gerlint, and offered 
herself as a servant, faUing at the feet of Hilda’s child. 

"Now deliver us, O Princess, from Wate and his 
men. If thou hinder it not, my end is at hand.” 

But Hilda’s daughter answered, “I hear thee pray 
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me to show thee grace. How can I do that? Nothing 
in this world hast thou ever given me that I asked 
for. Thou wert ever pitiless towards me; wherefore 
I hate thee from my heart." 

In the meantime old Wate had caught sight of her. 
Gnashing his teeth he ran at her with glaring eyes, 
and beard an ell long. All that were there trembled 
before the knight of Sturmland. He was covered 
with blood: his armour was wet. Albeit Gudrun saw 
liim gladly, she had liefer had him come less madly 
towards her. None, I ween, gave him welcome there 
for fear. 

Only Gudrun durst step fonvard when she saw 
Wate. Hilda’s blameless daughter said sorrowfully, 
"Welcome, Wate! How joyfully I had seen tliee, 
had not so many suffered scathe here at thy hand." 

"I thank thee, noble maiden. Art thou Hilda’s 
child? Who be these women that stand so near thee? ” 

"This is high-born Ortrun,” Gudrun answered. 
"Her, Wate, thou shalt spare. The women are sore 
afraid of thee. The others are the poor damsels that 
Ludwig’s host brought across the sea from the 
Hegelings. Thou art wet mth blood. Come not so close 
to us. Naught else wherein thou servest us will we 
poor maidens scorn.” 

Wate went then where he found Herwig, and Ort- 
vin, tlie King of Ortland, Irolt and Morunc, and 
Frute of Denmark. They were not idle, but slew 
many good knights there. 

Hergart, the young duchess, came running in haste. 
"Noble Gudrun," she cried, "have pity on me, a poor 
vife. Forget not that we were once of thy following, 
and be tliereof still. Wierefore, noble Princess, 
save me.” 

But Gudrun answered in wTath, "Get thee gone. 
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Little didst thou mourn or heed all the evil that befell 
us poor homeless ones. Now is it all one to me like- 
wise, whether it go well or ill with thee. Nevertheless 
stand closer to me among the maidens." 

Old Wate still sought for his enemy, tvicked 
Gerlint. The she-devil was by Princess Gudrun with 
her women. 

Wate went grimly out before the haU and said, 
"Princess Gudnm, deliver me up Gerlint and her 
friends, that made thee go washing; and all the kin 
of them that slew our knights at home.” 

But the gracious maiden made answer, "There 
be none here." 

Whereat Wate, greatly wroth, drew nigher and 
said, "If thou show me not the right ones straight- 
w’ay, they shall all perish, both strangers and friends.” 

They saw that he was mad %vith anger, and a fair 
damsel ^vmked with her eyes, that he knew the 
she-devil. 

"Tell me now. Queen Gerlint,” he said, "desirest 
thou more such washerwomen?” 

He caught her by the hands and drew her from 
among them, whereat Avicked Gerlint despaired. 
Raging he said to her, "My mistress, great queen, 
shall wash clothes for thee no more.” 

When he had dragged her out before the door of 
the haU, the others, ye may trow me, peered through 
it to know' his intent regarding her. He gripped her 
by the hair, asking leave of none, for his waath was 
terrible, and smote off the queen’s head; whereat 
tlie women all wailed and were sore afraid. 

Then he came back and said, "Who further among 
these are her kin? Show them to me. There be 
none of them so proud but I avUI make bold to bow 
their heads.” 
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Then said Hetel’s chUd, weeping, "Spare them 
that are come to me for pardon, and that stand beside 
me. This is noble Ortmn with her Norman maidens.” 

When they that had won pardon were bidden 
stand back, Wate asked fiercely, "Vdiere is the 
young Duchess Hergart, that took the king’s cup- 
bearer to her high-bom husband?” 

They would not show her, but he strode up and 
said, "If the whole kingdom had been thine, who 
could have believed thee so arrogant? Poorly hast 
thou served Gudrun, thy mistress, in this land.” 

They cried all together, "Let her live.” But old 
Wate answered, "That ma}' not be. I am chamberlain 
and must see to tlie manners of the women.” 

Wliereupon he struck off her head, albeit she was 
making to shelter behind Gudrun. 

They rested over all now from the strife, and 
King Her%vig came to Ludwig’s hall with his comrades 
in battle covered with blood. WTien he saw' Gudrun 
she gave him loving welcome. 

Swftly the knight unbound the sword from his 
side, and shook off his harness, laying it on his 
shield; then, rvith the stain of his armour upon him, 
he went and stood before the maiden. For love of 
her that day he had hewn his w'ay often through 
the field. 

Sir Ortwin came also, tlic King of Ortland, and Irolt 
and Morunc did off their harness, that they might 
be the cooler. They were merrj' of their cheer and 
were fain to come to the women. 

Wear}' with sla}ing, the heroes of Denmark laid 
their shields and their weapons from their hands. 
They unloosed their helmets, and went in to the 
damsels. Tliey both won sweet w'elcome from Gudrun. 
Irolt and Morunc bowed before the lovely maiden. 
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It was easy to see how welcome to her was the noble 
company; yea, of joyful mood was Hilda’s daughter 
of the Hegeling land. 

Then the lords and their men decided that they 
would seize all the other castles in the land, since 
they had won the goodly fortress of Kassiane. 

Old Wate was for burning the towers and palace. 
But Frute of Denmark said, “Not so. Here must 
my dear mistress dwell. Bid them bear the dead from 
the hall. So shall all these warriors fare the better 
in this land. For tlie castle is strong, wide and goodly. 
Let the blood be washed from the walls, that the 
gentle maidens be not loath to abide therein, while 
we carry the war further into Hartmut’s kingdom." 

They fohowed Frute’s counsel, for he was wise. 
They bare from the castle many that were hewn with 
deep death-wounds, and they threw into the water 
them that lay slain before the gates. They gave 
four thousand or more to the sea; which was an 
hard task; but Frute urged them thereto. 

Much that was to do was not done yet. Princess 
Ortrun was made captive in Ludwig’s castle, and, 
with her, two-and-sixty knights and thirty maidens. 

Then said Gudrun, "I will see to the maidens; 
they won my pardon. Let Wate do as he would with 
his own captives.” 

The King of the Moors was sweetly welcomed, as 
good knights should ever be after hard toil, and 
was thanked by the women, that he was come so 
far from Karade to wage war. 

To Horant of Denmark they commended all the 
prisoners in Kassiane and likewise Gudrun and all 
her maidens. He was her next of kin; wherefore he 
was the more to be trusted. They made him master 
of forty strong towers and six wide halls by the sea. 
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besides three rich palaces. He was lord over all, and 
Princess Gudrun abode there by him. 

They appointed a guard for the ships upon the 
water, and Sir Hartmut was led back to Kassi^e 
to his kinsmen, where tlie women, as well as the 
knights, lay captive. Tliese also they bade them 
watch over, that none might escape; and they left 
behind a thousand bold men, that. TOth the Danes, 
saw to the safety of the women. 

Wate and Frute were minded to hew more shields. 
So they made ready for their journey, with thirty 
thousand men. They let the land be harried over all 
with fire, and the kingdom in many quarters began 
to bum. Then was Hartmut for the first time sorrow- 
ful from his heart. The heroes of Sturmland and of 
Denmark brake all the goodly castles that they 
found, and took all the plunder they could bring 
together. Many fair women were taken captive by 
the Hegelings. 

Or Hilda’s friends started for home, they razed to 
the groimd six-and-twenty castles. They were proud 
and uplifted mth the issue of the war, and after- 
wards they brought to Queen Hilda a thousand 
prisoners or more. 

Hilda's banner was borne unhindered tlirough 
Normandy and back to the shore, where they had left 
the noble maidens. Then they thought it was time 
to be gone, nor desired to tarry longer. 

They that had been left in Hartmut’s halls rode 
do^vn from the castle to meet their friends, and 
greeted with good will both old and young. 

The knight of Denmark said, "How hath it pros- 
pered TOth you, young warriors?” 

King Ortuin answered, "On such mse that I 

must ever thank my kinsmen. We have taken sore 
osso 
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vengeance in battle, and done a thousand times more 
to them than ever they did to us." 

" Wiom shall we leave here to guard the kingdom ? " 
said old Wate then. " Bid fair Gudrun come down to 
us, and we wU back to the Hegelings, and show 
Queen Hilda what we have brought her home." 

“Horant the Dane, and Morunc shall be left 
here," said both old and young. "Tliey shall tarry 
behind vnth a thousand bold men." 

And these knights must needs obey them. 

The Hegelings led awaj' many captives. Wlicn 
they were minded to depart, they brought down to 
the ships all manner of things that they had seized, 
and likewise that which was their own. What they 
carried away from the strangers tliej' could show at 
home wthout shame. 

Then they bade Hartmut leave the castle, with 
five hundred of his men, that were all prisoners for 
ransom, and boxmd. Manj' a weary day they endured 
among tbeir ioomon afterwards. ThEy led away 
high-bom Ortrun and her maidens also, to suffer 
great sorrow. Now that these needs must part from 
their friends they could imderstand how it had been 
aforetime ■with Gudran and her damsels. 

So they bare off the captives, and the conquered 
castles were left under the rule of Horant and Morunc. 
When the others sailed away, these tarried behind 
with a thousand or more of their bold men. 

Hartmut entreated the Hegelings, and said, “If 
ye will but leave me free in my father’s land, my life 
and all I have shall be yours.” 

But old Wate answered, "Nay, we ^vill keep you 
safe by us. I know not, in faith, w'hy my nephew 
leadeth to his land one that had gladly taken from 
him his life and goods. Were he willing, I know a 
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way whcrcbj' his enemy might be rid of his weary 
bonds.” 

"What could it advantage thee,” .said Sir Ortwin, 
"to slay them all? Hartmut and his Imights shall 
live in hope of better daj’s. I will bring them without 
blame to my mother Hilda.” 

Tliey carried all their great possessions on to the 
ships, with gold and jewels, horses and apparel. They 
had won their heart's desire, and they that before 
had wailed bitterly were all heard singing. 



THIRTIETH ADVENTURE 

HOW THEY SENT EN\’OYS TO HILDA 

The Hegeling host set out joyfully to return home 
to their land. 

Of them they had brought with them full three 
thousand tarried behind, dead or wounded, each 
mourned by his kinsmen. 

Their ships sailed smoothly along with favouring 
winds, and they that carried treasure with them 
were high-hearted. However they compassed it, this 
is certain: they sent forward envoys that bare the 
news to the Queen of the Hegelings. 

These made all the haste they could — ^this is sooth 
that I say — and reached their land in I Imow not 
how many days. Never had Hilda heard aught that 
pleased her better than when they told her that 
King Ludwig was slain. 

She said, “ How standeth it with my daughter and 
her maidens?” 

"King Hen\ig bringeth thee back his dear one. 
Good knights could not better have prospered, for 
the}”^ have vith them Ortrun, and Hartmut her 
brother, both captives.” 

"Good news ye bring me,” said the noble woman, 
"for they have made heavy m}’^ heart and my life. 
1 will upbraid them for it when mine eyes behold 
them. Openly and in secret I have endured much 
196 
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woe. I will reward you, ye envoys, that you have 
told me this thing, by reason whereof my great 
sorrow hath vanished. It is meet that I give you 
my gold.” 

But they answered, "Great Queen, we bring so 
much treasure with us that it not be an hard 
matter for thee to make us rich. If any among us 
desire naught from thee, it is not that we scorn it. 
Our ships are laden with bright gold. And we have 
left good chamberlains behind us to guard it on 
the journey.” 

When she had heard their message. Queen Hilda 
commanded meat and drink to be made ready for 
the dear guests that came to her, and likewise chairs 
and benches, where they were to sit. She knew how 
to order all things as befitted her honour. The folk 
were not idle at Matelane. Do\vn on the plain and on 
the shore they set carpenters to work, that Herwig 
and high-bom Gudrun might sit proudly. 

I cannot tell you if aught untoward befell them on 
the sea. In six weeks Ortwin's host was at Matelane, 
bringing the princess and many beautiful maidens. 

We are told, and may trow it, that, or they got 
back, their adventure had endured for a year at the 
shortest. It was in a May-time when they brought 
their captives home, and they drew nigh with joyful 
sounds, albeit they thought on the toil that was over. 
When they saw their ships before Matelane, a loud 
din was heard of trumpets and sackbuts, of flutes 
and horns, and a great beating of drams. 

Old Wate’s vessel was now in the harbour; then 
came also the knight of Ortland; and Hilda and her 
court rode down to the shore from the castle of 
Matelane to meet them. Gudrun like\vise was there, 
and many beautiful womeji -with her. 
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Queen Hilda and her escort dismounted from their 
horses on the sand. Then bold Irolt led forward fair 
Gudrun. But albeit Hilda had known her well afore- 
time, she knew not now which of them was she. She 
saw fun an hundred women that came with her. 

“ I loiow not whom to greet as my dear daughter,” 
she said. “She is grown a stranger to me. Welcome 
are my friends that are come down from the waves.” 

“This is thy daughter,” said Sir Irolt. 

She went towards her, and who could weigh out 
gold to balance their joy when they kissed? Now 
was their sorrow ended. 

Queen Hilda greeted Irolt and aU his men, and 
bowed low to Wate, saying, “Welcome, knight of 
Sturmland. Thou hast served me well; who could 
reward thee duly wth less than a kingdom and 
a cro\vn?" 

“Right gladly will serve thee wherein I can, till 
my last day,” answered Wate. Whereupon she kissed 
him for love, and did the like to Ortwin. 

Now was Henvig come up also with his proud and 
valiant warriors. He led forward young Ortrun by 
the hand, and Gudrun prayed her mother sweetly. 
“ Kiss, dear queen, this high-bom maiden. She often 
served me and showed me honour in my exUe.” 

“I will kiss none here except I know her. Who are 
her kinsmen, and what is the name of the maiden that 
thou wouldst have me kiss on such friendly wise? ” 

"It is Ortrun, the yoimg princess of Normandy,” 
answered Gudrun. 

“Her I will not kiss. How canst thou ask it? It 
would beseem me better to have her slain, for her 
kinsmen have done me bitter \vrong. The tears that 
I have wept have been the dearest delight of their 
eyes.” 
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"This lovely maiden hath done naught, 0 Queen, 
to work thee woe,” said Gudi'un. "Think how I were 
to pity, dear mother, if any slew my kinsmen. Show 
grace to this forlorn one.” 

Hilda would not do it, but still Gudrun implored 
her with tears, till she said, "I cannot longer see thee 
weep. If she hath done aught to serve thee, she shall 
enjoy the reward of it in this country.” 

So she kissed Ludwig's child, and the other women 
there for Gudrun’s sake. 

Then came Hildeburg also from a foreign land, 
that had washed with her. Frute led her forward, 
and Gudrun said, "Greet Hildeburg, dear mother. 
What is better than the faith of a friend? Had 
any a kingdom full of gold and precious stones, to 
Hildeburg alone should he give it.” 

"They have told me,” answered the queen, "how 
she shared \vith thee both good and evil fortune, and 
never shall I sit at ease under my crown, till I have 
rewarded her truly." 

When she had kissed Hildeburg and the others. 
Queen Hilda said to Frute, " I shame me not that I 
came forth to meet thee and thy warriors. Ye be 
welcome, aU ye knights, to the land of the Hegelings.” 
Wliereupon they all bowed them deep. 

When she had spoken, they saw the King of the 
Moors and his men, that disembarked on the sand 
with a joyful noise. The highest among them sang 
a song of Araby. 

Queen Hilda tarried till he was come up from the 
landing-place. Then she greeted the Prince of Karade 
sweetly. "Welcome Sir Siegfried, King of Moorland. 
I will not cease to reward thee with my service, 
because thou hast helped me to avenge my wrong." 

"Whatso I can do for thee, 0 Queen, I do gladly; 



200 THIRTIETH ADVENTURE, , 

but now I return to the land that, from my youth 
up, hath been mine for many a day, till I rode against 
Herwig, with whom I will w'ar no more.” 

Thereupon they unloaded the ships, and carried 
on to the beach all manner of things that they had 
brought home wnth them; and when it began to grow 
cool towards evening, they waited there no longer, 
but went to the place that had been prepared for them. 

Queen Hilda rode on to the field wth her guests. 
Pavilions and tents adorned \vith gold were seen 
before Matelane. They found many a rich seat there, 
and were diligently waited on. 

Queen Hilda had bidden them take so much money 
\vith them that they needed not to leave surety or 
pledge behind them. In no country was there ever 
so good a hostess as the noble widow. Her guests 
paid neither for their \vine nor for their meat. 

There the weary ones rested till the fifth day; yet, 
albeit the others were well entreated Hartmut was 
heavy with grief, till the beautiful maidens prayed 
Hilda to grant him her pardon. 

Her daughter, with Ortrun, went to where she sat 
and said, “Dearest mother, remember now how none 
should return evil for evil. Wrong not thy virtue in 
tile matter of King Hartmut.” 

But Hilda answered, "Dearest daughter, ask not 
this thing of me, for through him I have suffered 
greatly, and he shall atone for his pride in my prison.” 

Then Gudrun, ivith full sixty maidens, fell at the 
queen’s feet. Ortrun said, "Let him live, and I will 
stand surety for it, that he vdll gladly serve thee. 
Show grace to my brother, and thou shalt win honour 
thereby, if he wear again his crown.” 

They wept aU together, because he lay bound in 
strong chains. Their eyes were wet for the sake of 
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Hartmut, King of Normandy, for heavy fetters hung 
on him and his men. 

Then said the queen, “Give over weeping. They 
shall come to court loosed from their bonds. They 
must give me their word that they will not seek to 
flee, and swear an oath that none will ride hence 
without my leave.” 

So they loosed the noble captives, and Gudrun gave 
order that they should be bathed and aftersvards 
featly apparelled and brought to court. They were 
all brave knights and profited thereby. 

When they saw Hartmut stand by his warriors, 
they had never found a goodlier man. Amid all his 
sorrows he stood as he had been drawn on parchment 
TOth a pencil; for which reason the women looked on 
him kindly, and he won their trust the sooner. 

And so their hate was ended, and they forgot that 
ever their knights had slain one another. 

Then Hei^vig took thought how he might quit the 
land of the Hegelings with honour. He bade them 
carry the weapons and apparel to the horses, and they 
loaded his sumpters. But when Hilda heard it, she 
was very loath to let him depart. 

She said, "Tarry here. Sir Henvig, yet awhile. So 
much joy hath befallen me through thee that I shah 
always desire to serve thee. Ride not hence. I would 
hold a hightide or my guests go their w'ays.” 

But Henvig answered, "Thou knowest well, O 
Queen, how they that their kinsmen send into other 
l^gs’ lands see their own gladly again. Scarce, for 
longing, can they await our journey home.” 

Said Hilda, "Grant me this honour and this joy. 
Naught that I desire more could befall me. Do me 
this grace. King Henvig: let my daughter be crowned 
beside me, a bereaved woman." 
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He was loath to tarry, but she pra3fed and en- 
treated; and the captives were aftenvards set free 
because of this. VTien he had promised to do it 
willingly, Queen Hilda was assured of great joy. 

She bade them prepare yet better seats, where many 
knights sat beside her afterwards in honour at a 
hightide, the fame whereof hath been noised abroad. 

And there King Herwig bade them crown fair 
Gudnin. None of them that were come with them 
departed or the hightide was begun at Matelane. 

Sixty lovely maidens or more were apparelled by 
Hilda, for praise and honour were dear to her, and 
to full an hundred beautiful women she gave good 
raiment. Neither were they forgotten that were 
brought captive to the land. Each of them was well 
clad. Fair Hilda wrought many wonders with her gifts. 

Irolt was chamberlain, and to that end must needs 
hasten to her land, where he delayed not to appear. 
Wate, the hero of Sturmland, was the lord high 
steward; and they sent straightw'ay for bold Frute 
of Denmark, and bade him be cup-bearer. 

Whereupon Frute said, "If thou desire it, 0 Queen, 
I ■will do it gladly : and thou shalt give me the kingdom, 
\vith twelve rich banners.” 

"That may not be,” answ'ered Hilda, and laughed 
merrily, "for Horant my kinsman is lord of Denmark, 
and it is as his friend that thou shalt be cup-bearer 
in his stead. Albeit he is in Normandy, thou must 
think on him here at home.” 

The serving-men were taught their offices, and 
Queen Hilda bade the chamberlain divide the rich 
stuffs that had lain long in chests and closets. So they 
carried them out, and divided them with a good will 
among the guests. None was so lowly that he received 
not good apparel. 
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If they invited strangers to the land, I know not 
why they did it, for they had brought full thirty 
thousand from Normandy. 

Wliere could any that desired to clothe such a 
multitude win the wherewithal to do it? If the whole 
of Arabia had been his, I ween, he had not found 
better raiment than was given to the guests. By the 
wish of Gudrun also was it done. 

When the lovely maiden sat among the guests, she 
sent for Ortwin, that she might urge him to woo 
Ortrun. Ludwig’s daughter sat there wth the others 
beside her. 

The hero of Ortland went to her chamber, and 
many damsels gave him sweet welcome. His sister 
arose from her chair and took him by the hand, and 
went with him apart to the end of the hall. 

"Dearest brother/’ she said, "follow my counsel 
and I will advise thee faithfully. If thou wouldst 
have any joy in thy life, woo the sister of Hartmut, 
compass it how thou wilt.’’ 

"Deemest thou that good?’’ answered the bold 
knight. " Hartmut is no such dear friend of mine, and 
also we slew Lud\vig. Did she think thereon when 
she lay by my side, I ween she would sometimes sigh.’’ 

"Thou must serve her on such wise as to hinder 
that. I counsel thee in better faith than I ever showed 
to any in this world. If thou win her to wife, she vdll 
bring thee joy.” 

The noble warrior answered, " If she be known to 
thee for such an one as the folk and the land may 
serve, and hath the breeding that goeth therewith, 
I will wed her gladly.” 

"Thou ^vilt never know a heavy day with her,” 
said Gudrun. 

He told his friends, but Hilda was against it, till 
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he spake of the matter with Henvig, that urged him 
thereto witii true heart; likewise Frutc, who said, 
“Wed her, and thou shaft wn many good knights. 
We will end this hate between ns, and even in the 
manner tliat I will tell thee; wc will wed Hildeburg 
to King Hartmut." 

Bold Herwig spake out his mind: “To my thinking 
the maiden did well. She were a great queen if she 
ruled over Hartmut’s kingdom, for he hath full a 
thousand lordly castles under him,” 

Then fair Gudrun talked of the matter with 
Hildeburg in secret, for she was fain to serve her, and 
said, “Dear friend, if thou wouldst \vin reward for 
all thou hast done for me, there awaiteth thee in 
Normandy a rich crown.” 

But beautiM Hildeburg answered, “I were loath 
to wed one that never inclined toward me with heart 
or soul. Grew we old together, we might often be 
found in anger." 

“Thou must guard against that,” said Princess 
Gudrun. " I uill bid them fetch Hartmut straightway, 
and ask him if he and his knights would be loosed 
from their bonds, and sent back to their land. If 
he thank me, I will exhort him to serve us uitli the 
better will, and will ask him if he be minded so to 
wed as to win me and my kinsmen to his friends.” 

They brought Hartmut, King of Normandy, with 
whom came Frute, to where the noble maidens sat 
before Hilda's daughter in her chamber. Through her 
coimsel they afterwards forgot their many woes. 

When the son of Ludwig went through the palace, 
they all, from the highest to the lowest, stood up 
from their seats for his sake ; for he was a bold knight, 
and thereto rich and noble. 

Then Gudrun, the fair maiden, bade him sit down 
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— she had never denied him her greeting — and 
Hilda’s daughter said, "Thou shalt sit by my friend, 
Hartmut, that hath washed with me aforetime, for 
thy warriors.” 

"Thou upbraidest me with that, 0 high king’s 
daughter! Wiat they did to thy hmt was also to 
my sorrow. My mother still bade them hide it from 
me, that I knew naught thereof: neither knew my 
father, nor any of his men.” 

The maiden answered, "I cannot arrange this 
matter otherwise: I must speak wth thee apart, 
that none may hear, save thee and me alone.” 

Whereupon Hartmut thought in his heart, "God 
grant she meaneth truly by me!” 

She let none but Frute go \vith them. Then she 
said to the king, "Hartmut, if thou but do willingly 
what I would have thee do, thou shalt be parted 
from all thy sorrow.” 

"I know thy virtue to be such,” answered Hart- 
mut, "that thou wouldst counsel me to nothing that 
is not honourable and good, and I am imaware oi 
aught in my heart that could liinder me from obeying 
thee gladly.” 

She said, "I \vill show thee how to save thy life. 
I and my kinsmen vdll give thee a wife, that so thou 
mayest preserve thy kingdom and thine honour, and 
the old hate may be remembered no more.” 

"Tell me. Princess, whom thou wouldst give me. 
I would liefer perish than wed on such TOse that my 
kinsmen at home deemed it a shame. In good sooth 
I had sooner they saw me dead.” 

"I will give Ortrun, thy beautiful sister, to my 
dear brother to mfe, and thou shalt take Hildeburg, 
the noble long’s daughter. Thou canst not in all the 
world win a maiden of higher lineage.” 
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"If thou bring it to pass as thou hast said, and thy 
brother Ortudn taketh Ortrun, the fair damsel, truly 
to wife, I will take Hildeburg, that there may be an 
end of all hate for ever.” 

“I have brought the matter so far that he hath 
vowed to do it,” she answered. "And if it content 
thee to receive back thy land and heritage, ■with the 
goodly castles therein, it may well content thee also 
to make Hildeburg queen tliere.” 

" I promise it gladly,” he said, and gave his hand 
on it. " So soon as my sister standeth under the cro^vn 
beside Ortwin, I will not grudge Hildeburg the right 
to share ■with me the gi'ving of royal gifts and feoffs.” 

When he had sworn this, the princess said, “I would 
fain make the friendship yet faster, that it may 
endure evermore. We will give the sister of Herwig 
to the Prince of Karade to wife.” 

Never was so great a reconcilement as the maiden 
brought to pass. The bold and high-bom knights 
came together, and Fmte of Denmark coimselled 
them to summon Ortwin and the King of the Moors. 
These came to court featly apparelled. Gudrun saw 
to it also that word was sent to Wate and Irolt, who 
conferred apart and approved the plan. 

Said old Wate, "VTio can make an end of the old 
hate, till Ortnm and Hartmut go before Hilda and 
fall at the noble queen’s feet? If only she be willing, 
we may all be at one.” 

" Let me tell thee this: she hateth them not. Behold 
how Ortrun hath on the same apparel that my mother 
gave to me and my maidens. I ■v\’ill gladly be the peace- 
maker. The homeless ones may trust me for that.” 

Then they bade Ortrun and the fair Hildeburg go 
into the ring, and Ortwin and Hartmut took them 
for their wives. 
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"I am fain.” said Queen Hilda, "that this peace 
may endure.” 

Ortwin drew the j’oung maid forth from the circle, 
and put a gold ring on her white hand. So all her 
heavy sorrow ended; 

Then Hartmut embraced the maid of Ireland, and 
each slipped a gold ring on the hand of the other. 
There was no fault in her to work him annoy, and 
Hartmut and Hildeburg were truly one. 

Tlien said Hilda’s daughter, “My Lord Her%\ig, 
is thy kingdom so nigh at hand tliat, on the manner 
tliey deemed best, they could bring thy sister to the 
King of Karade, here in my mother’s land? ” 

King Henvig answered, "I will tell thee. He that 
rideth in haste may make the journey in twelve days, 
but it will go hard with any that would fetch the 
maiden hither or I have sent her mine own escort." 

Then said Hilda’s daughter, "Gladly would I have 
thee do it. Thou thyself shalt win much joy thereby. 
My mother rvill give thee the needful meat and 
raiment. Bring us the maiden, that I may praise 
thee from m3' hcairt.” 

"Where can she find apparel?” asked Prince 
Herwig. "Tlie Prince of Karade laid waste my lands 
and burned my castle. I lost all my sister’s fine 
raiment.” 

But the King of the Moors answered that he would 
have her, stood she only in her shift. 

Thereupon Herwig sent an hundred knights for 
her, and bade them speed on the way. He entreated 
Wate and Frute to ride with them, the which was no 
little labour; yet they consented to it for the good 
knight’s sake. 

They spurred forward night and day. \Vhen they 
■found the maiden, Herwig’s kinsmen had much ado 
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to hinder Wate from fighting with the folk there. 
Together with four-and-twenty damsels the knights 
brought her from her home. 

Wate escorted her from the castle to the beach, 
where he found two gallej's and two freight ships. 
Of these they took one, and sailed away in haste. 
The wind favoured them, and they got back in twelve 
days. 

VTien they brought the princess to the Hegeling 
land, the knights forgot not to hasten down to the 
shore with banners, and they that had sworn to wn 
the love of the maiden kept their oath well. 

How had noble maidens greeted one another more 
sweetly? Fair damsels went forward to meet them, 
and also high-bom Hilda with her women. Albeit 
her land had been laid waste vith fire, Herwig’s 
sister came not alone. 

Full three hundred men followed Hilda from the 
castle. As King Herwng drew nigh, he rode many a 
stately course in the toimney, to show her honour. 
The others did the like, and loud was the clash 
of shields. 

The four great kings rode towards her, and, when 
they were met, there was striving among the knights, 
nor could they agree thereon which was first among 
the fair ones. Thej^ praised the virtue of all,' and 
so the matter rested. 

Herwig’s sister kissed Gudrun and all the others 
straightway, and went on to the sand, where she 
stood under a tent of rich sUk. What they should do 
there she marvelled much. 

Then they bade the King of Karade go thither, and 
said to the maiden, "Wilt thou have this man to 
thy husband? He ■will make thee ruler of nine lands.” 

She saw many bold and swarthy knights beside 
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him, but the father and mother of the hero were not 
of one race, and his skin was as white as a Christian’s. 
Like spun gold the hair lay on his head. Certes, she 
had been unwise had she denied him her love. Yet 
she was slow to take him, as is the way witli maidens. 

When they offered the King of the Moors her 
love the good knight said, "She pleaseth me so 
well that I vill not cease to ser\'e her, till I have woP 
to her side.’’ 

So the knight and the damsel were betrothed, and 
they and the others wearied till the day was done, 
when they all became man and wife at one time. 
Four kings’ daughters w-ere anointed to wear the 
cro\vn in the presence of the w'arriors. 



THIRTY-FIRST ADVENTURE 

HOW THE FOUR KINGS HEED A HIGHTIDE IN HILDA'S 
LAND 

The kings likewise were anointed, as beseemed their 
honour, and five hundred youths or more were dubbed 
Iniights. The great hightide was held in Hilda’s king- 
dom, at Matelane, upon the shore afore the castle; 
and the queen gave apparel to all her guests. 

Hal how old Wate tilted in front of the seats! 
And Irolt and Frute, the knights of Denmark, did 
the like. Loud was the spUnter of the lances couched 
in the hands of the heroes. 

Albeit little wind blew, the dust made a darkness 
as of night. It was all one to the valiant warriors if 
they soiled the goodly apparel of the fair women. 
They tourneyed without cease in the lists at Matelane. 

But they left not the maidens there. They led them, 
together with fair Hilda, into the ivide wndows to 
rejoice the eyes of the knights. Full an hundred 
damsels in gay apparel sat by the four queens. 

The wandering minstrel folk must needs show 
themselves that day. All that they could do they did 
right gladly; and on the morrow, after early Mass, 
the heroes were seen tilting again. What could be 
more fitting there than joy and a merry din? The 
palace echoed with all manner of music, which endured 
till the foiulh day. The noble company lay not idle. 
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There was one come to court that gave freely, and 
knew how the minstrel folk desired gain. He began 
to give with good will, that they might prosper the 
better. It was the King of Zealand that threw them 
his gift the first wth a ready hand, that all who saw 
it and received it gave him thanks. Sir Herwig gave 
of his red gold a thousand pounds at the least. >His 
kinsmen and his vassals gave apparel,- and many 
won a horse with a goodly saddle, that hadiseldom 
ridden afore. 

\^dicn Ortwin saw it he began to strive with ■.'him r 
The King of Ortland gave them raiment so rich that 
if any have worn better since, we have neitlier seen 
nor heard tell of it. He and his knights stood,, or long, 
with no vesture left. 

None could recount to the end how many costly 
garments and goodly horses the King of the Moors 
left behind him. They that received them could not 
look for better. Young and old became rich. t 

Then was Hartmut seen giving also, as if his 
heritage had not been laid waste. So free they found . 
him that none could have given more. How quickly 
they that desired it won from him and his .friends, 
that were called captives, whatever they. -had! 
Hartmut and his men grudged the folk nOtWng. 

Fair Gudrun lacked not love for Hildeburg of 
Ireland, that had often carried the clothes with her 
to the beach when she had washed aforetime. She 
saw well to it that she won the favour of .Hartmut 
for the maiden. 

She bade such treasure be brought forth front her ' 
chamber for him, that it might be said, of her, were - 
she well minded to any, she could bestow silver and 
apparel and heavy gold without stint. 

They saw the knight of Sturmland rise .from his 
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seat in such goodly raiment that no king, or king’s 
vassal, hath ever worn better. None denied any that 
asked, but only Wate gave vesture so costly that 
richer hath not been found on a king’s body. 

It was covered with a precious network of gold and 
jewels; the knight himself had come to court in it. 
In every mesh lay stones of divers names; whereby 
men knew it was woven in the land of Abalie. 

The heroes took Wate and his men by the hand. 
All that saw it must needs tell the bold knight the 
truth; that his gift was more than kingly. He who 
won it was for long a lord of great wealth. 

Irolt showed his mind plainly : how that, whatever 
he gave, he rued it not. 

Frute of Denmark was Hilda's chamberlain, and 
served his mistress so well that the tale of it was told 
for long after. Then they deemed it time to be gone; 
the hightide was ended. 

Under the favour of Gudrun Hartmut covenanted 
with his enemies as beseemed his honour, and he 
and his men returned to their coimtry in better case 
than any had believed. Hilda parted with them 
sweetly. She and her daughter and all their attendants 
rode out from the castle rvith Hildeburg. 

When they desired to be gone, Sir Hartmut took 
his leave, and Queen Hilda gave him an escort by 
land and sea. They won also a strong host in them 
that Ortwin and Herwig sent with them; and of their 
own men they brought back fully a thousand to 
their home. 

On eveiy side the women were seen kissing, and 
many parted there that saw one another no more. 

Ortwin and high-born Herwig went with them to 
where their ships lay. It was Irolt that escorted them 
to their own country, and him the king charged to 
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declare to Horant of Denmark on -what footing they 
had quitted the Hegehngs. Hartmut took many 
valiant knights with him. 

I know not at what hour, late or early, they sailed 
up to Kassiane, but all the folk rejoiced with a will. 
After their sore travail God granted them, I ween, 
great gladness. 

When Irolt told Horant in Normandy how the 
kings had sent him with them, the knight answered, 
"Then is it meet we make room for them. They 
rejoice to be home, and I, in like manner, can scarce 
await the day that will bring me to my country.” 

We will leave now this matter of their journey, sure 
that never knights or their kinsmen parted better 
friends at a hightide. Only the men of Karad6 made 
merry still yet in the land. 



THIRTY-SECOND ADVENTURE 


HOW THE OTHERS JOURNE^'ED HOME 

The-v tarried by the Hegelings no longer, but \dth 
joyful sounds led Herwig’s sister away to Alzabe.. 
The}' had prospered, and the proud knights sang 
merrily as they crossed the sea. 

« Queen. Hilda took leave of them kindly. However 
rich the men of Herwig were when they came there, 
she would not let them go without her gift. It must 
be written down a marvel that any could bestow 
so freely. 

"Now happiness be thine,” said Gudrun. "Grieve 
no more for the dead. I and my lord will serve .thee 
so well that no sorrow shall abide with thee. Thou 
’ shalt profit by the goodness of Herwig.” 

"Dearest daughter,” answered the queen, "if thou 
wouldst do me a pleasure, let thine envoys visit 
> me among the Hegelings three times ever}' year." 

^Vhereupon noble Gudrun said, "It shall be done 
as thou desirest, my mother." 

Then amid laughter and weeping she and her 
maidens went their way from hlatelfine, looking back 
as they rode. Their woe was ended. None were ever 
seen so fair. They brought out the goodly horses, 
equipped with bridles of red gold and narrow reins, 
that were to cany her and her damsels. The women 
“ Were- not minded, I ween, to tarry there longer. 
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Tliej' that rode with her on maidenly wise with 
golden circlets on their loose hair, were loath to part, 

I trow, from Ortrun and her followers. Had an)^ been 
fairer than Ortnm, Gudrun had been sorry. 

Then Ortwin's dear one began to thank noble 
Gudrun that her brother Hartmut had won back hisv 
kingdom of Normandy through her. 

"God reward thee, Gudrun. I am cvennorc cased 
of all woe.” 

She thanked also Gudrun’s mother Hilda, that shb ' 
was to wear the crowm b\' King Ortwn in Ortland, 
and to be called a queen there. Tliereupon Hilda, 
answered that .she would never grudge it to her. 

Ortwin and Hcrwng sware a binding oath that they 
would fill their princely office without blame, as 
beseemed their high birth, and that if any man did 
aught to the hurt of cither, tlicy would takci him . 
captive and slay him. 
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